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werc reptulsed N'ith bitter scorn, anid the unhappy old man saw
himself, aithougli sinkiu&r into, the very s-hadoNv of' the grave, coin-
pclled to plungep iinto the whirl and clash of in cxciting law suit.
FIle w~as the more led on to tbis froin the idea, that the defeudant,
-t%'Ien convinecd of' Itis resolution to resort to a le-a'l ex aniutlt
of the aflurir, %ould yield hiizu an apology. So far froin doing so,
hoivever, ~as lie, that lic piacer iupon record, as the phrase is, ail
kils charges, anmiannounccd hiis dctcrriniationi aud power to prove
thieir truth. The ol nian %vas struck %ith horror, aurd bis friends
wvith amiazent and doubt. WVhat ziglit not bic aeol)ihdby
so desperate a foc? XVhiat dark and fatal scheimc niiust hc not have
engendered, that lic thus confidcuily advanced to the coufiiet?
lhat bad and liccntious mnen, ever to bc found in populous cities,

xnight not have becti siinnnioncd-for there are sucîr -who, would
commit perjury for lîire, as carclcssly as look iii the face of the
bine lîcaven? WVe wcrc %vituess to the fear and agouy of tbe plain-
tiff wvhen the day of trial arrivcd. He %vas amniable and sensitive,
and recoiled fromn tic approaching developemnent. He entrcated
that thc action nuglit lie witlidrawn. He said lic wvas a ivrctched
and a ruiined muan. He wotild fly to soine distant country, and
spend the brief remunant of bis life lu obscurity and shanie. We
heard also the caliii, encouraging voice of bis counsci, chicering, Up
his drooping hopes, and breatbing balin into hils wounded soul.
The testiînony Nvas a miass of chaos. At the close of it the court
appeared cmliarrasscd and the jur-y bwildered. Only apowerful,
gigantie, and practical mmid could grasp it la all its ramifications,
separate the improbable and inconsistent from the rest, aud so ar-
range it as to dernonstrate the simple truth. It -%vas twelve at
niglit wvhen, after several days' investigation, it became the duty
of' Mr. Eminet te suai u)). T1'le trial hiad cxcitcd a general sensa-
tion. The v'cry hiall before the court room wvas crowdcd, and in
the apartinent itsclf, sucli a throug had gaincd entrance that the
long windows, tire embrasures, the columns, and indecd cvery oki-
jeet where a human foot cou!d brace lîscîf or a hand dling, %Vas oc-
cupied. It %vas a thrilling liieture in the deptîr of that niglit ivithin
the wvalls of the higli chamber. The judges on their benches-the
jury-thc lawvycrs ranged arotind in varlous attitudes, al) expres-
sive of' interest and anxicty-the dense mass of lieingys among
wbom ran the niurnmur of anxious expeetation, the dcspairing and
haif broken heartcd formn of the plaintifi', bis care %vorn forehead
and fcev white hairs, the calrn figure of thc orator rising in the

riswith kils tinie strieken heaci, and, %vith bis elbow lcaning on
the table and his chia upon bis clenched flst; tle defendant-his
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