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fifty other Provinces to rejoice in his success aud to feel the exhilaration

of his genius. How charming is it also for the emigrant, pioneering
in a new country, too young to have produced a picture or a book, to

read Tennyson or Jiurns by his camp fire at night, or to look at Land-
scer's dogs over his mantelpiece in the morning, conscious that he
can claim kindred with the artist and the author, and that the ballad

and the engraving link him with treasures of literature that are inex-

haustible, and of art that can never die. Whatever improvements
time may suggest for its better organization and further development,
this Empire, as it stands, has its uses, and should be kept together.

In this opinion I am quite sure that you and I agree. We diflTer as

to the mode. If I understand your argimient, you would have half a
hundred little standing armies, scattered all over the globe, paid out
of fifty treasuries, and with uniforms as various as Avere the colours

in Joseph's coat, with no centre of imion, no common discipluie, no
provision for mutual succour and support. I would have one army
that could be massed within a few days or weeks on any point of the
frontier, moved l)y one head, animated by one spirit, paid from one
treasury. Into this army I would incorporate as many of the colonial

militia as were required to take the field in any Province that might
be attacked, and, from the moment they were so incorporated, tliey

should be moved, paid and treated, as an Imperial force. There
would still be work enoi'gh for the sedentary militia to do, in de-

fending the districts in which they lived, and if this were done, and
if the Provinces, as they Avould, bore a large part, if not the whole,

of the burthen of local defence, they would do all that could reason-

ably be expected. If the county of Annapplis were attacked, I would
not pay a militianum out ot the Imperial Treasury for defendhig

his own county, but if a regiment Avere drawn from Annapolis to

defend the citadel at Halifax, or the coal mines of Pictou—if it were
marched into New Brunswick, or volunteered to defend these islands,

then it should take its number, draw its pay, and be treated in all

respects like any other regiment of the line. So long as this is done
we shall have an Empire and an Army. We shall soon cease to have
either when the other system is tried. And why should we try it ?

Why should we reverse Mtiuienius Agrippa's fable, aud teach the

belly of the Empire—the conunon treasury and storehouse of all its

wealth—to complain ? The British soldier is no longer viewed with

distrust or apprehension in any part of the Empire ; ho is everywhere

recognized as a citizen with a red coat on, prouder of his citizenship

than of the highest grade in the finest reghnent in the service. Nor
is he viewed with any jealousy or dislike by the Provincial militia.

Our yoimg men know that they can study the use of arms from no
more gallant exemplars, and they know also that when sunnnoned to

the field, they can rely upon the steadiness, the endurance, the disci-

pline, and the humanity of the l^ritish soldier. The late illustrious

Prince Consort, on presenting the colours to the 13th Light Infan-

try, in February, 1859, expressed our opinions with great accuracy

and force, when he said, " The British soldier has to follow his

" colours to every part of the globe, and everywhere he is the repre-

" sentativo of his country's power, freedom, loyalty and civilization."


