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Of th$ Britilh Settlements in North-America. $

pie fuificient to maintain thefe poirefTions, they foon

vaniftied. It is true, the Dutch, an amphibious man-

animal, though a fmall people, maintain their ground

in their colonies : but we may obferve, they never run

their fettlements far from their natural and trading ele-

ment, the water.

Formerly priority of difcovery, was reckoned a pro-

per claim. The Cabots coafted North-America (they

were in Canada river) in the end of the fifteeth century.

Secretary Walfingham, being informed of an opening

wefterly, north of North-Virginia (Nova Scotia and

New England were foon after called North-Virginia)

anno 1583 fent out veffels upon the difcovery, they

fail'd up the river of St. Laurence, took poffeffion of Ca-

nada and fettled fome trade there. In Queen Anne's

manifefto, difperfed in Canada, anno 171 1, when the

expedition for the redufiion of it, was on foot, it is

faid, '* that Canada belonged to the Englifli by priority

of difcovery, and what the French poffeffed there was
by grants from the Englifh, and confequently held it

only as a Hef, therefore where the pofTelTors turn ene-

my, it reverts." Quebec was taken by fome private

Englifh adventurers, anno 1629. It was given up by
treaty to the French, 1632. c '•%-

<,;

Afterwards in place of prior difcovery, pre-emption

of the Indian natives, and occupancy, was deem'd a

more juft and equitable title. In cafe of a war, if any

conqueft happened, upon a peace, an uti poJUidetis (as

is the pradtice with the Turks and other Afiaticks) was
the right : but at prefent in Europe, amongft the ci-

vilized and polite nations, at the conclufion of a war,

the bafis of the treaty, is former treaties (reckoned fo-

lemn bargains, indentures, oxjus gentium) equivalents

in money, abfolute ceflion, or exchange of territories,

for damages received, or fuppofed to be received, ar-

ticles of former treaties, explained and redified, as in

our prefent cafe the treaty of Utrecht 17 13, feems to

require.
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