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threw me in the way of a Gentleman verfant in the

Law, a Gentleman of knowledge, charafter, and
integrity, by whofe advice I was conducted, and by

whofe intereft I was fuppt)rted, from the infancy to

the-conclufion of my pjocefs. On a fair relation

of my grievances, the injuries I fujfFercd appeared

to him fo flaj; rant,, that he did not hefitate a moment
to declare his opinion, That I was not only entitled

to ample damages from my profecutors, but that/

the Court of SefFion would find no difTiculty to a*

ward thefe, with full cofts of fuit. It is unnejceffary

here to take up the Reader's time in running over

minutely the different fleps of the procefs fiom the

beginning. Suffice it to fay, that a procefs of Oppref-

fion and Damages wa» commenced, at my inflanccy

againfl the Magiflrates of Aberdeen, wherein the

Lord Ordinary allowed both par£ies a proof of the
fa£bs alleged '^n either fide. And accordingly »:

Troof was t. V
>
partly at Edinburgh, and partly

at Aberdeen, »^ hich the Reader has feen a fpeci-

men in the preceding pages. I fhall orilyobfervc

here, that my perfonal prefence being nec^ffary on'

tiiis occafion at the laft-mentioned place, I fet out:

from Edinburgh for Aberdeen in Sfptember 1760,
and though I had not the lead knowledge of, or
conne£lion with any fingle evidence I might bring*,

yet the trade of Kidnapping w^as fo flagrant in that

country, and had left fuch an impreflion on the
minds of the people, that I was under no difficultjf

to bring a complete proof of the prad^ice, by a
number of perfons who had fufFercd by it, being de-*

prived of their childrea.

And here I cannot forbear doing. juflicc to the

conduct of the Gentleman whom I named as Com-*
mifiloaer, to^ take the' depofitions of the witnefles

on th? part of my Opponents. During the various
i^ec^, of procedure in leading the Proof,, '^herein

tc^twith all the obflru£ltions that the maKcc of
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