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traced upwards of nine hundred leagues, and this is a

frontier fo extcnfive, that it will require many fcore

thoufand pounds annually to defend it, after the necef-

fary chain of forts have been erec^ted to keep the French

Wii.li In their boundaries. Muft we not likcwife have

forts at the moft convenient paflcs in the inland country

to keep open a communication with their refpcclive go-

vernments of Virginia, the two Carolinas, aiid Geor-

gia? And, after all thofe forts have been eredted, how
are they to be fupplied ; and how can they be effe<5l:ually

fupported ? Moft of thefc forts will be two or three hun-

dred leagues diftant from the c.jpitals of thofe provinces,

and the ufual refidence of the governors: and thofe forts

on the Mlflifippi will be many of them near as many

thoufand miles j they would be in a manner divided

from them by a large uncultivated track, inhabited by

fculking parties of fiivages, whofe ficklenefs and natural

treachery we have known too much of, to confide more

largely in them for the future. As a people rigidly tena-

cious of their liberties and independency, would not a

frequent paflage through their territories be deemed a

caufe for fufpedling our intentions ? if the French or

their priefts could get privately among them, would

they not be apt to put the woift conftrudlion on

fuch paflage ? Would they not infinuate, that we had

a defign to cnflave or extirpate their whole genera-

tion ? This fug^eftion would loufe their fleeping

fufpicious humour ; being naturally treacherous them-

felves, they have no better opinion of the reft of the hu-

man fpecies, they would quickly take umbrage from fuch

infmuations, which, in fa6t, would have a good foun-

dation ; for, by thefe forts we fhould entirely furround

them i and the frequent intercourfe between thofe forts

and


