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•nd bed qualiHed to decide on the point, who could be under

no other byafs than that of truth—have fpoken of it as high-

ly its any Britifh fubjed.* They faw, and acknowledged the

fuperior advantages it pofTefTed above any ancient or modern

form of government.—Its fpirit is mild and generous. It

guards, as far as human wifdom can, againll every fpecies of

opprcilion and wrong } it affords equal juUice and redrefs to

all i no one is too powerful to be above the control of its

laws, nor too low or mean to be out of their protection ;

It efFeiSlually fecures the fubjedt's life and property j with the

ampleft liberty, both civil and religious, that is confiflcnt with

the focial ftate,and under no other restraint, than what the

welfare of fociety indifpenfibly requires.

To rei'ift innovations in fuch a Conflitution, is an evident

duty. For if any are difcontented under it i if they are rert-

Sefi and given to change : The caufc murt be fought in their

own bufom, and not in the Conflitution. Ini^ead of its bend-

ing to them, and changing to fuit their interefled or wanton

purpofes ; they ought in reafon and confeience to conform

to ic, and live peaceably under it.

3. Lastly. From the prcfent afpe£l and flate of public

a^lairs in Europe, it is probable that we (hall fuon be at war

with a nation, which has been long the rival of our profperity

and power ; and which has often interrupted our peace, an«}

that ol Chriflendom. War is certainly a very great calami-

ty, and to be avoided, if pofTible. But there are times and

occalions when war may be necefTary to avert even greater

calamities. It may be lecefTary; not only to procure peace,

and fupport our public ch; a£ter j but alfo to fecure our Re-

ligion, Rights, and Liberties from deflruction.

It

* See particularly Monte«ii.vihj'» Spirit of Lavis, and Di Loimi on

tht E'f-ljh Cirft.tutmn,


