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was a mod zealous .idvocatc. In a fpccch which he

tlelivcred in the AiTembly in the year 1791, there is

a ftrong trait of phiiantliropy.

Of tills fpeech the foHov\inj; is a fliort extract:

** You have heard of enormities that freeze yon with

horror; but Thabris f^oke not of his brazen bull,

lie lamented only the dagger that his own cruelty

had raifed againil him. The colonifts have related

inftanccsof ferocity; but «ive ine, faid he, an in-

fornii-d brute, and I will foon make a ferocious mon-
ger of him. It was a white man who Hrd threw a

negro into a buriiing oven; who daflied out the

brains of a child in the prefence of its father; who
fed a Have with its own proper flefii, Thcfe are the

monlk'rs that have to account for the barbarity of

the revolted favages. Millions of Africans have pe-

riflied on this foil of blood. You break, at every ftcp,

the bones of the inhabitants, that nature has given

to thcfc iflands : and you fliudder at the relation of

their vengeance. In this dreadful ftruggle the crimes

of the whites are yet the mod horrible. They are

the offspring of defpoiifm : whilft thofe of the blacks

originate in the hatred of (lavery, and the thirfl of

revenge. Is philofophy chargeable with thefe hor-

rors? Does file require the blood of the colonifts ?

Brethren, flie cries, be juft, be beneficent, and you
will profper.—Eternal flavcry mufl be an eternal

fource of crimes;—diveft it at leaft of the epithet

eternal ; foranguifa that knows no limitation of pe-

riod can only produce defpair."

Upon the abolition of the French monarchy, in

the month of September 1792, the Legiflative Af-

fembly difTolved itfelf. The conftitution being dif-

folved by the abolition of the King, they conceived

that it was the inherent right of the people to choofe

a new reprefentation, in order to frame a new confti'

tution, fuited to the wifiies of the people, and to the

neceflity of the exilling circumftauces of the times.


