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Xevertht'leMS, on the L'lid Fi'hruary. iHJd.
it heciiiiit' known that the Harrcll cu.se
had lii'i'u lo>«t in Winnipeg. Tfic f^ovt-rn-
Mienr huvinu dt'ciriiMl to «<> further tlu-
(•asc- was up(i"alt'd lo tlu' supnMiic court
in ('ana''a, it was ;il»'(i(h'd on the liTtli and
211th May and Judi^utt'iil u as n-nflcri'd on
tlio 2sili ()<'tolitT. Thf honorahlf jucU.'x,
Sir \V. .1. Hifcliif, Strong, Fonrnicr,
TasoJiereaii and ratt»'rson, r««nd('rfd an
unanimous dfcision and one favoralde to
Mr. Harietr. Thcordcrs of the courr of
(^lU'tMi's iuMicli, as well as tlic on»'
f>f lion. .Fud;;«' Kiilam wcro put
aside nnd rcvi-rst-d. tlic Ity law de(;larfd
iiU'j^al and the city of Wii'-dpc^^ was con
denincd in coHts. Th«' decision surprised
no one, it l)eiim K<"i»''''vlly expectiMl.

The friends of the provinnial govern-
ment in \rinitol)a resorted to theii' itnai^-
ination to llnd out a way of w»'akenin>j
the cause of the Cailiolics, lliey then im
Hurined the case of Lo^an versus Winni-
ppj?. This vvjis not a test case, hut a sham
case; it was u sc'\eme of lawyers resort-
ed to merely to prejudice the Harrett case;
it was all it wus intended to do, without
<iven takinj; intoconsjdeiation theridicul
ous position assifjnpd therel»v to His Lord
ship tlie Hishop of Rupert's Land in the
estimation, at least, of those who are
awan> of the part taken hy his lordship
under the new school laws of Manitoba,
as well as under the old refiime.
The judges thought proper to de
cide in conformity with the .judg-
ment recently pronounced by the
supretne cnuit. The government of
Manitoba beintr at the same time appli-
cant and respoiulent lost and gained its

own (sase of Logan versus Winnipeg. It

was a new source of embarrassment and
is all what was expected from it.

The {'ity of Winnipeg appealed from
the decision 1 1 the privy council. .\n ex-
cess of (jontidence brought about an un-
favorable issue and the Fiarrett case was
lost i)efore the .judicial committee of the
privy cotmcil. This was a surprise for
everybody both winners and losers. The
surprise may be diminished by ihe stndy
of the manner in which the case was
argued. The research of the lawyers on
this point has been facilitated as the
whole of the trial has been published in a
partial report of the l*Y'deral sessior .i:

1S98.

It would appear rasli on y part to
venture an opinion on as>i' ]octin which I

cannot claitn to be competent. I have,
however, the right to say that I would
have liked better that the .\ttorney
(leneral of England should have been
replaced by some eminent Canadian
lawyer who would have known Canada
better as well in the details of the
unior. jf its provinces and also the con-
dition of the entry of Manitoba into con
federation. Whatsoever may have been
the cause.s of the result the dicision of the
privy council wa.s unfavorable on the one
poiiit : does it follow that we accept this

as a Hnal solution i No, and I repeat what
I have asserted on the llrst page of th'.s

historical comnilation ;
".\ <|uestion is

solved only when it is settlefl with justice
and e(|uity, " and that In spite of all .sub
filties and errors of lanuuaue. Kight, is

above law and eijuity ahose legality. 1

<l<> not desire that the laws be resisted
nor the decision of the court. I

condemn such resistance in all ca.ses
l)Ut I claim the libertv of the children of
( Jiid and that liberty allows us to rj'sent
what is contrary to.justice. The marlyrs
of the |)rimilive church ollered their
bodies to the tortun' and theii' heads (o
the block, but (hey were never heard pro-
cl.iiming the laws of their persecutors as
.just and ccptitable, human autlwn'ity is

merely borrowed from Divine power and
must harmonize with it. I wield
but a weak pen in the services
of our schools, but I have seen
them under all their pliases, and no
human power, .judicial or executive, will
convince methat the Citholics of .Mani
toba and the Northwest are just ly or
honoiably treate<l with reirard to their
schools.

People think thiit we should be satis
lied because the public schools are said to
l»e iu)n-sectarian,and the privy council has
pronounced them to be such. I'lieir lord
ships have decided aiuroi-ding to the
text of the law as expressed in the statute
book, l*ut said nothit)g of wliat is going
on here, nor of the <lecision of the
advisory l)oard. I have not the pretence
of informinu tlulr lordships, Itut I may
supply to my readers what is reported
in public prints as received from author-
ized sources under the title :

"An Kpoch in Masonry and Kducation.

"

The Cat,holics of Manitoba were labor
ing untler the distress caused by the re
cent decision of the privy i;ouncll, when
the following occurreiuic took place. Mr.
I). J. (Jottgin, then a member of the ad-
visory board and printjipal of the Xornnil
school of Winnipeg; the Hon. I). McLean,
then minister of pul)lic ii.^.'ruction in
.Manitoi)a, and the Ilev. 11. L. Watts,
Protestant pastor, thought proper to in-

crease the sadness experieticed l)y Catholics
already wounded in their dearest,
' •< "ictions and sentiments ; and gave at
the satne tun ; a solemn contradiction to
the aftirmatit.;i of the privy council who
liad .just declared that the public school.s

are not sectarian. Here is the text of the
dispatch wired from Virden to Winnipeg:

"Viril(Mi. Au^c. It!, isiti "I'lie corner stone of
the now .school building hero vvjts laid this
aftcM'iioon vvith 'iiipi'cs-lN'e.Musunii- rcriMiiDnie.-*

which vvci'o cniiductod by (Jnind M.isHm- I). .F.

'lOKgiii. Mesidcs the inendxT^ of Lchiinoii
lodtfo, a large nuinhci' c«f visit iti^ hrellu-eii

wore prosont from Oak Lake. Klkhorti and
Moosoniiii. The ceremony was vvitnossed t)y

3(K) or 4(H) pooiile. The grand master was
assisted by Grand Senior Warden Lewin,
of Moosomin, and the I). D. G. G. Ilev.
IT. L. Watts, .\ftor the ooromony the
grand master delivered an oration showing
that Masonry was connected with intellectual


