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• listurl)in<^f sounds of lijitth.-, aii'l it is iiujst ]in»l»fil)K' tliat tlir cnu-

trol (.f tlio iiit-'U will 111- less (litlicult. iiroviilfl rt'uiilur distiiut

pauses ill the tire iire iiunle after e\ei-y iVw roiimls.

Mass Hriiifj; reciuires just as mucli ti'ainini; and ]iractice as \olley

firing; to obtain good I'esults. We uainrnt lay tco i^reat stress mi
the iiiijiortance i>f liahit and custom. Men must he aocustdiiied in

jieace time to the use of mass tiring-, if we de.'iijv to make use of it

in war.

(S). As rt'umrds the ra]iidity of lire, a slow rire (1 round a

minute) should ho maintaineil against had tar{j;cts and a (juick Hre

(4 to ') rounds a minute) against L^ood targets. ;\\>() the shorter the

I'ani^e the more I'apid should the tire he. I'lUt it must lie eare-

fully I'eniemiieiM.Ml that i|uic'k tiring' must only I'e nhtaiiied hy </(/ /(.•/,•

liitnlini/ and not iiierelv li\' hastv aimin''.

It should also he reiiieiidiei'ed that in the \n\\>^ and meilium
I'annes accui'acy of tire is ninie essential than rajiidity of fire.

direful ii'niiiiKj <i ml ji ri h;/ ii rr r('(/ul I'fil far <iH fi ri in/ i ii urili'i-li)

(/('f giioil rcsa/fs. Rapid tirinu' u'ained ''V nipid aiminn'hasa \ery had
eti'ect on the men and leads to loss of control and waste of ammuni-
tion, while it soon creates a thick cloud of smoke, which ]ii'e\ eiits

proper aiin heiny- taken.

(!)). The moments of advanciiiu' and halting must he left to the

judgment of the senior officers in the tiring line. As a rougli rule

it may he said that, when advancing hy altei'iiate rushes, at each
halt the men after adjusting their sights to the new range should
he allowt^l to fire l] roinids. It will then he tfme to ad\ance again.

( 10). As regards the attitudes of tlie men, tliey should lie down at

the longer ranges, and then as the ranges decrea>etliey >uld kneel,

and finally at tiie shorter ranges stand. If they are allowed to lie

down at the shorter ranges it will take' away from the vigor of tlu;

attack and it is hard to make the men get up again. .Material losses

are not the only losses to he considered,—hxss of mural is even
more important. Further, when the men are hreathing hai'd for

want of hreath the lying down jiosition is a had one for good
firing, and long grass and small foMs in the ground will prexcnt

a recumhent man from seeing the enemy.
(11), Bavonets should he fixed at ahout .SOO yards from the

enemy fi'om the moral effect produced hy .so doinu'. The men
should he taught and thoroughly impressed witli the idea tliat the

fi.xinu' of bayonets is a simi that it is safer to go on than to retire

over the tire sweiituround over which the\' have already advanced.

(12). The (|Uestion of replenishing the ammunition that lias been

expended cannot well lie entered into here. It is a suliject which is

large enough to form the subject of a separate lectin-e : but it may
1)6 remarked that the re|)lenishing of expemled ammunition to any
considei'able extent under an effective fire is considered to be so

ditHcult that nearly every military writer of note insists on the

necessity of the men beinu' u'iven all the ammunition they may
reiiuiiv before they are sent into action. Conseiiuently the lea<lin<'-

troops should have from loO to 200 rounds per man, while those

intended for the assault nee(l only have .')0 to 70 rounds per man on

their persons.


