
The Church, the iState, and the School.
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Ijeathcnisin, he concludes,—"But, my friends, we cannot know

wliat thiuj^s are true unless it be revealed to us hy a (lod."

To render tiieir reli<^ious or philosophical principles practically

useful to society was an obvious duty to the earnest social leaders

anionj^ the (ire«*ks and other classic nations, and they necessarily

recognizeil the desirability of implantinjjf those principles in the

minds of the younj;. In youth a man learns what he slxtuld do;

in manhood he is expected to remend)er and act inider his early

teachint^s. Or to (juote the words of a great writer on (christian

ethics,—"'The former part of life is to be considered as an impor-

tant opportunity which nature puts into our hands, and which,

when lost, is not to be recovered. And our being placed in a state

of discipline throughout this life for another world, is a providen-

tial disposition of things, exactly of the same kind as our being

placed in a state of discipline during childhood, for matnre age,

our condition in both respects is uniform and of a piece, and com-

prehended under one and the same general law of nature." *

Amongst the Athenians, who are here selected because they con-

ceived and practised systems for state, social, and individual

government, which always will be considered models of excellence,

when a youth could read with fluency, he was set to learn by heart

passages selected from the best poets, in which moral precepts

and examples of virtuous eonduci were inculcated and exhibited.

At the age of eighteen or twenty the sons of the more wealthy

citizens attended the classes of the rhetors and sophists, who gave

tlieir lectures in the Lyceum, Academy, or other similar institu-

tion ; a course somewhat analagous to entering a university in our

own times. Here the young man studied rhetoric and philosophy,

under which heads were included mathematics, astronomy, dialec-

tics, oratory, criticism and moraU.]

It will be observed that, throughout his entire course of instruc-

tion, the young Athenian was taiight morality, or, in other words,

the religion of his day, Hparta alone, of all the Grecian com-

munities, adopted what may be termed a general system of educa-

tion under the special control of the State, but, throughout the

whole of Greece and in Rome, the instruction of children generally

claimed the attention of the leading minds. It would be tedious

to investigate the systems of instruction pursued among the various

• Butler's Analogy, Cap. V., Part I., Sec. 3.

t History of Greece, by William Smitb, LL.B., pp. 387-388.
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