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extent, or almost to the sme extent, of a
St. John, New Brunswick ; and 1 do not f
hisitate to say that,. to-day, if any man
oe sumicient ability were to devote him-
self to a repeal agitation in the three s
Lower Provinces, no more popular policy c
could b? advocated, and at the expira. r
tion of a year's agitation, if a vote were
ta,:en, I believe that certainly not less i
than fýur-fifths of the population would
vote fQår a repeal of the present Union.
I am not speaking as a party man, but
Maâply giving the opinion expres3ed by'
leading Conservatives in the Lower
Provinces as well as by those who oppose I
the Governnent. The emigation from
the Province of Nova Scotia and fron
Prince Edward Island lias hardly ever
beeO greater thian it is to-day, îand I
believe the same is true of the Irovince
of New Ernuswick ; and the regretable
feature of it is that that enigration is
n«t directed to ouir own North-
West or to the Upp'er Irovincs,
but, isialnost altogether to the (Jnited
Sta*te, a portion to the Eastern ttates,
and a great proportion to the North-
»restern1i States, which enter into compe-
tition with our own new territorv. I
I think this state of things lin the Mari-

tieProvintime Poics isa snbject of gr-eat regret
and for ene, coming from one of those
Provimees, cannot very cordially join in
the congratulations on the return of
commercial , prosperity and our geieral
hap pess. The next paragraphi deals
with Ite prposed mode of conîstructing
the.Canadiax Pacifie Railway. . 1 (fuite
conlcur Il everythirgî that has ibeen said
un that subject by the leader of the Op-
position. 'liere are. jut-st two or tiree
remarks of my*V onvî whidh I shiould like
to add. The third paragraph satys:
"Three of ny Ministers therefure pro-
ceeded to England for the purpose of
carrymng, ont negotiations to that end."
Now, on. gentlemen, it seels to nie
t-hat that little trip-althouig I have no
doubt it. «as a very delightful thing for
the lion. gentlemen wLo enjoyed it-was
altogether tltunneeessary, aind was a useless
expense, because it does not appear tLiat
the iegotiations were brought to any
t.hing like a head in England.' 'rite lead-
ing members of the Syndicate with whom
the business has . been transacted

a eu t English or. Continental, but
Canadians and Amerians, and the

flon. Mr. P/îeer.

ctual business of arranging the ternia
or the construction of the railway have
een made since the return of those
Ministers to this country. The circun-
tances are strongly in favor of this view
of the case. If it is true that these ar-
angements were made in England
nonths ago, why is it that, notwith-
standing the great anxiety which the
Government express that they should be-
ratified at onc(j larliamtent is siummoned
to do so only to-day I If the work was
lone months ago in England, Parliament
should have bwen summoned at an ear-
Lier date to ratify the contract, and allow
the Syndicate to make the necessary pre-
parations for going on with their work.
It is only a year ago that Parliainent
was called upon, just because this oeun-
try had so mucih business to do in Eng-
land, to pass an Act to provide for the
appointient of a representative in Lon-
doit. Titis gentleman was selected, 1
presumîne, on accoutnt of his great ability,
particularly in dealing with large finan-
cial and business muatters. His salary
was made very large, and it was ynder-
stood and declaredthat his appointaient
was to render unnecessary those period-
ical visits of detachments or the tjabinet
to the other side of the Atlantic. I
think it is regretable that, the very first
year after tho appointwent of this
highly salaried official, three Ministers
had to go over at large expeuse, and thiis
plenipotentarywas, apparently, found to
be of no use whatever. How mucli
bette, ot is the country for the appoint-
ment of that plenipotentiary last year ?
'There is eue other point in connection
with titis inatter of the Syndicate and
the .sumuioning of Parliament, which, I
think, has not been put aitogether as it
Should be by the hon. knight who leads
the Governmient. He takes the ground
that the Government wisi to give the
fullest oportunity to discuss this ques-
tion ; antid, as a reason why the ternis of

this contract have not been made known
to the public, he usays, as I understand
it, that lie thinks that that course would
be disrespectful to Parliament. Now, I
do not think the Government always
show such respect for the feelings of
Parliamueat. It seems to me that itwas
ony lst year, just on the eve of the
meeting of Parliament, that the Govern-
ient eniterei iiito C(Itrlaets for the con-
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