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The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Champagne): 1 declare the

motion carried.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[En glish]

CANADA-UNITED STATES FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT IMPLEMENTATION ACT

MEASURE TO ENACT

The House resumed from Tuesday, December 20,
consideration in committee of Bill C-2, an Act to enact
the Canada-United States Free Trade Agreement
Implementation Act-Mr. Crosbie-Mr. Danis in the
Chair.

Mr. Lewis: Mr. Chairman, 1 move:
That further consideration of clauses 1 to 150, the Preamble, Titie

and Scitedule and any amendments proposed thereto at the
Committee of thse Whole stage of Bill C-2 shail be the first businesh
of the committee and hhail flot be further postponed.

The Chairman: The Hon. Member for Kingston and
the Islands rises on a point of order.

*([550)

Mr. Milliken: Mr. Chairman, as Hon. Members wilI
know, the present closure rule was introduced into the
House of Commons in 1913. The words of the rule are
quite explicit. We heard them in the motion just read by
the Deputy House Leader. 1 refer to the words: "The
items shahl be the first business of the committee and
shahl not further be postponed". 1 submit that the words
"further be postponed" have a specific meaning. In my
submission, the motion as proposed is out of order.

The words of the closure ruhe in the House have been
unchanged from their introduction in 1913. At the time
of their introduction the Hon. Arthur Meighen, who was
the Minister who had framed this particular rule, made
certain statements about the application of the closure
ruhe. Those words are instructive for understanding the
manner in which it is to be deait with in the House
today. 1 wouhd like to refer to House of Gommons
Debates of April 10, 1913 where, as reported on page
7536, Mr. Meighen was discussing the manner in which
this rule would be applied. He stated:
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