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in the hands of the Soviets and the timing on
their part has been excellent. If we cannot
continue to agree on nuclear tests how are we
to agree on disarmament? The Prime Minister
led the way in suggesting to Canada and to
the world to avoid hysteria, to be calm, to
endeavour to understand the grave implica-
tions, the threats aimed at Berlin and at Ger-
many, to be reasonable but to be firm. Would
retreat improve our position? Experience and
history answer no. It would only serve to
show the world that our pledged word to pro-
tect the rights, which the United States, the
United Kingdom and the U.S.S.R. gave in
1945 and reiterated after the cessation of the
blockade of Berlin in- May, 1949, meant
nothing; that these guarantees were of no
avail and that we were not prepared to back
them up. The Canadian people should con-
sider our solemn pledges and the disastrous
results of repudiation.

I listened with a great deal of interest to
the speech concerning South America. The
winds of change are blowing. The world en-
vies the progress of Canada, the Americas
and the west. Strangely, however, some gov-
ernments somehow fail to realize that through
freedom of the individual, through democracy,
through the ability of the individual to enjoy
the fruits of his labour, Canada and the
Americas have achieved this high standard
of living in fewer than three centuries. I think
this is fundamental. The individual should be
free and when he is free he has an oppor-
tunity to enjoy the fruits of his labour with-
out molestation from governments.

I now wish to say a word or two about
foreign aid and some other aspects of external
affairs. With respect to external aid, Cana-
dians generally approve our foreign aid
policies. However, I am of the opinion that
a greater number of Canadians are now ques-
tioning the effectiveness of our foreign aid
policies. Canadians are generous. They ap-
proach external aid as a Christian problem
but they are also beginning to ask, what have
we to show for our external aid dollar? They
do not believe in a Colombo plan that extends
into perpetuity, I have believed in and advo-
cated increased aid for education. How can
this best be accomplished? I am of the opinion
that technical education can best be carried
out in the recipient countries, but that the
other types of education are probably given
to better advantage when the student of the
recipient country is brought to Canada. I am
being rather general in this, but I am of the
opinion that that is the most effective method
and I am hopeful that an increase may be pos-
sible in student exchange in this field of ex-
tending education to foreign lands. To those
hon. members who are particularly interested
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in this phase of external affairs I would rec-
ommend the report of the external affairs
committee where this problem was gone into
in detail.

How can the rank and file of the citizens
of new nations in Africa and elsewhere
achieve a higher standard of living? Dams
and other tangible things are spectacular
but do they reach the needy people of those
countries?

As I said earlier, I listened with a great
deal of interest to the speech concerning
South America. I am a realist and I ask how
can 18 million people increase appreciably
the living standards of the teeming millions
living in abject poverty in other countries
of the world? Unless the governments of
those particular countries are prepared to
co-operate and help—I know our govern-
ment is—unless they are prepared to make
it possible for those people to enjoy the
fruits of their labour, then anything we may
do may be, I fear, in vain.

Prior to this century slavery guaranteed
to a few a high living standard and a sub-
living standard and hard labour to the others.
Democracy is the opposite of this, and free-
dom is the answer to those problems.

I am going to add a further word about the
commonwealth. I view with a certain amount
of alarm and misgiving recent developments
within the commonwealth. Without condoning
the actions of any one country within the
commonwealth, may I say the stage is being
set for interference in the internal affairs
of a sister nation on the part of common-
wealth countries. This could wreck the com-
monwealth. Nothing would please the Soviets
better. The commonwealth, as I mentioned
earlier, is the greatest single force for peace
in the world. Let us endeavour to maintain
and strengthen this commonwealth and com-
monwealth understanding. Let wisdom and
understanding prevail. The dilemma or prob-
lem of today is freedom on an orderly basis.

I have mentioned just in passing the or-
ganization of the American states. I want
to compliment the minister who in his wis-
dom decided to be cautious and to await
events. A few short months have shown the
wisdom of that policy. Cuba and the Domini-
can Republic are in turmoil. South America
is feeling the winds of change. I was in-
terested in hearing the minister point out the
vast untouched resources in South America
that are there awaiting capital and labour
to work out the salvation of the people. That
is all our people had when they came to
this country three, four or five generations
ago. They had nothing else but hard labour,
diligence, saving and perseverance. This is
what built up the high standard of living
of this country and it can do it for other



