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PROPOSED COMMISSION TO INQUIRE INTO
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

Mr. J. W. Kucherepa (Hight Park) moved:

That, in the opinion of this house, the govern-
ment should give early consideration to the advis-
ability of appointing a royal commission to examine
and make recommendations upon traffic accidents
in Canada.

He said: Mr. Speaker, the problem of
traffic accidents has interested me for some
years now. In 1955 I had the privilege of
being the chairman of the traffic committee
in the city of Toronto and it was from this
experience that I developed a great interest
in this important subject. I wonder how
many people are aware that during the ten
years following world war II more Cana-
dians were killed by traffic accidents than
in the second world war. The heavy toll of
deaths, injuries and property in motor vehicle
accidents on streets and highways in Canada
is a national problem of increasing impor-
tance.

Last year some 3,000 people were killed
by motor vehicles, tens of thousands were
injured and more than $100 million of prop-
erty damage was involved. The volume of
traffic is increasing steadily and only a
sound and thorough approach to the solution
of this problem can reduce accidents or pre-
vent an even greater loss of life, limb and
property. The everyday inhumanity, the
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accustomed brutality in this regard does not
seem to shock the minds of our people. We
appear to accept it without horror or shame.
Death and woundings by motor cars in
Canada during 1959 were the highest on
record and there is no doubt that each and
every one of these accidents could have been
avoided as, literally speaking, there is no
such thing as an accident.

Canadians as well as others appear to
have developed a tolerance for their own
peculiar forms of manslaughter and self-
destruction but this attitude must be shat-
tered by a more rigid adherence to the
existing laws or by conforming to new and
better measures which will have to be taken
to preserve the lives of our people.

You have all read from time to time, in
newspapers issued prior to a national holiday,
the predictions of road fatalities and injuries
that can be expected to take place during
these few carefree hours as a result of traffic
accidents. Should we as Canadians not be
ashamed that such a situation should exist
whereby this is almost becoming a new kind
of sport where the score is envisaged prior
to the event in the same manner as we might
guess the score of the forthcoming Saturday
night hockey game? We consider the early
Canadians who saw nothing shocking in the
habit of hanging a man for petty thievery as
being backward. What would they think of
a generation not moved to horror by its own
inhumanity in permitting lethal machines to
be loose on peaceful roads to slaughter wan-
tonly and injure innocent fellowmen. We
express a righteous indignation and forceful
protest against cruelties committed or tol-
erated in other countries or in other times
but the cruelties and killings resulting from
motorcar accidents incidental to Canadian
business or pleasure arouse in us only mild
regrets which are often unexpressed for
politeness’ sake.

The following figures from the “Canada
Year Book 1959” represent the number of
motor vehicle traffic accidents and deaths
resulting therefrom for the year 1957:

Accidents Reported
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Persons Killed
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