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Immigration Act

The minister in his opening remarks st-ated
that the present immigration policy of the
goverilment is slow and steady. H1e and 1, in
that matter, are poles apart, because in my
opinion this country needs, at the present
time. an immigration policy that can only be

described as bold and imaginative.
Now 1 will get down to the bill itself and

try to stay within the rules. I welcome the
bill because any time is a good time to correct
a wreng. We in parliament refer to the
Chinese Immigration Act. The Chinese gov-
erilment refer to it as the Chinese exclusion
act, and the Chinese people in this country
refer te it as the Chinese extermination act.
We have heen told that, there are at present
34,627 Chinese people in this country, 30,713
maies and 3,914 females. At the peak we had
60,000 Chinesýe in Canada,, but over a period
of time sorne have died, sorne have returned to
China and the Chinese population has fallen
away. From 1923 to 19465 we admitted only
eight Chinese into this country. Even, today
it is well for this bouse to know that 82 per
cent of the Chinese population in Canada is
over forty years of age and approximately 60
par cent is over fifty. It is also worthi whle
to remember that we inivited these people to
corne here. We welcorned them. La this

bouse today, to our credit, we have praised
themi for ýtheir virtues and for the contri-
butions they have made to this country. Yet
for almost a quarter of a century we bave
deprived them of family life bere, deprived
thema of their Ivives, their ebjîdren and their
hornes.

I think it is well for us in dealing with this
matter that we ask ourselves a few pertinent
questions. How do we justify our requiring
these people to live an abnormal and unnat-
ural life? Again we must ask ourselves, wby
do we enforce celibacy on themn when we
ourseit es rejeet the practice? What rigbt
have we to mess up t;heir lives? Ail that these
people are asking is equal ýtreatment by this
countryx. Memîbers of the bouse have already
referred te Order in Council 695, wbich, in
effeet, says that those who are legally ad-
mitted to and resident in Canada may ho
perrnitted to bring in their wives and their
cbildrcn under certain conditions.

Mr. GREE.N'-: P.C. 2115.

Mr. CROLL: "No, P.C. 695. We are told,
on the otber band, that thiat is applicable only
to Europeans, and flot to Asiatics. We are
putting otîrselves in this position that Aus-
trian, Hungarian, German or Roumanian,
nationals of countries that bave heen our
enemies in two wars, inay bring their families

[Mr. Croil.]

te Canada, wbere tbe Cbinese who bave been
on our side in two wars find tbat tbeir families
are inadmissible to Canada. I tlîink it is
time for us te recognize the people who stood
by our side. Tbere is among the Asiatie peu-
ples a great awakening that. we cannot, ignore.
We need only look at India, Korea, China,
Inde-China. We mnust, learn sometbing froni
wbat is happening in. the world, today. These
people at tbe united nations bave not only
friends but allies, and it is witbin the
knowledge of the mernbers of this bouse that
the Indian question wvhich was raised by the
Indian congress before the united, nations was
very embarrassing to South Africa and, I
tbink, left a bad taste. The bion. rnember for
Vancouver South called our attention te a
festering sure in Canada that is being cor-
rected in Britisli Columbia. I think that,
tee, wvas brougbt te titeir attention by the
Indian congress.

It seems to me that, in our united foreign
policy, tbe government and varieus groups in
this bouse are geing te ho faced witli th is saine
preblem, probably at the united nations, and
tînless we set our bouse in order I arn sure that
it will be highi on the agenda at the next
meeting of the united nations. We must bave
some explanatien fer it. At the moment 1 cari-
net tbink what our position will be, but we
cannot ignore the fact that wve pledgcd our-
selves te oppose discrimination net eniy in
tbeory but in practice when we sig-ned the
united nations charter, and unless we grant
te these peuple a full measure of justice we
shall bave less reason te enjoy or own.

This country can afford te give mutual aid

te the tune of almost $4 billion; this country

an afferd te give almost limitîcas assistance

te UNRRA; this country can afford te lend

millions of dollars to nations in need, but

this cotuntry cannet afferd prejudice or the

appearance of prejudice. We cannot afford

te be less genereus than the United States,
,whicb is a great competitor of ours in the

Asiatie world.

I shaîl now refer te a press release which
wvas read by tbe hion. member for Lake Contre,
but net in full. Lt was issued by the Prime
Minister (Mr. Maekenzie King) and is as
folews:

Mr. King said that, at an early stage of thie
session, the gex ernment intends te intreduce a
bill to repeal the Chinese Immigration Act
which is regarded by the Chinese gevernment as
an exclusion act and in the nature of discrimina-
tion on grounds ef race against a friendly and
allied peuple. Tlie effeet of the repeal will be
te remove ail discrimination agaiust the Chinese
ou accouiit of race-


