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COMMONS

is the custom there to weigh the children
regularly, and I have the record of one
experiment. This is not an experiment
that was made by the cow keepers in Brit-
ish Columbia or anywhere else in Canada;
it was made by the city of Rochester, in

~ the state of New York, where the people
do not care two pins about our problems.
They took seven children as a trial batch
for experimental purposes. In the first
six months these children were fed butter
and they gained twenty-three -pounds—I
leave out the decimal points. During the
next six months they were still fed on butter
and the gain had increased to forty-four
pounds. For the next six months they were
fed on oleomargarine, the diet being other-
wise the same. The result was a loss of
nine pounds. In the next period butter
was again used and the children made a
gain of fifty-eight pounds. Now, that is
an official report from the city of Rochester,
and in view of it I say it would be only
fair if we prohibited the use of oleomargar-
ine. We- believe it is detrimental to the
health of young children. But apart from
that important ground, I contend that, from
the standpoint of the unfair competition it
involves, the Minister of Agriculture should
put his foot down on this manufacture and
stop it. It may be said that Canadian
dairymen ought to be able to compete in
the markets of the world. Well, we are
willing to compete in those markets, and
we are prepared to pit our Canadian cow
against her cousin in the United States or
in New Zealand; but we do not think it is
fair to compel the Canadian cow—I had
almost said the Christian Canadian cow—
to compete against a heathen nigger in the
Central American republics or Southern
states.

Now we come to another subject in con-
nection with the tariff, and that is our
coal mines. There are on Vancouver Island
some five thousand men engaged in the
coal mining industry, and with their de-
pendents we must multiply this number by
at least five to ascertain the total number
dependent on this industry. Two of the
mines are in the distriet represented by
the hon. member for Nanaimo (Mr. Dickie)
and he will no doubt deal with those. The
mines in which I am interested are situated
in Cumberland, where there is a popula-
tion of 3,000 to 4,000. All last winter and
most of last summer they were working only
three days a week, and with the reduced pay
now given to coal miners, and in view of
the high cost of living, these men need not

{Mr. Neill.]

worry about the price of gilt-edged securi-
ties for the investment of any surplus funds,
Their situation indeed closely approximates
want. If there is any extra call upon their
purse for sickness or anything of that kind
it means that they must go into debt. It
is important therefore to know why they
are working only three days a week.
The reason is very obvious and cannot be
denied; it is because of the competition
from fuel oil. That oil is imported al
most entirely from the United States
Some people think that fuel oil and crude
oil are synonymous terms, but they are
not. Crude oil is the natural product as
it comes out of the well; fuel oil is the
crude oil after certain valuable elements,
such as gasoline, benzine and distillate,
have been extracted. There is some fuel
oil made at the Ioco refinery, but it is a
comparatively small amount and is readily
absorbed in the neighbourhood. The great
bulk of commercial fuel oil used in British
Columbia is directly imported as such from
the States, and if a sufficient duty were
imposed to make it more costly to use that
oil, it would give a tremendous stimulus to
the coal mines of British Columbia and
Vancouver Island generally. We ask that
a duty of two cents a gallon be imposed
on fuel oil. It is not a very heavy duty,
surely, and would be amply sufficient to
meet the situation. It would mean six
days’ work a week to these thousands of
coal miners, it would mean prosperity for
those depending on the mines and for the
industries associated with them, and it
would constitute a great measure of re-
lief from the unemployment under which
the province of British Columbia is now
suffering.

Mr. CARROLL: Is this fuel oil used in
British Columbia for domestic or for manu-
facturing purposes?

Mr. NEILL: It is used, as far as I
know, almost entirely for heating apart-
ment houses and running locomotives. A
great deal is also consumed, I regret to
say, on our steamboats. Very little of
this oil is used for domestic purposes.
The imposition of this duty would not hurt
any other industry, and it would not-raise
the price of gasoline or distillate, the
volume of fuel oil manufactured in British
Columbia being comparatively trivial.

In that connection I should like to re-
mind the House that the hon. member for
Vancouver Centre (Mr. Stevens), the late
Minister of Trade and Commerce, toured
my riding during the recent campaign in



