
Ensure Long-term Development. Mining is by its nature a finite activity, and
oten in regions too remote to easily be connected to the economy. Mine
closure wiIl often lead to economic collapse in the region. Moreover,
traditional communities and their landscape may be so changed that it is
impossible for them to go back to their pre-mine livelihoods once. In sucli
cases, it is vital that closure planning be integrated into the earliest stages of
mine design and operation. In Nauru"7, for example, phosphate mining -

accounting for as much as 99% of the economic actîvity on the island - has
stripped 80% of the islaud's topsoil and vegetation. As early as the 1980s, the
govemnment began investing phosphate profits into a long-term trust fund to
support the island once the minerai is exhausted. Today that fund is valued at
between $500 million and $1 billion.

Budld Peace through Shared Interests. A company needs to be strategic in
identifying those areas of intervention least likely to deepen social cleavages. In
many cases of conflict, access to or quality of natural resources may be the bone
of contention most amenable to resolution. Oue of the conclusions of the World
Conservation Uuion's Task Force on Environment and Security is that common
environmental interests can bring disputants together in dialogue and
collaborative problem solving.

Pay Attention to History. Mining lias a long association with exploitation in many


