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instability, which induce intermal, regional and internmational
migrations;

(£) the heavy reliance of populations on natural resources for subsistence
which, compounded by the effects of demographic trends and factors, a
weak technological base and unsustainable production practices,
contributes to serious resource degradation;

(g) the insufficient institutional and legal frameworks, the weak
infrastructural base and the insufficient scientific, technical and
educational capacity, leading to substantial capacity-building
requirements; and

(h) the central role of actions to combat desertification and/or mitigate
the effects of drought in the national development priorities of
affected African countries.

Article 4

Commitments and obligations of
African country Parties

e In accordance with their respective capabilities, African country
Parties undertake to:

(a) adopt the combating of desertification and/or the mitigation of the
effects of drought as a central strategy in their efforts to eradicate

poverty;

(b) promote regional cooperation and integration, in a spirit of
solidarity and partnership based on mutual interest, in programmes and
activities to combat desertification and/or mitigate the effects of
drought ;

(c) rationalize and strengthen existing institutions concerned with
desertification and drought and involve other existing institutionms,
as appropriate, in order to make them more effective and to ensure
more efficient use of resources;

(d) promote the exchange of infomtion on appropriate technology,
knowledge, know-how and practices between and among them; and

(e) develop contingency plans for mitigating the effects of drought in
areas degraded by desertification and/or drought. ;

2. Pursuant to the general and specific obligations set out in articles 4
and 5 of the Convention, affected African country Parties shall aim to:

(a) make appropriate financial allocations from their national budgets
consistent with national conditions and capabilities and reflecting
the new priority Africa has accorded to the phenomenon of
desertification and/or drought;



