Hint — There may be a slight advantage to deal with foreign subsidiaries of Canadian banks. Find
out from your manager what special considerations may be available at branches or correspondent
banks overseas. At the same time, determine what service charges, if any, are incurred when you
transfer funds. Make sure you have an adequate supply of cheques.

Hint — Safety Deposit Boxes represent one of the most economical and secure means of storing
valuables and originals of important documents. There are sizes available to fit most requirements.
Two keys are provided with each box. You can appoint someone in Canada as your agent by
having that person sign the bank’s access record in your presence. He or she can then be left a key
and instructed to enter your box if and when certain items are needed.

Hint — At some missions, it is possible to have a US dollar account on which you may draw funds.
Investments

Review your portfolio taking into account any changes caused by Government Budgets or
amendments to tax laws. Are your investments in a form that enables easy liquidation in the event cash
is urgently needed? Be sure to leave written instructions with your agent in Canada regarding the
disposition of assets or the reinvestment of their proceeds, as well as any accrued interest.

Power of Attorney

As you can see from some of the topics already discussed, it may be desirable to rely on someone
you can trust to look after your interests (including your property) while you are abroad. That person
does not have to be a lawyer. You can legally appoint any competent individual including a relative or
friend. You can also be as limiting or broad as is necessary in setting out the areas where your agent
will be authorized to act on your behalf. It is advisable to execute a written Declaration for this purpose
witnessed by someone who is empowered to administer Oaths. Such documents need not be obtained
from a lawyer or notary, most financial institutions offer these documents free of charge.

Wills

No one likes to think about the prospect of death. As uncomfortable as that might appear, imagine
the difficulties your dependants might encounter if uncertainty existed about your bequests and the
nature of your assets. No matter what your material or financial situation, a will provides you with
some promise that your wishes will be observed after your death, and gives your beneficiaries a degree
of security that may hitherto have come from your employment income. Wills are not expensive
documents to draw up and may be prepared by a notary or lawyer.

The Department does not keep wills on file, but they encourage you to draw up a will and to keep
it with your other important personal documents. Where an employee may wish to do so, the Services
Centre {SERV) issues a form which you can fill out providing the location of the will and name and
address of the exectutor. This form can also be included in your personal file at the Department.
Keeping a copy of your will at the mission can also alleviate difficulties since it may be necessary for
certain actions to be taken before family or friends in Canada can be reached.

Note — It is also important to remember to complete the Next of Kin section in your passport and
keep it amended if and when necessary.

Supplementary Death Benefit

SBP (Compensation Services) keeps a record of your beneficiary for superannuation purposes.
Ensure that this information is up-to-date.

Taxation
Income Tax:

For tax purposes, you will need to determine your residency status when you leave Canada as
follows:
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