
Hearing aids and pacemnakers
X-ray apparatus, plaques and film
Medical and dental furniture
surgical knives, retractors, tveezers, valves, chisels, etc.
Syringes, needles, catheters, canulae, etc.
Cotton, gauzes and -other materials impregnated with
phariuaceutica ls
Catgut and surgical thread
Surgical g loves
Dental and bone cernent
Contact lenses and spectacles
Wheeloha irs
Sterilizers

Excluded are aIl pharmaceutical, preparations.

The total market for medical equipment, apparatus and supplies,
as defin4d above, vas valued at $491.0 million in 1991, showing a
35.5% increase over the. $362.3. million level of 1990, itself
26.9% above 1989 levels. Based on January-October f igures, in
1992, the. market grew by an additional 14.4% to $561.5 million.
Table 1 shows total apparent consumption of medical equipment
apparatus and supplies.

Soveral factors have brought about this qrowth: Mexican economic
and trade policies, as uridelined in Section 2; the growth of the
>(exican population; the increased number of infectious diseases;
the faot that much of the, medical equipuent used in Mexico is
outdated technoî>oically and is in constant need for repaira or
substitution; the lacc of spare parts, proper mai.ntenance service
and the lack of technicians, reason for wiiich old equipment is
oftn stored away brinqing about an overali shortage of
equipment; the 1990-1994 modernization pr9qram for the. public

heath ecor and the. sol idarity proga wh4icii have translated
inoequipment purcases and an overall moderjiization of rural

clinica and hospitals; and an increased effort by the, >Ixican
governuent to reacii vider coverage through public vaccination
capaigna, and other health-related campaigns.
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