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girls are revealed, culminating
in the solo dance of a nun. 'Me
mood shifts dramatically when
Kennedy's deatb is announced
and the children revoit, the
pave of their dancing rising to
a wild and disturbing frenzy.
Poetry and atbleticism com-
bine to recreate in stunning
fashion thse ethos of political
and religious rebellion that
occurred in the 1960s in
Quebec.

Indeed, Maheu's theatre roots
go back to his days as an acter
in thse Quebec of that time. He
then tumed to mime and street
theatre in order to break
through the restraints imposed

~by traditionalism. He studied
Swith such European masters of

mime as Yves Lebreton,

A Eugene Barba in Denmark,

fi.shooting gallery where Over the past decade, Gilles ICarbone 14's Le Étienne Decroux ini Paris and

girls gun down their loyers; an Maheu bas produced a series Dortoir: "brilliant Jerzy Grotowski in Poland

acrobatic dance over and of provocative and award-win- imagination and before retuming to Quebec in

under a wbirling bcd; a room nmng works, including Le Idizzying freiizy." 1975 te found bis own troupe.

with dead trees hanging from Voyage immobile (1979), Mabeu progressed from street

the ceiling - these are flot Pain blanc (198 1), L'Homme ing rave rcviews across the theatre to, fuli-scale produc-

images associated witb tradi- rouge (1982) - a solo perfor- continent. Thse Salzburger tiens, dctermincd te "redis-

tional tbeatre. But then mance - and Le Titanic Nachrichten bailcd the cover Uic art of sbaking tbe

Carbone 14 is net a traditienal (1985). Le Rail (1983), a "brilliant imagination and viewer's complacency - the

theatre group. This vibrant denunciatien of pbysical and dizzying frenzy" of Uic pro- art of overwbelming." He

troupe from Montreal is one of moral cruclty described in duction; Uic Glasgow Herald believes tbat theatrc, like

thse most renowned contenipo- The Punter of Brighston, declared tbe troupe "justly music, must appeal te Uic

rary exponents of peiformance England, as "spectacular and acclaimed as one of the most senses and not only te Uic

tbeatre, incorporating dance bard-hitting," won Best exciting new pisenemena in mind Refusing Uic label avant

and music with a minimum of Scenograpby at tbe Festival of Uic growing area of perfor- garde, bc cails bis work Uic

text, providing a kaleidoscepe Uic Americas i 1985. mance tbeatre." In February theatre of today, wbicb speaks

of sound and motion that bears H<2mlet-Machine (1987), a 1990, Le Dortoir began a two- to Uic people of teday in

more resemblance te a rock fragmented visionl of ideolo- monUi Canadian tour, preced- vocabulary suitcd te modern

video Uian te Tchaikevsky. gies previding "a grand per- ing a return te, Europe in July times.

Thse company was foundcd in formance ... ef unbelievable and te Uic Brooklyn Academy Maheu's work bas breught

1975 by Gilles Mabeu under violence and darkness" (Nord ef Music i Uic United States hlm te thse forefront of perfor-

Uic title Les Enfants du par- Eclair, Lille, France), captured ini Uic fail. mance theatre, an intemnational

adis, a reference te a film Uic samne award in 1987. AIl of Maiseu's inspiration fer mevement wîi exponents

about nineteenth century street Maiseu's work cemments on Le Dortoir came frem a cbild- Uireugiseut Uic world. Carbone

performers in France. It centeinporary social issues, bood phetograps. The action 14 bas been lavisbed wiUi

evolved inte Carbone 14, uak- frein consumnerismn o e i ccurs i Uic dermitory ef a critical praise wherever it bas

ing its new name from Uic pro- nature ef revolutien te Uice rele CaUielic boarding school, a appeared. The multi-

cess of determining Uic age of ef Uic individual in a bureau- sterile environnient ef metal disciplinary talent of Gilles

ebjects by measuring Uic rate cratic system. beds and breken windows, on Maheu - acter, director,

of decay of Uic carbon 14 con- Mabeu and bis cempany of 12 Uic day that United States anuior, choeographer,
tained witisin. bave performcd Uiroughout Uic President John Kennedy was designer - speaka te the


