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later generation must determine, died at Cape Town on After maki ng a few local allusions be referred to the
the 27 th of March. He was an Englishman by birtb, tendency to simplify the three R's which are merely
but for more than baîf his lifetime a résident of South instruments and not culture. No téacher could ho-
Africa, and for many years Prime Minister of Cape excused for neglecting the most thorougb drill ù>~ correct
Colony. To the Dutch bopes of driving the Englisb spelling and' reading, the most legible and beautiful
out of South Africa, ho opposed the idea of a UTnited style of wvriting, and the most accurate and rapid mani-
South Africa under British mIle, a federation extending pulation of figures. Hie cal led attention to the attempts
from the Zambasi to the Cape; and tu him is due the to make spelling more simple, te make writing more
plan of a IlCape-to-Cairo" -rail way, wbicb should ulti- brief, as in sborthand, and to make school arithmetic
mately bring the greater part of tbe continent under less complicated by the adoption of purely docimal
British rule. His great wealýh, acquired in the diamond Iweights and measures. The schoolmaster could flot wait
fields, was used to promote colonial extension and te, for these improvements te corne on the stage. Ho rnust:
forward schemes that ho believed to ho in the interosts teach his pupils to master tbemn thoroughly ai they
of the empire. He will ho buried, at bis own roquest, stand at prosent. But tbey are not culture, only the
on an eminence far in the intorior of the country, instruments for the winning of a living and theobtain.
where an important treaty with .the natives brought ing of culture.
the northern territeries of Rhodesia under British Ho next reforred to the group of subjects which might
protection. ho called the"inspirational, because they started tbe

After an interview with Lord Kitchener, acting pupil to tbinrin useful linos, enabling him te use tbe
President Schalk-Burgber of the former Transvaal gov- three R's as an implement of culture and industry, the
emnment, bas gone te meet Pretsideit- Steyn, Général present condition of man as shown in geography, what
Delarey and other Boer leaders, to discuss proposais for ho has dune in bistory, wbat be ig doing in modem
peace. It às reported that, General Botha wiîî also civics, tbe laws of nature whicb condition ail ho does in
attend this conférence and abide by its decision. The nature-study. '% When the tbree R's formed the wbole
peace movement, however, bas not interfered witb the course of the scbool, Shakespeare described the achool
military operations; and thý British, thougb thoy bave boy 11creeping like mnail unwillingly te school." WiMb
met with more than one serious reverse witbin the lasý aIl the crowding of the new subjecta the Shakespeare of
two monthe, are graddiilly n[arrowing the field of opera- today would see him Iltumbling with merriment and
tions and reducing the strenýgtb of the enomy. obsemvaànt fui" to school.i

t A century ago the training of the boys was a practi-There was severe flgh ting aIl day long on March 3 1lst, cal appmenticeship to, work. The recoil from thia exj>eri-in the neighborbood of 'Hart's River, in the soutbwestern ment during the past century carried ail educationistaextremity'of the Transvaal, between a force commanded oe h ol ebp o a ntedrcinobyve tenha Kitcene (brother ofo Lord iicnne) anddrctooby énéal itcenr (roter f lrdKithenr),an puroly intelleétual form of education. We are nowtbe forces ýof Generals Delarey and Kemp, resulting in orcovering to the extent of combining the intellectNialthe. repulse of the Boers, after heavy losseson botb and the practical. Wben the hand., is trained te drawsides. The Canadian Rifles especially distinguisbed them- whatever the oye can see, tbree-fourths of the trainingelves, one party, under Lieutenant Carmuthers, holding of the muscles'for eacb and every manual employmentits p08t until everymian was killed or wounded. is virtually obtained, a moral aiterativo school tonic is
It is' reported that a force under Géneral Botha is given, and the idea of the dignity and utility of skilled

advancing towýard the Natal frontier,_ and that the tewn labor is suggested at an early age. Tho manual train-
guards of Ladysmith and the neamer towns are under ing school programmes, as well as the domestic science
arme to repel invaders. ý%course, the laboratory and field courses of nature-study,

Negotiations concorning the Manchurian treaty ho- and school gàrdens, develop this combination of the
tween China and Russia, are completed. The temes of intollectual and the practical still more completely.
the treaty are understood te ho satisfactory We Great Fie referred in some detail te the history of the ex-
Britain and Japan. permemnts made in Franco duming the last quarter of a

____________________century in developing the most effective systemn of rural
education. No country appeamed te ho se free to, expOri-

Teachelms' Instftute at Pietou. mont, and the. exporiments were considered of sucb
-- value by the llritisb Educational Commission that the

The first meeting of the Teaclîgm' Institute for In- wbole of Volume VII of their special reports was de-
pectoral Division eNo. 9, which includes the County of voted to their présentation in a clear form tu the British
?iotou and South Colchester, was beld in the Picteu public. Hie conceluded.by reading several oxtracte from
%.cademy on the 25th, 26tb, and 27th of Marcb. Themo the conclusions of the two chief writers and invostiga-
vas an enrolment of 170, including the most of the tetis, and of tlhe director of the commission, in which
eaohers from the towns of Pictou, Trumo, New Glas- they rocommendod to the British people and parliament,
,ow, Westville and Stellarton. At the opening meet- a combination.of intellectuel and practical education,
rig on Tuesday evening the Institute received a cordial and the support of good schools and tho beat teachers
,nd well expressed welcome from Mayor Macdonald of possible in the rural districts of the country as well as'ictou and Principal Maclellan of the Academy. They in the contres vof population. The extracta wemo inirere followed by Dr. MacKay, the Superintendent of striking accord with the educational reforme which were
,Mucation. almeady intmoduced in our own province.
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