
CURRENT COMMËNTS 65

Good Roads Good Roads movement, and with the aboli-
1 tion of statute labor the expenditure of

TEAM and electric railways have not funds upon highway construction is takings yet done away with the necessity of a more business-like forrn. Better roads,the public highways, Indeed they form so then, may be considered -one of the évidences
important a part of the transportation sys- of present-day progressiveness.
tem that practically every ton of freight
moved by the railways must first 1e carried What Schools Cost
over the country roads. The extension and
improvement of the railways is of vital imý- DUCATION is net a cheap thing, al-
portance to the nation, the future prosperity E though it is perhaps the best invest-
of our greatest industries dèPending upoii ment that can be made. The immense
the solution of the transportation problem amount of money that is expended in the
which is now so seriously confronfing both work of modern educational sýstems may bc
business men and statesmen. A network estimated from figures such as the follow-
of railway lines covers the older provinces ing. Europe spent last year a total of $246,-
and even the newer sections in the West are ooc>,So, with an enrollment in the schools
having their needs met as rapidly as possi- Of 45,oooooo. The United States spent
ble; but a greater network is spread over $226,oooooo, with an enrollment of slightly
the entire country, in a thousand directions, more than one-third of that of Europe. , Thé
by the highways which connect settlements yearly expenditure per pupil in the United
and towns, and which form the first stage States averages about $22. In Ontario,
in the movement of nearly all freights. The which, may be taken as the best example in,
improvement -of these public highwa 9 's, Canada, the annuaI expenditure is nearly
therefore a matter of fundamentY im- $5,oooooo, and the average cost per pupil
portance. about $io. The expenditure in many

Country roads in Canada are not alto- American cities surpasses this. New, York
gether what they ought to be. In maný spends $:2ooo(:ýooo, Chicago $8,000,00oi,
pJaces they are very inferior, constructed Philadelphia and Boston over $3,000,000
wretchedly and. at certain seasons almost each.
impassable. Some more favored districts WMe the educational systein in Canada
have, roads which nature has màde good, has been developed along fairly progressive
with very little labor necessary on the parU lines and is in most respects a véry credimblé
of man to keep them in , repair. Of late One, thé cause, of éducation has never re-ý,
years considérable prýogress has been made ceived the support which, ît undoubtey
in the way -of educating public opinion to- merit& Our largest citiés are expending
ward a better maintenance of the highways. surnsridiculously below cities of the sanie
Ontariohas a Commissioner'of Highways, size in other couritries, whilt even the whole
whose seve'nth ànnual repprt, recently issued, Province of Ontario. expends only one-quar.

statts that an increasing interest is being ter of the city of New York. In. the matter
taken in the matter in all parts of the pro- of our colleges and universities the lack of>
vince. The most careless. and unsysternatic sufficient public suppprt is even more appar-
work was formerly put Ùpon the roads, but ent. 'Toronto and Queen s Uhiversities are
it is now.rerognized that there is a science in working with a very inadequate endow-
road-building, and improved methods of ment, as is nearl ev'

y M other college in the
grading and bed-constýucîion have accoin- Dominio'n; they are doing excellent work,
Plislied a great deal in a nuinber'of district8. but theyýheed better support to do the work
A part of the policy of the Governnient in ..,thàt moderi.i Ùp-to-date collqM should cjoý
this connection is to educate the people by XcGill is in better circumstances and her

-means of public,- meetings and demonstra- greatness to-day is a testiniony to ý hoýv
tý : many of which were held 4uririg the wise1ý.such benefactions can be made use
paetý,year. .As a result the rnunîtipalities of. e cause of edication has aa yet ukeý
am A,ýÎkening_ to the importance of the an insufficiént hold uponthe synipathiçý of
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