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galopais of Characters:
Irgnati Hump: Soldier: Hero: Batman. In love

with-Marie Brillon: Once a lace-maker, noir, lby
the cruel vicissitudes of ivar, barmaid in an estam-
inet, alsoheroine. Kînd of stuck on Lqnatz.

Old Man Brillen: Marié's father
Auguste: Belgian: Villian: Roadmender: Spy.

Maric's cousin.
Other Accessories :Canadians: Soldiers : iluman

Roings.

Tbey spilled ever into bis field dressing poucli. His,
moke helmot salchel bnlged with tbem. 11e stnck them
t bis boots and bobind bis oars and stili tbey came.
'inally, eue disgrunted player stood np and said "'Hump,
ou're a crook. 1 won't play any more with yen, besidos
'm broke".

One by one the mon withdrew until finally Ignatz was
,ý in sole possession cf the but--and tho kalea. Ho yatwn-
di lit a rag in a tin of dubbin, as bis candIe was almnoat
onsumed, took off bis boots, wound bis watch, pillowed
is bead ou bis tebacco pouch and feli asleep 'witb a emile
f influito content distorting bis pale, prenld face.

Far beyend tbo ridge flare liglits glimmered and glowed.
L distant. mstcblne-gun muttered at intervals. A very neisy
attery in the edgeocf the woed nttered four distinct and
wful whoops. The sbells droned tbrough the meist air te
ýurst far oveu the German linos with the muffled tap cf
brapuol. The night wind soughed and sigbed tbrougb
b. trocs.' A niee, sociable rat pattored over the fleur cf
ho but, seleted a couple cf freeli " fivos " from Pte. Hump's
ff seoc, dotacbod saine cf bis superabundant bair and

ned in the east, The morning
vay befoe thec need of breakfast.

îIf .
IPhen ho attacked the tunic, wlsbing ail the while tbat

the Exalted One would bny leather buttons. There was no
help for it however, so he cleaned these and the badges
willi bis master's tooth-brush and powder.

Being free now to do the shopping. lie made for the
nearest Estaminet, as the Regimental C,-nteen was many
weary leagnes away and ont of nearly everytbing. Thus
it was that hie trudged along the self saime b ighway on the
aforo mentioned morning, careless, happy, and withont
premonitien of the calamity which was abont to bofaIl him..

Ignatz was usually an observant man, but sa engrossed
wais hie with his good fortune that 'he failed te notice the
black-browed, black-bearded, Belgian road-mendor who
trifled witb a shovel, flirting with work for the Governinont
at four francs per. He failed te notice that this porson
watched him, not with the apathetic indifference of the
average native, but with a keen, close scrutiny. Ail un-
consciens of iuiponding dange-r, Pte. Hump passod on,
lnhaling the soothing perfume of bis 'Arf a gfo' wlth an
uutroubled spirit.

He reached the "'Estaminet A la Frontière ", pusbed
opon the ricketty door, stole a glass semeone had laid down
for a moment, drained it, took it up te the counter to ho
replenished, and beeing none of his frionda near, paid for
it himself.

Our beo was a practised and discriminating imbiber
cof beer, but this Bolgian stfif "1got his geat". Hie 'swallowed
it witb the ease cf long use and a sbuddot cf distaste,
callod for anether and thouglit about bis sboplng.

Thon it was, at that fateol moment, bis oye' feil on
Marie. Thero she stoed sedate and calmis Iadling out the
Ilfroth" at the rate of flIy two quarta an heur, short-chang-
ing the dissolute soldiery witb a dexterity demanding
admiration.
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