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played sucb narrow meanness of sont, sucb wilful perversiol
of the truth, such utter unscrupulousness in dealing with th(
words, actions and characters of their fellow-countrymen
For the politician, with whom everything subserves party, b(
1hle as perfect as bis elected, restricted position allows him tc
be, is of the earth earthy ; whilst bis love of country and
.olicitude for the welfare of the people are stroingly tinc-
tured withi self-interest, ambition and huinan passion. Aý
Addison puts it, violent parÈy spirit " is very fatal hoth to
rnen'.s niorals and their understandings ; it sinks the virtue
of a nation, anl îlot only so, but destroys even its cominon
senise."

If such are the resuits of the spirit of faction upon a
nation at large, its influence upon the delicate, sensitive
bonds of friendsbip cannot but be pernicious, if not disas-
trous.

In reviewing the course of tbe relations that existed
amongst these three illustrions men, it may be stated that
Addison, hy temperament, mode of life, as well as by the
peculiarities of time and place, was especially fitted to form
strong and enduring attachinents with men ; and no enjinent
man of public life lost fewer friends or retained more. Ahl
wbo knewv bim agree that bie possessed in the highest degree
those qualifications whicb are requisite for winrîing and pre-
serving tbe good-will and affection of bis fellowmen.

Addison's friendship with Steele dated back to early
days when tbey were boys together at the Cbartreux. After
years of separation, it' was renewed and strengthened by
community of interest and aim, as well as by the closest
companionship. And so it stood for years ; but at Iengtb
came the little rift within. tbe lute.

Old Polonius knew tbe value of bis advice to his son
when bie said

Neither a borrower nor a lender be,
For loau oft bases both itselt and fi-ieud(."

Steele, wbose imiprovidence was often bis undoing, borrowed
moniey from Addison, who, on one occasion, probaibly in a
heated momtrent, caused by fruitless bickerings, repaid him-
self with the assistance of a bailiff. This action flot un-
naturally rankhed in the beart of Steele, but their relations
thougb strained were not broken. Probably the repeated
kindniesses of Addison, the necessity of bis favour and the
sense of justice outweighed tbe chagrin and tbe sense of
shame aîîd unfriendliness. After a time, their old habits of
familiar intercourse were resumed. But tbe frieridship, tlîat
could withstand even sncb an assanît as tbis, at length went
down before the rancour engendered bie mnere pohitical dif-
ference.

Both meri were Whigs. A controversy, bowever, over
Sunderland's IlPeerage Bill " arose, concerning wbich, by
tho irony of fate, the two friends took opposite views. Steele
wrote a pampblet whicb provoked an answer from Addison.
'The contest did not proceed far before tbe controvertists
were engaged in personalities and mutual recriminations ;
and the friendsbip of a hife-time was shattered by a paltry
squabble over the merits of a Parliamentary Bill. As Dr.
Jobnson says "Every reader snrely must regret that these
two illustrions friends, af ter so many years passed in confi-
4-ence and endearment, ini unity of interest, conformitv of
opinion, and friendsbip and s9tndy. sbould finally part in
acriînonions opposition. Why could not faction find other
advocates. But among the uncertainties of tbe bumnan state
we are doomed to number the instability of friendsbip."

Addison and Swift, the two keenest and slhrewdest oh-
servers of their age, were, at tbe commencement of their
public career attacbed to the samne politicad party and pa-
trons. For the history of tbeir friendsbip little need be
added to wbat Swift bias lef t us in bis Journal to Stella.
Tbey fiad become acquainted during their residence in Ire-
land and Swift's visits to Englandf; 'but their attachment
ripened, reached fruition and decay during those tbree
mnorable years (1710-171:3) passed by Swift in London,
whicli are described at great length in bis Journal, one of
the most minute life records ever left by a great inan to
posterity.

How close and sacred was tbe tie, that bound these two
eîninent men together may be gatbered from the frequent
daily recurrence of, IlI dined, or sat, or walked, or drove
witb Addison," sbowing the constant companionsbip, perfect
confidence, and genuine admiration and affection that existed
between them.
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1 " Mr. Addison's election," Swift writes, Il bias passed
easy and disputed ; and I believe if ho bad a mind to bie
chosen king bie would bardly be refused."
j Tiien Swift was introdnced to the new Tory leaders,

)Harley and St. Johin, which was followed by bis defectiofl
1fromi the Whigs StilI, for a tie, the old relations were

nîaintained. But the leaven was at work and the arch -demoil
*of discord was only awaiting bis chance, which soon came.-

*Steele, in violation of bis4 promnise to abstairn fromi pOli'
tics. wrote an article in The Tatier against llmrley, for -hiClî
he wvas deprived of bis position of Gazetteer, and tbre
bundred pounds a year. Svift, out of consideratioîi for Ad,
dison as imuch as anything, being desirions of keepina Steele9
in bis other position, the stamped paper office, visited the
fornmer ta discuss the situation with binim but, as hie saYS,

I found party had so possessed himi that bie talked as if hie
suspected nie, and would îîot faîl in witb anything I s51id,
So I stopped short in my overture and we parted drylv."
The next dlay lie says, I went to the coffeelbouse, whe'e
bebiaved myseif coldly enough to, Mr. Addison."

StilI, for somne time yet, the friends dined togethet'; but
tbree weeks later lie writes," Mr. Addison aîîd I illeet a littde
seldoiner than forinerly, although we are stilI at bottoilI as
good friends as ever ; but differ a little about party." Then]
the îvarm meetings grew cool and seldom, and the brave
dinings ceased, and Swift graced the tables of Harley and
St. John more frequently.

IlMr. Addison and I," he states, Il bardly mneet once
fortnigit; bis parliamnent and mny different friendships keeP
ns asunder." And two days later, " Mr. Addison and 1 lui
diflerent as black and white, and I behieve our fniendsht"P
will go off by this damned business of party; lie cannot hear
seeing nie fali in se with this mninistry ; but I love biim
still, though xve seldorn meet."

Swift was now an out-and-out Tory, Addison remained
a staunch Wbig, and the estrangement was comiplete An
tbe gaunt spectre of faction, that had erected a barrier of ic
between tbem, stood by, laughing grirnly at bis liandiWork,
Yet, it is remarkabhle tht neither then nor after did thleSe
two. who had drifted so far asunder, cahumniate eacb otlier or
indulge in personal attack or abuse. Nay, the very next
entry in the Journal proves tbe f'nutual respect and forbear-
ance that subsisted between tbem. Swift stihh wisbed to
effect a reconciliation between Harley and Steele, mnd X'
an appointaient for tbeîn to ineet, wbiclî Steehe, for sOgme
reason, failed to observe.

I behieve," says swift, " Addison hindered lîim out o
mere spite, being grated to tbe soul to think bie sliould ever
want my help to save his friend ; yet now hie is solicitingu'el
to mnake another of bis friends Queen's Secretary at G;eneva,
and I will do it if I can." dFrom this ont, witb a single exception, Addison ad
Swif t met as mnere acquaintances, excbanging the couilmoil
civihities of the cofl ee-houýe and club. Yet under these
chilled conditions there existed a strong undercurrenit. of
affection restrainied and régret for thîe cruel restrictions Wh'cb
party-spirit liad put npon *tbeir intercourse. cc 1 calhed ab
the coffee-liouse," Swift writes, " and tailke coldly awhiîe
witb Mr. Addison; aIl our friendship and dearness are0;
we are civil acquaintance, tahked words, of course, of wbefl
we shaîl meet, and tbat is ahi. I bave not been at îýnY liouse
with biîn tliese six weeks; the other day we wcre to have
dined to gether at the Comptroller's, but I sent my excuses'

.en engaged to the Secretary of State. Is it not dh
Odd, indeed.

O>ne mfore passage wlîicb ends in bitterness, sadnies and
regret. bv

"We are grrown cemmnon acqnaintaîîces;- yet, wheate
not I done for lus friend, Steele. I bave introduced 11arrl.
son, w.ioem Mr. Addison recominended to 'ne, to tbeeIr
tary of State, wbo bias promised me to take care of hi n, ta
I have represented Addison blînself so to the MinistrY't
tlîey thiîik and talk in bis favour, tbongbi they htdbn
before. Welb, bie is now in miv debt and tiiere is a1.lld

and I neyer had tbe least obligation te bim, and tbere iSother en ntee lee eatostiylved d"
Swift's stay in London.

A few years later tlue Whuigs were in power and Addiý
son went as Chief Secretary to Ireland. But bie bad beil
advised to show no civility te the Deani of St. Patrick~ ,b Wo
was thon living in the mirk and gloom of political igino1it'Y


