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such candidate or party, or any newapaper
which supports them ? It may be that a
layman's wanl. of legal training is at fauit,
but it is not easy for such an one to dis-
criminate clearly between the two cases, or
to see why the one may nlot be as truly a
"4matter of a mixed spiritual and temporal
character " as the other.

How wouid the general principles on
which the decision is based affect boycot-
ting? If any number of citizens have a
right to join a religions society, snd em-
power the head of that society te say what
books and papers they may or may not
read, buy, seil, etc., why may nlot the
saine or other citizens also forai a society
and empowcr the head of that socicty to
say with whom, they may or may nlot trans-
act business, have social intercourse, or
whether they shall even supply certain
offenders with the necessaries of life ? It
is conceivable that no malice couid bc
proved on the part of such head, but only
a desire to further certain ends which h1w
may believe to be fair and honest, and for
the mixed temporal and spiritual good of
the members of the society.

With ail due deference to the iearned
and able judgmcnt of Mr. Justice Daherty,
may it not fairly be qirpstioned wheîher
the issues involved in this judgment are
flot se far-reaching, and so closely related
to individual freedorn of thought and
spýýech, as to make it very desirable that
thejudgment should be subm4.ted to a fuit
court or even to the tribunal of last resort t
If so it is to be hoped that the plaintiti
may be able to obtain such a reference.
We might add that the judgment almost
ignores the awful threat of the circular on
which so mucli depends.

MONTREAL LETTER.

The struggle for football honors cnded,
as far as the clubs of this province ia con-
cerned, last Saturday, when the Montreal
football team was defeated by the teami of
Ottawa College by a score of 14 to 11.
The great fight wili now be between the
Ottawa College anri the ieading team. of
the western league in somne Ontario city.

The Montreal Street Railway in its
annual report just issued shows profits for
the year amnunting to nearly $215,000 as
against $11f3,OOO the previofis years. Onut
of this two four per cent dividends have
been paid and the balance of 83 7,000 add-
cd to the surplus. Thia3 is a good showing
and proves what can be doue under a good
system and cheap fares.

Thie great event in the legal courts the
past week was the delivprv of the judgment
in the famous case of the Canacla
Revue vs. Arcbbisblop Fabre by Judge
Deherty. The judgment, which was a
meat elaborate one, cevered about sixty
pages of large foolscap paper, and its de-
livery occupied nearly two hours, The
finding was in favor cf the defendant
whose act did not censtitute an invasion
of piaintiff's riglit, aithough it affeýcted bis
intereste. It was Ildamnum abasque in-
juria " but did not render its auîthors
responsible in damages. This case arose
out of the act of the Bishep in placing
the ban of the churcli upon the plaintiffs
paper'which had published articles rather
derogatory to tbe clergy.

The Arts, Liw and Science st udents of
MoGillhad.their "niglit"at the theatre iast
Friday, and from every point of view-
attend ance, niusic and neise-it was a great
success. ihey owned the theatre for the

night and seemed also t0 have acquired a
proprietary right to certain streeti-, bA'ore
and after the play. They kept the
mniddle of the road, however, and
sent the lioman tire balla straight in the
air, and no serious resuits arose froin the
demonstration except to the students
themselves wlio in the morning conver8ed
among îliemselves in hoarse whispers
Tiiey had a big time in the theatre and
out of it; they prcscnteu hunge bouquets of
fiowers to the stars of tbe company duringJthie early hotîrs cf the niglit, and serenaded
the professors betwe midnight and Mnora-
ing. A brasa band took a prominent part
in' the event.

Josephi Jones, Coroner, died hast Satur-
day at the advanced age cf nearly 87
years. Mr. Jones was probably the
otdest coroner in the Dominion, having
been continurnusly in office for fifty-seven
years. It is stated that he held no less
than 11,400 inquestq during the long
tenure of his office. He was the oldest
,juiutico of the peace, as well as one of, if
flot the olde8t, lieutenant colonel of militia
in thc Province. Huas official experience
had beeni a varied one, as might be expect-
ed. lie coriducted the inquest upon Mason,
%who was killed mn an attack upon the resi-
dence of Sir L. I. Lafontaine. lie presid-
ed ever the inquest on the body of Major
Ward, killed in a duel by Mr. Sveeny, a
local lawycr of ceiebrity at tbe time. He
aIse held inquesîts arising out of the
Gavazzi riots, thie explosion of thc st.eam-
er Iron Duhce, the terrible calaînity at
Beimil, and many ether sad events.
Coroner Jones' life was an interesting
page of higtory. Hie waï bora in Quehec
in 1808, of Welah parents, wai educated
there, and at the age of twenty-sevcn re-
moved to Moutreal wliere lie remained
until the day of bis death.

After a long and severe fight the Hon.
Honore Mercier has at last succumbed te
the commun enemy, and his body lies in a
grey, coid vault in the Cote des Neiges
cemetery, behind the mountain. The
whioie city mourned bis deatli, and hardly
was there a flagstafi' that had not a flac, at
half mast a few minutes after the news
spread tlirough the city. Only the good
oà the past was rcmembered. Mr. Mer-
cier's life was an eventf ut one; honora were
showered upon him at home and abroad;
and lie lived in a inauner becoming two
centuries ago giving full vent to al[
bis desire for show and pomp regardless of
expenses. He was a man of indonîitable
energy which made bis comparatively
short life equal to the lives of ten ordinary
men; always active, courageous and hope-
full even when his friends were low spirit-
ed and dowil-hearted. [t was this cnergy
that made the death struggle s0 long and
liard, and it might be said that hie died on
lis feet. The funeral was one of the iongest
ever held in Mvontreal, not even excepting
the funerals of Cartier or McGee. Many
thousands caine in by train fromn the vani-
ous cities and towns of the Province; many
thousands walked iii the procession and
tnany thousands looked on. The demon-
stration was immense, aithougli having no
officiai character, and it showed the feel-
ing of respect to the menmery of the dead
Premier. There was censiderable show
and pomp in connection witb the funeral
as it dragged its slow Way threugh the
principie streets of thc city, but it was he-
titting a man of Mr. Mercier's character,
who, in bis lifetime, lovcd mcch grandeur
and admiration.

MY AUTOGRAPHS 0F 1THE IlAUTO-
CRAT."

I venture to think that I arnt flot,
ing too large a boast when I dlaim tO
pnssess a unique copy of the Il Auitocrat
of thc Breakfast Table." It came iritO
my possession in the following manner:

In the month of February, 1887,
through thc kindness of William Dean
ILoweils, who personally conducted nie
into Dr. fiolmes' presence, I enjoyed the
nover-te-be-forgotten priviiege cf spend-
ing part of an afternoon in the beau-
tiful stcdy looking eut upon the Chartes
River.

1 well remember the current cf Our
conversation, in whidh the subject cf liere-
ditary and pre-natal influence bore a pro,
minent part, but shall net attempt te re-
cai any cf it here, interesting and char'
acteristic as what Dr. liolmes said coutl
net fait te bc.

White taking a hcrried scrvey cf tbe
bocks that crowded the rcom, it eccurred
te me that 1 had at home a perfect copy
cf what I conceived to be the tirst editicfi
of the Il Autocrat.' It bore the imprnt
cf Phillipa and Sampson, and was ewibelk
lished with a number cf pictures freim the
the pencil cf Hoppin. It had been in uil
possesqsion a good many years, and 1 al-
ways regarded it as ene cf the cboicest cf
îny literary possessions.

On my describing thc bock to Dr.
Holmes lie said it must be a copy cf the
flrst edition, and in answer to my enquiry
was not sure whetber or not lie himsetf
hait a copy.

The happy thought at once came te
me that I might effect an exchange that
would ho mutually agreeable, and I sug'
gested te Dr. hIolmes that if lie would
write lis favorite verse in a modern copY
of the "Autocrat" 1 would gldyex-
change MY copy for it.

tic demurred at (lepriving me cf a
volume I liad evidently treasured, butI
asscred hinm that-I would conisider myscîf
grcatly the gainer by the arrangement
proposed, and 1 came away prcmising te
scnd 1dim the bock immediately on my rp-
tcrn home.

[ did net fait te keep my word, and
shortly after despatching the volume re-
ceivcd the follcwing acknowledgment

My dear Sir,-
I am very glad to have a copy of the

tirst edition cf Il The Autocrat." I ai]
net sure that I have one with thc imprntt
of Phillips and Sampson, and even if one
should le found upon my shelves, 1 have
twc children, ecdl cf whom wculd be
mucli pleased te own a copy cf that edi,
tien.

1 witl send you a more recent editicOi
with thc verse in it which yeu ask fer,
and which I shall be pleased to copy fer
yeu, leaving me still your debtor for ~
kind and thouglitful service.

Believe me, Dear Sir,
Gratefully yours,

O)LIVERI WEND)ELL 1tOLMFES.

A littie later there came this no0te,
ahowing the careful nature cf the man

1 have the volume, cf the IlAuto-
crat " aIl rcady, but I want yocr exact
address which 1 have test sight cf, yeor
letter being misplaced. Please send it 0'"
a pesta] card and mcl oblige,

Yours truly,
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