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by the free admission of the products of other nations as
well as lier own ta. the British markets. What
reasonable hope can tbere be that such induce-
ments can ever prevail with our fellow-countrymen in
Great Britain 1 But we are told that the protectionist
ides, is making progress tiiere. No doubt it is finding
favour with certain classes, the on]y classes who could
hope to be profited by the taxation of food-those, namely,
who are interested in its Droduction and sale. No doubt
the land-owners and land-tillers of the Mother Country
find themnselves hard-pressed by the competition of
the vast and fertile territories beyond the sea. Their
case is a bard one, but it is in the last degree unlikely
that the fiscal policy of England will ever again be
shaped to suit the wishes of the thousande; of pro-
ducers at the expense of the hundreds of thousands
Of consumera. It is, moreaver, ta be noted that the
propased change could benefit these interested pro-
ducers only on the condition of a rise in the price of food,
the very thing that the (ianadian advocate of the chang-e
feels it necessary to argue will not take place. We yield
to none in the sincerity of our desire ta see a great en-
largement of trade between Canada and Great Britain.
May we not bope that the sojourn of sa many of the
Ministers and Menubers of aur Parliament in England this
season rnay have the effect of opening their eyes te see
that the one simple and sure method of effecting this most
desirable end i8 within our power ; that Canada bas only
te reduce the bernier which she bas herseif erected against
sucb trade-expansion, net only with England but with al
the world, in ordcr to g,.ive such an impulse ta Canadian
foreign trade as can be imparted no other way.

O NE of the noteworthy signa of the time in the United
States is the frankness with which the Republican

leaders, nlany of tbem at least, acknowledge that their
cheriýhed policy was tbe cause of tbeir defeat, and accept
the situation. President Harrison hinîself admits that
the McKinley Larifl' brought around bis party's downfall.
Mr. Cbauncey Depew said at the Chamber of Commerce
banquet in New York, that the voice of the American
people bas pronounced in stentorian tones its condemnation
of the trade policy followed for the lest thirty years in the
iRepublic, and that it now demanded and would not be
deniel a fair trial of the substitute offered by the Demo-
cratic party. He went even further and declared that if
that substitute should prove successful in producing the
favaurable effects predicted for it, he would be ona of the
first ta confess his former errons and crown President
Cleveland as tbe benefactor of his country. Such inci-
dents as these are important as showing that the triumph
of the Democrats is recognized on ail hands as the victary
of freer trada, or revenue-tariff principles, and that the
victorious party _leaders will not only ha able but will be

compellad to put the policy which bas cerried them into
oilice into practice as rapidly as circumstances wiIl permit,
More significant than ail is Mr. Cieveland's own declara-
tian that the struggle has only just begun. The outaide

î world inay therefora safely bail the entrance of the new
President into the White flouse as the beginning of a new
era in the history of tbe great iRepublic. We in Canada
M ay do so, not anly for the sake of whatever advantage
we may hope to derive from a graduai reduction of the
-Armrican tariff, but by reason of the moral effiict which
the adoption of a more liberal trade policy is likeiy to
have upon the general toue and temper of aur neighbour.
We have strong faith in the moral power of right ideas.
There is a kind of contagiousness in them. The tendency
Of the short-sighted selflsbness which prompts a nation to
Put up tha bars against other nations is to produce a crab-
bedness which is sure to show itself in other international
matters. On the other baud, when two peoples trade
freely and largely with eacb ather the very closeness of
their business intercourse makes it the more difficuit for
themû to quarre] about other things. ýNeigbbourliness in
trade prounotes friendliness and courtesy in national as in

Îdividual life.

EFOIRE these words are pinted the German Reich-
stag will have assembled in wbat will almoat surely

banexciting, and may prove ta ha a memorable, session.
The opening speech of the Emperor is awaited with a

gnod deal of interest, as it wiil probably have an important
bearing upon subsequent developments. Somne time bas
6lapsed, however, since Emperor William bas made one
Of bis strongly self-assertive speeches, and it seems not
unllkely that years and experience are bringing him a

wisdom wbicb was wanting in some of bis earlier utter-
ances. In the present uncertain state of parties it is not
easy to determine the probabilities in regard to the fate
of the Army Bill. As tbat fate depeuds largely upon the
attitude of the Centrists, and as this party is supposed to
bave ends of its own to promote, it need creata no surprise
should it not persist in the opposition witb whicb for a
time it bas threatened the measura. There is some reason
to doubt whether Iismarck's attacks apon the Bill and the
Government mey not tend to defeat their own object by
reason of their excessive violence. In view of the evident
utter înability of tbe ex-Chancellor to contrai bimself> it
becomes increasingly a mystery bow he could have for so
long a time been virtual ruler of the Empire and arbiter
of the destinies of Europe. His farocity of disposition
and tauacity of purpose may have bad not a littie ta do
with securing and maintaining that wonderful pre-emi-
nence which he maintained so long sud so boldly. These
qualities were raiuforced by the unscrupulousness in the
use of nicans whicb he is aven now at no pains to conceal
or deny. Possibly, too, advancing years and a native irri-
tibility stimuiated by disappointment and the sense of
injury aven wbich ha seema to be continuelly broodîng,
bave hed their affect in producing bis preseut unhappy
state of mind. Be aIl that as it may, it seenis toleralbly
dlean that the man whose hostility would at one time have
been more to be dreaded by the Government than that of
a host of minor oppanents, has brougbt bis influence down
ta such a level that some even insinuate that bis flery
opposition may be a help rather tban an obstacle ta the
Goverument leaders. Under any form of Government,
and especially under the German form, the chances are
usually on the side of those in power, and it is very lîkely
that the present instance may prove no exception.

PROFESSOR CLARK'S LECTURE'S ON
'PENNYON- Y!

THiE DRANAS.

0 ain reviewing the works of aur great poet we have,
fort'he otpart, flowdthe od a f terpro-

duction. In the case of the IlIdylls,11 howaver, it was
necessary, in studying the collection as finally arranged
by the author, ta depart from this order. Se in regardi ta
the dramas, altbough a goad many shorter poems were put
forth batween the publication of the various pîcys, it will
be botter ta pastpone the consideration of these and take
the dramas altogether i n order.

It caunot, in this generation, be otherwise than diffi-
cuit ta form a iudgment on the dramatic work af Tenny-
son. For thomo ta whom Tennyson had been the most
illurninating af teachers it was not easy ta corne dispas-
sionately ta the consideration af auy new work of his. On
the other baud, there are always critics ready ta challenge
an author's right ta break new ground. JUnfortunately,
genius neyer arises without baving its footsteps dogged by
envy and jealousy, and Tennyson was neyer without a cer-
tain number ai detractors who were ready ta point out
euy seeming failures af bis.

Lt is certainly not ta be wondered at that the great
poet who had writteu lynics equal te the best wbicb bad
ever appeared in auy lauguage, and had producad an epic
fit ta be placed in the same clasa witb the Il liad," the
IEneid," the IlDivine Comedy," and IlParadise Lost,"

should attempt the drauia. Hfe had stood beside Homer
and Virgil, and Dante and Milton. Might he not stand
besida Shakespeare, IEi,'cbyius, and Sophocles ý His ad-
miration for Shékespeare breaks out in bis writings.
Could he range himself with him1

The attempt was a work ai immense .difliculty in many
ways. Iu the flrst place, the state of the modern stage
was ta be considered. Was thene a chance af a great
dramati8t succeeding upon it'? For example, how many
of Shakespeare's piays are still presented? And what
changes are they subjected te before they are thouglit
fit for presentation ? and bow mucb af their popularity is
awing ta the accessories of sceuery and the like ? Tenny-
son seems ta hava came ta sea this. Hie wrote "lQueen
Mary,>" a five-act play, witb no fewer than forty-four
characters. Lt bad ta ha cut dowu and was thon anly a
moderate success. IlHarold " was much shortar. Iu
"lBecket " be returned ta the size of "'Queen Mary,"but, in
bis dedication ta Lord Selborne, ha admitted that it was
"lnet iutended in its presaut form ta meet the exigencies
af aur present theatre."

It bas beau thougbt by soma that the geuius af
Tennyson was not essentially dramatic, or that, at any
rate, it was too late in lufe for him ta take ta the drama
with any hope af success; and it doas seem as though
thera was a lack af action in some af bis piays. Yet this
is net quite tbe case with al ai tham. Perhaps we must
allow posterity ta decida this question. Lt canuot, bow-
ever, ba forgatten that, in one respect, Tennysan had not
the advantages of Shakespeare as a writer for the stage.
Shakespeare was the manager of a theatre, wbilst Tenny-
son had been aimost a recluse.
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In the geneal design of bis pieys Tonnyson selactad
the type preseuted in the Il Histories " af Shakespeare,
rather than that of the Tragadies. This inay accaunt for
the complaint that the plays do not work up ta a climax,
although this could b-aîdly ba said of IlB,,'cket." 'l' a cer-
tain exteut, we may say, Tennyson intepded ta complete
the Shakespearien cycle of histories. This had boguci with
Richard Il. and had ençied witb lHenry VIII., teking up
the great period of the cou liet of the flouses of York and
Lancaster end the bcginniug af the Reformlation. Tenny-
son completad the series et bath ends.Il "Hanold " ha
showed the laying af the foundations fan the building up
of aur modern composite Eugland-comiposite in race and
in language. In IlBecket" lie showed the struggle betwean
tbe State and the Church which nover tennîiinated until the
papal power was disowued--aven if àt bu now termiinated;
and in IlQueen Mary " lie carried oni the coiict until the
accomplishment of the L-ofornation by the accession of
Queeu Elizabeth.

Iu ona respect we meay perliaps aay that Teunnyson
warked under mare difficait conditions then thosa whicbi
bis cincumstauces itupasedý upon Shakespeare. The latter
drew bis stories froïn the chronicles4, and addressad an
audience which bsýd mare regard for litenature and art than
for the absolute eccuracy of the narrative. Tennyson, on
tha cantrany, lived and wroto in an ae when bistary had
became a science, and bound himsoif ta historical aucuracy.

The plays af Tennyson, like those af Shakespeare, may
ha studied in ane or two ways. Wo mnake Lteathem iu
the histonical order, or ini the order ai publication. Some
day, perbaps, the former way wili ho preferred, For us
who have readtbomeu as they wera writteu, it will ha mare
naturel ta take tbmin i that order. Wo shahl thleref ara
notice them, as fol]aws " lQeen Mary," IlIlarahd,"
"The Feloon," "IlThe Cup," IlThe Promise of May,"

Becket," and "The Forestursi"-ehthiough to soma ai
these anly a very few wonds (,c)e)bu gven.M

IIQueen Mary " uppoard in 1875, and iii the following
year was proented, in e roduced farin, at the Lycoum Thea-
tre in Landau, Miss Kate Batteman playiug Queen Mary,
and Mn. Irving piaying Philip ilr. Mn. Irving is said
at ta ha oi opinion that, if curtailed, it wouid ruake a
di îaguif cent donîestic dramei.' It canutot bu dauied that
the characters are dnawn witb trutb and power aud are
sustainied with a remarkable consi>itency. If it is truc
that the play is pervaded by a certain îuonotony, this id
partially attnibutebie ta the character af th,, principal
peranai the draine, aundit must be acknowhedged that
some of the situations are very strikiugý. Tho (-haratcters,
too, are neal end living charactors. Phiiip, tho lnemrow
bigot, the keold-blooded sensuaiit, Mary, sbaring lier
devotion betweeni Philip snd the, Chut-ch, Gardi-
uer, the ierce, crucl fenatic, yet tnimmner withah Cranumer,
the sae as ho appeaned in I I lenny VIII "-gyentle, weak,
heroic. We cannat wonder if George Eliot sbould say that
Tennyson rau Shakespeare verv close.

Mary id repre4ented as a womau îvhose sympathies
are essentialhy Spanish. The nwnîory ai the injuie
inflicted upan Queeu Cetharine stihi rankle in iber beent.
She can bardly thitik with patience of lber father or baer
brother. fier sisten, as the dauglitei-ofaiber mîother's
supplanter, Queen Aune Boleyn, le peculianly offlensive
ta lier.

My goad inthorCeaime (Gis] cest Icetseu
Of Stpaii, and 1 alti Spianisli ic i eyseif,

Anîd inu liylyikings. (ACt I., Si-eue ,).)

Iler passion for Phiiip was ovec-pawerng. '[et she
ld airaid chat lha may rememben bier cheveu yvars in
advauce oi him.

But will he care for tlîat
No, by the holy virgin, heiug noble,
But love nie ouly.

Thora are few scenes iu the play mare, roucbing than
those in wbich the Qtieen's devotioui and idolatry are put
in cautreet with the colduess ai lier husband, who, after
finding that there waH littie chance ai bier giving him a
son, wes in haste ta leave lier. Moreover, Phihip's ana
thought was to stnengthen Spain, and in onder ta this,
ta get the Englirb people ta proclaim war an France,
wbich thay were nat et ail icîcliued ta do. The Spaniish
ambassadai-, Simon Renard, suggested thet the King
migbt gretify the Queecu by remlaining anuether day with
bier.

ph ilip:
Madacu, a day may -ihik or save a realiyi.

A diiy Ïay save a hea-t frontîî breakitig, ton).

\Vell, shuion llenlard, chai] wv stol) a cay?

Your Grace's business will not suitfer, cire,
For ene day more, se f ac as 1 Calu tel].

l'h lip:
Then oeaday mcore te jlease ier mauîjesty.

The sunshine csweeps accoce îeiy 1f e agaili.
0 ! f I kuew you feit this partiug, lhililp,
As I do!

By St. JainmsIde pc-otest,
tJpon the f aith and hbour et e Spe)aierd,
1 aiu vastly grieved te leave your ntjesty.
Simon, i8 supper ready? (Act Ill., Scelle. 6.)

Ona ai tha most touching s9cenes is that hetweeu
Mary and her- cousin, Reginald Pale, whom she had made
Archbishap ai Canterbury.


