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Robert McGreevy, witb tijeir steam vesseis, for example,
show very clearly the natural and, we may say, almost
certain developments of saîcl a systena. And yet tbis
systeni seems te bave permeated the publie departrnentlî te
an alarming extent. The moral is Chat the man, 1)0 ho
copying clerk or member of Parliament, wbo resorts te an
unlawful device or subterfuge of this kind, at once places
bimself on tbe down grade and forfeits bis dlaim to the
confidence of bis employer. He can, in fact, no longer ho
regarded as a perfectly reliable and bonourable man, and
ho bas ne right to complain if bis employer refuse te trust
hlm further. When that employer is conducting bis own
business, ho may do ais ho pleases. When he is the agent
of another, or of the public, ho has no alternative, but is
bound to avoid the risk.

W HAT is tbe policy of the Dominion Government in
respect to reciprocity b This question must have

forced itself upon the mimd of everyone who bas paid
attention te tbe speeches made by its supporters during
the dehate on Sir Richard Cartwrigbt's motion. The
Government stands virtualiy pledged te sond delegates te
Washington in Octoher te confear with represontatives of
the United States Government wîth a view te roacb, if
possible, some agreement looking te freer commercial
intercourse hetween the two countries. Net only is it
pledged to sncb negotiations, but it deenied the matter of
sucb paramount importance as te warrant the premature
dissolution of the late Parliament, and the holding of a
general election, in order te ascertain the m inds of the
people, and secure, if possible, their mandate te push for-
ward the negetiations. That mandate they must, an var-
tue of thoir majority, reduced tbough it is, consider theni-
selves te have received. Yet they have thus far during
the session given littie or ne indication of eitber earnest..
ness or bopefulness in regarud te the comning conference.
The speeches ef their supporters during the dehate which
closed on Tuesday show a wide divergence of opinion on
the subject. Severai soemn disposed te condenin recipre-
city in any fori or degree, and argue tbat oven free
excbange of natural produots would bc followed by results
injurions if net disastrous te Canadian farmers. ihese
surely cannot faveur negetiations of any kimd. Another
class of orators would approve free exchange of natural
products oniy, wbich, aIl must perceive, themo is scarcely
the rertsotest possiility of obtaining. A third thongb
seemingly a smali clas8 would ho prepared te carry the
intercbange somiewbat furtber. But even these generally
interpose the paradoxical condition that nothing ho done te
interfere witb the protectivo character of the National
Poiicy. One Conservative speaker ohserved, with obvieus
point, tbat the members of the Opposition who profess to bo
se anxious for the fumllet reciprocity wonld ho mnch more
consistent if they were te seek to strengthen instoad of
weakening the hands of the Governaient, pending the
forthcoming negotiatiens. But it can bardly be denied
that tbe Governaient supporters theîîîseives, with fow
exceptions, have done little te strengthon its bands in tbe
aatter hy their speeches during the debato. t is true'
that the want of unanimity is quito as marked in the
speeches of the members of the Oppositien, maîay of whoiaa
shrunk with illogical dread from the bugbear of commer-
cial union with which tbey are constantly confronted.
But they have always the ready rejeinder that an Opposi-
tion is under ne obligation te do more than rongbly eut-
lino its alternative specific, while it is the business of a
Goverament te ho clear, definite and comprehensive in its

statemonts of peiicy. t may ho that the leaders of the
Governaient will ho more explicit before the close of the

session, but up te the present moment it can hardly ho

denied that they have done little te confute the charge of
the opposition that the plea on which the lato Parliament
was dissolved and the general electaon precipitated was
littie more than a hollow pretence.

T HE ld trisni hat I two are needed te make a bar-
gain" suggeststh difficulty that may arise if one of

the parties should prove nnwillimg. The difficulty becomes
stili more serions if there is reason te suspect that both

the parties may look with disfavour upon the proposed

arrangement. Such a suspicion is forced upon us in con-
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nection with the o4ject of the Imperial Trade League, ini

pursuit of which Colonel Howard Vincent, M.P. for
Sheffield, England, is just 110W visiting Canada. Col.
Vincent, if correctiy reported, in his Montreal speech said
that he wi8bed it to ho distinctly and emiphatically under-
stood that the League which ho represents seeks in no way
wbatever to interfere in the slightest degree, either now
or at any future time, with the fiscal and political inde-
pendence now ejoyed by the self-governing colonies. The
question is to be regarded as one of trade, pure and sue-
pie. But so far as we have been able to sec, Col. Vincent
made no attempt to explain how a colony, Canada for
instance, could enter into an agreement to give preferen.
tial treatment to British goods in ail its tariff arrange-
monts, without to that extent sacrificing at least its fiscal
independence. No one can ho ait the "sanie tume bound
and free, even in the matter of trading witb his neighbour.
The point is of some importance seeing that there is ne
rooni to doubt that Canada, at the late election, rejected
the Liberal policy of unrestricted reciprocity with tho
United States, mainly on the ground that such a policy
would inevitably interfere with its fiscal freedom. Waiving
this point, however, we note another of stili greater prac-
tical importance. Col. Vincent is roported as declaring
that there is nothing which the industrial inaskies of Great
Britain desire s0 mucli as dloser trade relations with the
Dominion and with the whole empire. This i8 a questiona
of fact, and Col. Vincent's tatemont implies the existence
of one of the twe conditions to which we have alluded as
vital to the success of tho scheme ho advocates. XVe can
but regret that ho did not adduce sonso proof in support of

bis assertion or opinion on this point, or that if ho did se
that part of his speech was net reported. Col. Vincent
is certainly a high authority on the subject, and we
may have failed to note the change of popular opinion in
Great Britaixi, but we confess that so far have we been
froni supposirag that its industrial masses were dekirousi of
obtaining dloser trade relations with the colonies, at the
expenso of a tax on their bread, and meat, that we have
hitherto felt persuaded, and that too by the utteraîîces of
sncb mon as Lord Salisbury himself, that one of the insu-
perable obstacles to amy such trade arrangement ais the
U nited Empire Trade League seeks to effect would ho
found in the unconquerablo aversion of thcsse masses to
any such taxation. Wben Col. Vincent bas satisfactoriiy
established the contrary ho will have taken a long stop ini

the direction of demonstrating the feasibility of the schieaue.
But evon in that case ho would, there is great reason to
fear, bc met with another obstacle scarcely le8s formidable
in tfie unwillingness of colonial, or at least of Canadiara,
manufacturers-who now exert a most powerful influence
in our fiscal legisation-to lower the barriers which new
protect themn fromi the couptition of English inanufactured
goods. ___

0 nauch for the question as orie sîrnply of trade between
~'the two countries. But as Col. Vincent evidentiy

foresees-in the case of Great Britain at least-it wouid
ho impossible to leave politics out of such a question.
Each of the contracting parties would ho bound to consider
the eflects of such a policy upon its relations to other
countries andl nations. The very existence of the treaties
wbich Col. Vincent so strongly denounces, and which, se
long as they are in force, effectually provent Great Britain
froni giving preferential ternis of trade to ber colonies, is
very suggestive of the danger to ber which would ho
involved in the abrogation of those treaties and the inaug-
uration of the preferential policy. Thougb under no0
treaty obligation, Canada is really, by the force of circuni-
stances beyond her control, under no less heavy bonds in
regard to the next door neighbhur with whom she now
doos nearly haîf her trading in spite of the bigla parallel
tariff walis. Evidently, however, the first real advance
towards an Imperial trade leagne must ho made by Great
Britain hersoîf, by denouncîng and abrogating the treaties
referred to. Ulntii some decisive maoveaïent has been made
in tbat direction, tbe discussion can scarcely ho kept out
of the clouds. llow the Colonies can help the Mother
Country i11 this nmatter, it is net easy to see. We hope
we shaîl not ho thougbt to ho inveterately opposed to freer
trade arrangements witb tho Motber Country-which we
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