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maln.taining that nothing could be more pleasant than the sense of honestly
:::mng money. He (Wedgwood) had become, after a long and severe
ret:fgle’ a ver?r rich man, and generous as he was rich ; yet he found the
spect of his early days, when he was poor, and when every shilling he
Wwas able to save was an appreciable gain, more agreeable than the affluence
to which he had attained, when shillings, and even pounds, were reckoned
:: Ver'y small sums in the larger business transactions of the wealthy firm,
: Which he had become the founder. Petty, on the other hand, considered
thi :;;P erience as a wholesome discipline, and also as a safe-guard against
urements of vice, at a period of life when such allurements are
E:it;nt. When & young man is compelled to earn his own livelihood,. he
livd » and when he finds that he can not only do so, but, by economical
Ving, lay up something for future need, it helps very powerfully to keep
thl: tout of mis?hief—a remark which is not in the least original, and to
ew ruth of which every young man is prepared to assent, but which very
young men ever attempt to put to a rigerous test.
and]-::tty left Caen in his nineteenth year, with some money in his purse,
n ore knowledge in his head. He had thoroughly mastered the French
mai‘:&ge. He lfad also a competent acquaintance with astronomy, mathe-
POsses: and naYlgation. Other acquirements he had also I‘nade, ar'xd }.1e
ank??d certam.apti,tudes which were native to him. Like 'Ben‘)at'mn
childh, in, whom, in other respects, he resembles, he had fr.om his .earhest;
Wwork ood a talent for mechanics. He delighted in watching al‘t’:lS&I'lS at
ols’ a.nd before he was twelve years of age could handle the most 'dehca.te
Proﬁtzlth .the. greatest ease. This was a faculty which was of considerable
Teturn, o him in after life. Meanwhile, on leaving the French college he
. ed to England, and entered the marine service ; but whether 1t was
iscotroy‘al or merchant marine is uncertain. Here he soon ma(?e the
Wag nely 'fha,t he was not adapted to a “life on the ocean wav.e.’ He
ailediar-mghted ; and having on one occasion in consequence of this defect
wateh 0 rePort.a. certain land-mark, for which he was t(?ld to be on the
at ; and ha'Vlng. thus incurred a rebuke from his superiors, he resolve.d
mighti Such a mistake might have had serious co'nseque.nces, and a8 it
himge] ¢ E‘tCur, he. would abandon an occupation for which he Jus.tly conceived
equal ; 0 be disqualitied. He had £60 in his pocket, and with that sum,
choice nfpu-rd,la‘.smg power to £300, or $1,500 of our money, hs.wmg made
enca: medicine as a profession, he set forth, first, to Leydefl, in Hollf'it.ld,
ein 0 Utrecht, thence to Amsterdam, and lastly to Paris, these .cl.tles
g ce,lebrated as seats of learning, and especially as schools of medicine.
an&tlc:: 18, which was then, as it still is, famous in the department of
a8 T ¥, he had for a class-fellow one who has since become known to us
When ;J?m'as Hobbes, of Malmesbury, mathematical tutor to' Charles IL
and hisri)nce °_f Wales, and the author of Leviatlzan.. At:, Paris, too, Pett?'
Dentg) I‘Othe.r Anthony, who had accompanied him 1n all these C(?ntl-
Were rWandermgs’ and for whose maintenance he had become responsible,
ol educed to such straits that, as we read, they gubsisted for two
in l‘efeweeks on two pennyworth of walnuts. Tt is here to be observed,
at atrencf’ to the £60 which he saved in Caen, that two pence would,
o wglpermd’ represent more value than ten pence oft' our money, and that
and thenuts were, in all probability, supplemented 1-)y a loaf of bread now
he did ;‘(;t lSuch were his address, ingenuity and industry, howe.vefx;;rtl;l::;
in thet Bingzlllfr lc‘lemam involved in these troubles. Fo;hw: a:f; }111; ormed
ree .OCument, his last will and testament, that a o
eccasioyears’ which was the limit of his absence .from Enghi.nd on this
only d‘;’ he returned with £70 in his pocket, having thus }ﬂtl-mately fxot
o rayed his own and his brother’s expenses out of his little capl.tal
00’ but also, as we see, increased it by the amount of £10. The sa..vmg
ug :Ley h.e Ips to keep a man out of mischief, he said,' and he was right.
MQuireethdlﬂicu.lty is to be saving withodt being SO'!‘dld ; and men who
Noney. © habit in youth are very apt to degenerate into mere mi
mit 8rubs before they become old. At the end of four years hc? was
bed to the University of Oxford to the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
\:,s' Period he was very poor, his capital of £70 having, as he inf(?rms
&to: dh?d down to £28 ; but having been appointed to the Chair of
0°llege ythln the University, and also to the Readership of Gl:eshil'n
x"’Putat,ion efn he was in two more years wortk £400. Meanwhlteonlls
% Dong at(g ;nd“StI‘y and ability had become so great, that r;(:) o oyi":
i} ang w, xford, but such men as Cromwell and.Ireton, sa:pp1 oved
Ment fq,, th en it became necessary in 1652 to organize & medica : :}1: o
Cordia] assge army of occupation stationed in Ireland, he was, Wi ot
ith ap Outrflit of all concerned, nominated to the post of Superintendent,
¥ the t of £100, and pay to the amount of. .;‘Bl a day. a
imgef ¢, :Ssm\mus cultivation of his great abilities, Petty had prepzf
® By of ake advantage of the good fortune which now accrued to him.
Some men that they were lucky, by which we mean that they

of 1y

sers and

THE WEEK. 503

have succeeded in obtaining some good thing, quick preferment, or a
great fortune, for which they have not wrought, and which, therefore,
they have not deserved. In this sense Petty was not lucky, for he got
only his deserts. He was known -to be an able man, and a hard and
conscientious worker ; and it was this knowledge of him which led to his
selection for this appointment. He led a very busy life in Ireland. The
supervision and superintendence of the medical department of the army
did not £ll his hands. He found time for other interests and pursuits.
He saw that the allotment and distribution of the confiscated estates
among the soldier); and others was not conducted either in an equitable
Some men got more, some less than their due.

or regular mannuer.
Many complained of

Often two or three grantees got the same grant.
intrusion and trespass on the part of their neighbours, while others
maintained that, having got nothing, they had either been dropped out
accidentally or intentionally overlooked. In order to remedy this state
of matters, Petty contracted with the Government to provide maps of the
confiscated districts, which comprised the greater portion of the island.
He was an accomplished geodesist and’ engineer, and his maps are models
of accuracy and good drawing. There were none equal to them in that
day, and even now they are occasionally referred to in courts of law as
eminently trustworthy. In addition to this arduous undertaking, an
undertaking which might well have engrossed his leisure hours for many
a year, he found time for the exercise of his inventive faculty, which, as
we know, was very great. His remembrance of his youthful passion for
the sea and seamanship led him to attempt improvements in naval archi-
tecture. He constructed a double-bottomed ship, thus anticipating by -
more than two centuries the modern invention of water-tight compart-
ments. He patented a new kind of locomotive carriage, a new kind
of ordnance, a new kind of water-pump. He wrote books: o treatise
entitled ¢ Political Anatomy of Ireland,” which aflords valuable infor-
mation of the state of that unfortunate country towards the close of the
soventeenth century ; another work, which he calls ¢ Taxes and Contri-
butions ;” and still another, which bears the Latin name of “Quantulum-
cunque,”’ and which is a dissertation on money. In “Taxes and Contri-
butions” he propounds the now universally -recognized doctrine that
commodities are valuable only in proportion to the labour expended in
their production; while in “ Quantulum-cunque,” he proves that it is
wrong to attempt to regulate the rate of interest, just as it would be
wrong to attempt to regulate the rate of exchange. e also, in the latter
work, endeavours to expose the then prevalent fallacy, that it was possible
for a community to become impoverished in consequence of an unfavour-
able balance in its trade. In short, if Adam Smith was, as he is sometimes
called, the father of the science of Political Economy, Sir William Petty
wag assuredly its grandfather. He was the inventor of the system of
tabulation of figures bearing on the resources, or population, or other
elements of national life and development, which we generally eall stat-
istics, sometimes political arithmetic. He was the first statistician, as
well as the best and most reliable financier, of his day ; and all his work,
of whatever kind, in whatever department of science, is so good that it
may almost be considered perfect, the} reason being that it was conscien-
tious work ; that he desired, first of all, to uphold in and express by it
what he believed to be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
gruth. He lived in an atmosphere of fire; an atmosphere made, as it
were, red-hot, by fierce civil contentions and still fiercer religious contro-
versies, by strife of tongues and furious intolerance of parties; and yet
there is not to be found in him a single trace of that bias and prcjudice
which are always begotten of pronounced partisanship, and which have
disfigured nearly all the writings of all his contemporaries. The fact is
that, constitutionally prudent, he was incapable of becoming i very hot
man on any side, no matter how deeply he may have been committed.
He may have worn the sombre ggrments, also, but only at set times and
on very special oceasions, the sombre face of the Puritan. Though a
Roundhead, we very much question if his heud was ever very round ; that
we very much question if he ever submitted to have it very much
cropped. On the testimony of Mr. John Evelyn, who knew him well, he
must have been a very jolly companion. He possessed in great perfection
the dangerous talent of mimicry ; and if space permitted, we might cite
o passage from Evelyn’s “Memoirs,” in which that gossipy chronicler
dwells with relish upon the richness of his accomplishments in that kind.
He was manifestly neither a gloomy bigot nor an impracticable fanatic,
put a strong, courageous man of the world ; strong, in that he performed
whatever work was entrusted to him faithfully and conscientiously ; cour-
in that he never permitted himself to be oppressed, much less
by the numerous difficulties and dangers which beset him at
An able, versatile, and most useful man he was,
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all stages of his career.



