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maintaiing that nothing could be more pleasant than tbe sense of bonestly

earning money. Hie (Wedgwood) bad become, after a long and severe

sJtruggle, a very rich inan, and generous as lie was rich ; yet lie found the

re'trospeet cf bis early days, wben be was peer, and wben every shilling hoe

was able te save was an appreciable gain, more agreeable than the affluence

t'O Whicb lie bad attained, wben shillings, and even pounds, were reckoned

a,8 Very sinail sums in the larger business transactions cf the weaithy firme

Of which lie bad become the founder. Petty, on the other hand, considered

hin experience as a wholesemne discipline, and also as a safe-gruard against

the allureinents cf vice, at a period cf life wben sncb allurements are

Potont. XVhen a young man is compelled to earn bis own livelibood, hoe

'aidi and when lie finds that lie can net only do se, but, by ecenonlical

l1Ving lay up something for future nood, it heips very powerfully te keep

h'l' eut cf mischief-a remark wbich is net in the least original, and te

the trutb cf wbich every yeung man is prepared te assent, but which very

few Young mon ever attompt ,te put te a rigoreus test.

Petty loft Caeni in bis nineteentb year, with seme meney in bis purse,

anld more knowledge in bis head. Hie bad thonongbhy mastered the Frenchi

language. He had aise a compotent acquaintance with astrenomy, mathe-

"'ltics and navigation. Other acquinemonts ho had also made, and hoe

PûSsessed certain aptitudes which were native te him. Like Benjamin

P'ranklin, whom, in other respects, hoe resgmbles, ho bad frein bis earliost

cbuîdbood a talent for mechanies. lie deligbted in watching artisans at

Werok, and bef ore ho was twelve years of age conld handie the most delicato

tocîs With the greatest ease. This was a faculty whicb was of considerable

profit te bill in after life. Meanwhule, on leaving the French college ho

"eturnied te England, and entered the marine service ; but whethor it was

the royal or merchant marine is uncertain. liere be soon made the

discovery that ho was net adapted te a "llife on tbe ocean wave."1 He

'Wall flar-sigbited ; and baving on one occasion in consequOnce cf this defeet

f8.ild t0 report a certain land-mark, for whicb ho was told te be on the

'WStcb, and having thus incurred a rebuke fromn bis supeniors, hoe resolved

that as sncb a mistake iniglit bave had serions consoquonces, and as it

uiiight recur, ho would abandon an occupation for wbich hoe justly conceived

hurrisoîf te be disqnalitied. Hee bad £60 in bis peeket, and with that sun',

echoie cf' Pucain power te £300, or $1,500 cf our money, baving made

medincine as a profession, bie set forth, flrst, te Leyden, in liolland,

bheng lJUtrecht, thence te Arnsterdani, and iastly te Paris, these cities

b"1 eiebratod as seats cf learning, and especially as scbools of medicine.

AtParis, wbicb was thon, as it stili is, famous in the department cf

9'iio'tGIny, ho bad for a class-fellow one who bas since become known te us

~Thola,18 Hobibes, cf Malmesbury, mathematical tutor te Charles IL

"whet Prince of Wales, and the author of Leviatlîan. At Paris, tee, Petty

and is brother Anthony, wbo had accompanied himi in ail these conti-

riexit8 l Wanderings, and for whose maintenance hie had become nesponsible,

Wei.e roduced te sncb straits that, as WO read, they subsisted for two

Whel 0 Weoks On two pennywortb cf wainuts. It is bore te lie observed,

ti referencee te the £60 wbich hoe saved in Caen, that twe pence would,

at th8.t Peniod, represent more value than ton pence cf our money, and that

t'e 'W8lnluts wero, in ail probability, supplemonted bý a loaf of bread now

e.xld then* Sncb were bis address, ingenuity and industry, however, tbat

be dîd net long, romain invoîved in these troubles. For we are informed

ith i year document, bis hast will and testamen t, that at the end of
' erwhicb was the limit of bis absence from England on tbis

ocCasionl ho rotumned witb £70 in bis peeket, having, thus ultimnately not

011ly defrayed bis own and bis brother's oxpenses out of bis littie capital

o 6)but aise, as we see, increased it by the amount cf £10. The saving

,,t GeY ey lps te keep a man out of mischief, ho said, and lie was nîglit.

th, dificnlty is to bie saving withodft being sordid; and mon who

aeqnire the habit in youth are very apt to dogenonate into more misons and

Iiioreygrubs before tbey become ohd. At the end cf four yoar s ho was

artet the University cf Oxford to the degroe cf Dector cf Medicine.
A hsPeriod hoe was vony peor, bis capital of £70 having, as ho informis

n"s dwiildled down te £28 ; but having been appointed to the Chair cf

A&Xatoi:ny 'Il the University, and aise to the iReadership cf Gresham

College, thon bo was in two more years werth £400. Meanwhile bis

reputatien for industry and ability hýid bocome so great, that not only

th" 1)0111 at Oxford, but sncb mon as Cromwell and Ireton, approvod of

axid when it bocame necessary in 1652 te organizo a medical dopart-

Tetfor the army of occupation statiened in Ireland, ho was, with the

Cod .l ssent cf ail concerned, nominated to the post cf Supenintendent,

'Withl %' Outfit cf £100, and pay te the amotint of £1 a day.
13y th, assiducus cuitivation of bis great abilitios, Fetty had preparod

to a tako advantage of the good fortune which now accrued to him.

8 8y of seine mon that thoy woro lucky, by which we mean that tbey

have succeeded in obtaining some good thing, quick preferment, or a

great fortune, for which they have not wrought, and whiclb, therefore,

they have not deserved. In this sense Petty was not lucky, for lie got

only lis deserts. Hie was known -te be an able man, and a bard and

conscientious worker; and it was this knowledge of him which led to his

selection for tbis appointment. 11e led a vory busy life in Ireland. The

supervision and superintendence of the medical dopartmnent of the arnly

did not fill bis hands. lie found time for otber interosts and pursuits.

lHe saw that the allotrnent and distribution of the confiscated estates

arnong the soldicry and others was not conducted either in an equitable

or regular manner. Some men got more, seine less than thoeir due.

Often two or three grantees get the same grant. Many complaincd of

intrusion and trespass on the part of their neighbours, while others

maintained that, baving got nothing, they had eithier bern dropped out

accidentally'or intentionally overlooked. In or(ler to remedy this state

of matters, Petty contracted witb the Governiment te provide inaps of the

conflscated district", wbich. comprised tbe grc'ater portion of the island.

11e was an accomplisbed geodesist and' engineer, and bis niaps are modeis

of accuracy and good drawing. There wore noe oqual to theinii i that

day, and even now they are occasionally referred to in courts of law as

eminently trustwortby. In addition to this arduous undertaking, an

undertaking which might well have engrossed bis leisure bours for nliany

a year, lie found time for the exorcise of his inventive fiýculty, which, as

we know, was very great. is remcînbrance of bis youthful passion for

the sea and seamanship led bim to attempt iniprovements in naval archi-

tecture. Hie constructed a double-bottomed ship, thus anticipating by

more than two centuries the modern invention of water-tiglit coînpart-

ments. Hie patented a new kind of locomotive carniage, a new kind

of ordnancc, a new kind of water-pump. Hie wrote boo0ks a treatise

entitled IlFolitical Anatonxy of Jreland," which. afrords valuable infor-

mation of the state of tbat unfortunate country towards the close of the

seventeenth century; another work, wbich be calis IlTaxes and Contri-

butions ;" and stili another, whicb bears the Latin naine of Il Quanitului.

cunque," and which is a dissertation on inoniey. In "lTaxes and Contri-

butions" he propounds tbe now uni versalIly -recognized doctrine that

comnnodities are valuable only in proportion to the labour expended iii

their production; while in "Quantiiluin-cunque," hie proves that it is

,wrong to attenipt to regulate the rate of intcrest, just as it would lic

wrong to attempt to regulate the rate of exclhange. -le also, inithe latter

work, endeavours to expose the thon prevalent fallacy, that it was possible

for a community to boconie impoverislied in consequence of an unfavour-

able balance in its trade. In short, if Adam Smith was, as lie is soînetimes

called, the father of the science of Political Economny, Sir XVilliain Petty

was assuredly its grandfatbor. Hie was the inventor of the systein cf

tabulation of figures bearing on the resourcos, or population, or otîier

elements of national if e and development, wbicbi we generally eall stat-

istics, sometimes political arithmetic. lie was the first statistician, as

well as thei best and most reliable financier, of bis day; and ail bis work,

of wbatever kind, in wbatever department of science, is se good that it

may almost be considered perfect, the reason l>eing that it was conscien-

tious work ; that ho desired, first of ahl, to upliold in and express by it

what hoe believed te be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

trutb. Hie lived in an atmosphere of tire; an atmnosphene made, as it

were, rcd-hot, by flerce civil contentions and still fiercer religions contro-

versios, by strife of tongu.es and furious intolerance of parties ; and yet

thene is not to be found in him a single trace of that bias and prwjtdice

which are aiways begotten of pronounced partisanship, and whlîihbave

disfigured nearly ail the writings cf ail bis contemporaries. The fact is

that, constitutionally prudent, ho was incapable of beconîiingi.C very bot

man on any side, no matter how doeply ho may have been conîmitted.

lie may have worn the sombre grkrments, also, but oniy at set timies and

on very special occasions, the sombre face of the Puritan. Thougb a

iRoundhead, wo very mucli question if bis heud was ever very round ; tlîat

is, we very much question if ho ever submitted te have it very mnucli

cropped. On the testimony of Mr. John Evelyn, who knew him weil, lie

miust have been a very jolly companion. lie possessed in great perfection

the dangerouS talent of miînicry; and if space permitted, we iniiglît cite

a passage froma Evelyn's "lMemnoirs," in which. that gossipy clironicler

dwells with reiish upon the richnoss cf bis accoînplisbments in that kind.

][je was manifestly neither a gloomy bigot nor an impracticable fanatic,

but a strong, courageous man of the world; strong, in tb&t ho penformed

whatever work was entrusted te him faithfully and consciontiously ; cour-

ageouS, in that hie neyer permitted bimself to be oppressed, mucli bass

overcome, by the numerous difficulties and dangers wbich beset him at

a1l stages cf bis career. An able, versatile, and most useful man lie was,


