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fOUndation for Canada's coming greatness, naturally desires to see no change
Of base.

.The Parliamnentarians have had the last of their Saturday holidays, it
le proclaUimd, so that the legislator will hardly appear in such numbers
after this, topay his respects either to Lady Macdonald on Saturday after-
nloon, or to Madame Laurier on Saturday evening. The weekly reception
at1 Earnscliffe is an interesting feature of Ottawa's social life. The house
itslelf, of gray stone, quaintly guabled with dark red wood and standing back
amon1g the tirs and inaptes, on the edge of the steep dectivity of the river
bo.nk, bas an individuality quite its own. A big good-natured mastiff,
evidelltîY accustorned to the approvat of friends rather than foes, suns hiioseif
before the door, which adroits one to a hall of the corofortabte old-fashioned
hos'pitable sort. At the end of titis, Iooking out through the arros of
the Pines and the branches of the birches upon the racing Ottawa, is thq
drawing rooro, sunlit and foul of pleasant things. ilere Lady Macdonald's
8troog personality and ready sympatby with aims that are in any way out-
Sicle the achievement of the comxnonplace, gather weekly a littie comipany
Of oanadians -some of whom for one reason or another are sure to be emi-
nentlY worth knowing. At fi ve o'ctock the stimulating urn comes in ; and

OCainally the Premier leaves the affairs of state long enough to, cross the
threshold o? bis wife's drawing, reomn and chat with hier visitors in the joctind
fahonta l>rigs, with hi ans ed ml to the lips of lis friends.

1 ai bOnfito ay tat ot anyLibeal oesareto be seen within thePortais O? Earosclîtfe. It i8 flot in the spirit of Canadian political parties
to discuss even the weather witlîout animosity.

The Session is not, however, without a social muster of the Opposition.It 5 held in the Grand UTnioni Hotel, and when it is understood that Mrs.
Aueae Mackenzie and Madame Laurier tend it their joint patronage

ittauce-w l W go without further saying. Mrs.Mackenzie's popularity
Ottaa werilie huban wa atthehel ofpubie ffarshas clung tbrthrough att the vicissitudes of the party ; and this Saturday niglit

re-uni 0n brioigs bier gentie tact? ut qualities of the bostess into play as
no'ing less general iii its character couid. The gathering is very informai.

sIflvaluabie Frenchi members sing, the irrepressible scribes of the Oppo-bitiofl and independent Ilorgans' make merry, the solemnest-visaged
h00Oral gentleman of ail the serions ranks to the Speaker's ef t goes

h 81oraî in pursuit of innumierable cups o? coffee. This departure, forSa departure, is very enthusiastically supported by the Liberals, wholeet th lack of the sociat opportunities enjoyed by the party in power.
&hIrCieftaiîis are nearly atways present - ev'en Sir Richard relaxes the

""'terities of the Partiamientary campaign'to show hiinsel? occasionally a
tiib of the drawing-room also.

SheLibrary's attractions have received the addition lately of a piture
il8, by Caîttain IRutherford, IlThe Surrender of Poundmaker." Theeeuvas is placed on exhibition here, and it is understood that the artist

*i8lies to seli it to the Goveroment for the National Gallery. As an
41rcrate repr:sentation of the scene, ada subject of no :rnall historie

r, the picture should bec!ome the property o? the Government; the
sPrietY of haning it in the National Gallery of Art is flot quite the

Te ; it is the work of a clever amateur, who saw what lie painted.
4 aPtured chief is squatted iii the midst of a semi-circle of braves,tqunafe, and Canadian officers, Goîseral Middleton sitting on a chair in theOreround. The Indian chîtracteristics are well cauglit, the grouping

1p antd interesting, and the rendering of the sky and prairie truthful.
p10culd be difficutt to say more, and unfair to say lesa in praise of the

~,lr.Tese qualities are enough to, give it a national interest, but are
6wa ndquate to niake it a matter o? national pride on its intrinsic

~The Aierican Seiiate, in this connection, hv eetyp'sdabl
tiftding for the appointaient of an Art Commission, obcmpsdf

"e fthe leaditig painters, sculptors, architects, and art critics in the
ttrb'y WlloseJ udgment will facilitate the decisions o? Committees o? Con-'Praed harassed by the responsibility of spending $10,000 a year, appro.

rtdfor art purchases, of advising grants for speciat purposes of this
% nd Of inspecting plans for public buildings, designs for monuments,
t 8 forth. The members of the Commission are to serve for nothing,tr Ilx«penses being paid. The idea is borrowed fromn France, and seems

900 ne. e think we have testimony enougli that the honourable
iten el, We send to represent us in Parliament should stick to their Par-

R'Vere0tarY lasts, yet the wonder is that there should be so little. The
prktge'Practical. potitician is not usually a connoisseur in anythingbt
edt cal Politics. That lie makes no more blunders than lie does in
ho,, ltug the artistic sense of the public is surprising. There is no reason,
quId LVe', that lie sbould make any ; and we have quite enougli knowledge

ou sPerience in art matters in Canada to render it practicable to follow
%pp . 81n8' example in this matter. The idea moreover has the very
)& neciable virtue to Canadians, in view of the recent utterances o? the

'te'of Finance, of cheapness. SARA J. DuNcÂN.

.Qa RON T UIINITZ desires the London.At1enSum to say that, 'thougli
"Iada tAc

d OWs dAmerican reprints of Engliali works.to be imported, lie lias
fr Vsat14td froin bis unif orni rule of declining to execute orders coming

""y British Colony.
tu ntTBROWNING is certainly a man of many nations. Througli lis

Qr radPairets lie can dlaim kindred with the Scotch, the Germans, the
-C'À,and the English. The poet was educated at the University o?

k Iln Mr. Browning is said to look very like a succesaful merchant,.orl"li President, a ?act that causes great sorrow ta lis many admirersWould have him more dreainy and generally inelanclioly in appearance.

MONTREAL LETTER.

THEY had issued invitations for about three hundred persons more than the
Molson Hall could comfortably hold, so that the circuinstances under whieh
Monday's convocation was witnessed by any one nlot installeïI some hours
in advance, were scarcely conducive to very chivaîrous enthusiasm. The-
atrical crowds are bad, but if you have any desire to study humanity under
its supremely selfisîs aspect, mingle yous' ill-suppressed comments with those
of other unfortunate mates when they find theroselves surrounded by a
mass of individuals instinct witls motherly, sisterly, and granditotheriy
affection, pride, and curiosity. Il 11uîph! 1 should think there is need for
woman's higlier education," exclaimed my irate neiglibour as lie tried to
catch a glit-opse of the proceedings on the platformi hidden hopelessly by
thoughtless dames standing everywhere upon the benches.

Whether it was owing to tise presenceý o? timeir Excellencies, or to that
o? the lady students, we cannot determine, but every one remarked liow
mucli less poignant were the witticisms from undergraduates than in former
years. The young gentlemen appeared very gallant, very loyal, and behaved
altogether a? ter a most exemptary fashion. Of course their fair sîsters
triumpied, and as tbey tripped up the hall, they were applauded to the
echo. Nothîng could have been a stronger protest îsgainst the opinion that
higiser education bas the effect of eradicating those feminine weaknesses
men are so anxious to keep alive, than tihe presence o? the corsage hoquet
adding lustre to the acadeinic gown. You may judge how entirely the
Oscaloosian performances in this city took possession o? our minds, when I
tell you a daily paper apologized to one o? the men medallists for having
over-looked bis naine.

Most prominent among tIse young ladies were Georgina Hunter, B.A.,
who won the Shake~speare gold medal for English language and literature,
and Octavia G. Ritchie, B.A., the valedictorian.

Does anybody know wbat a University valedictory should bu 'i Every
oxie seemed pleased with Mr. Macallum's performance, in whicb were a great
many words, liappily strung together, witiî here and there long.sanctioned
witticismns. Miss Ritchie gave us an account o? the manner in whicli some
eig-ht young girls Ilgot round " the wise mien and the wealtby, who opened
the doors o? McGill to wonsen four years ago. She then asked very feel-
iogly wbeo they would enjoy tme privilege o? attending medical lectures
bere, to which query several ill-advised individuals answered "lneyer."'
Miss Ritcbie*s common sense and unaffected manner have been universally
praised.

The address o? the Principal, Sir William Dawson, was characterized
by the refinement o? sentiment and expression peculiar to him. Dr.
Heneker, a newly- created LL. D., spoke for an unconscionably long time,
and notwithstanding ironical encores and bravos, continued lus marcli
tbrough the ages uîmperturbed. Lord Lansdowne's remarks were o? course
most happy. He fou nd that the visitorship o? McGill added great lustre
to the Governor-Generalship. The lady students were pleasantly con-
gratulated. There waH ais opportune allusion to the Ilunity o? the great
Empire," and bow we sbould ail bring our stone to help tlie building of it.
Finally, Ris Exccllency alluded to Lady Duflerin -- whose naine was gyreeted
with frantic cheers,-aîîd lier work in India, hoping Lady Lansdowne
tanother explosion] would be able to carry it on.

Af ter the benediction, "Trip Along, Sister Mlary," was suig by tlie
men as the girl graduates left thse Hll.

At the University dinner, Prof. Murray's speech dealt, among other
things, with the vexed and vexing question o? co-education. The theme
was again taken up by Dr. Anderson, Principal o? tise Prince o? Wales,
College, in Charlottetown, P.EI. For nine years, it appears, have boys
and girls met together in the saine rooin, walked tlirough the saine corridor,
and passed out o? the samne door at titis model institution, without the
sligbtest unpleasantness. In conversation aterwards witli the Doctor, lie
informed me that loud were the prophecies o? failure when lie first intro-
duced co-education among these islanders.

IlJ neyer make any rules, but sixoply put them upon tlieir lionour.
The rougli country lads are wondei'fully refined by the presence o? young
girls in the class-room."

Dr. An derson's twenty years' experience as a professor, apart from,
many better reasons, would give weight to bis opinion. One can readily
understand Prof. Shurman's enthusiastic words about lin. H1e is an
Ilideal teacher " because bis seemingly inexhaustible knowledge any one
may taste o? and welcone ; "lbis lieart's iii bis vocation" and, best o? ail,
lie possesses a most enviable amount o? liberality.

O? course as matters stand now, anything other than co-education at
McGill stems ridiculous; but why not build a college for woxnen like
unto Wellesley near Boston?' Surely an educational establisliment
resembling this admirable American one, where the girls can have their
rooms, instead of living in a distracting boarding-liouse, and where library,
gynlnasium, *and labor atory are for themn alone, would satisy ail parties.
I can imagine witli what horror the students o? either Harvard or
Wellesley would look upon the intrusion o? the opposite sex, yet the beat
specimen o? a Hlarvard man shines very brilliantly in a drawing-room, and
?ew women, 1 suppose, expect to surpass lier who was once Miss Freeman.

.The apening o? the month o? Mary was duly celebrated in tise interest-
ing oid churcli, Notre Dame de Bon Secours, wbose history begins witli
that o? Montreal. I bave befare me a curious little manual for pilgrims
ta this sacred edifîce. It gives over thirty-four pages o? history, and a
liundred and forty-?our of prayers. From this volume yau can learn that
it was La Soeur Bourgeois who received from M. de Maisonneuve, governor
o? Montreal, in 1657, a grant o? land on whicli ta build a clapet wliere
stands the present Bon-Secours. Two ridli and virtuous gentlemen, accord-
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