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wbich tbreatened ta get them into serious trouble on the stibject. The

fact cannot be too often or too stronigly stated that England, since the

extolisions of the suffrage, lias become deînocratic, and the democracy cares

on1ly for its own wages. Would Can'adians miale sacrifices to protect

English rights of flshery on the Dogger Bank ? 1mow mnany of thein know

where thie Dogger Bank is '

Mr. BRIuoT'S Zeal for hiumanity is always fervent and sincere. But it

is mucli to ho regretted that hie should have been led by misinforniation

to asperse the characters of the brave soldiers of Abu Klea, and we

rejoice that Lord Wolseley lias vigorously vindicated their honour.

Nothing can be more trying ta the bumanity of a soldier than ighting

/'with savages, wlio give no quarter, kîlI the wounded, keep no f aith,

~,and respect none of the laws of war. Yet the British soldier bas, upon

the wbole, gone tbrough that trial eininently wvell. In aIl bis confliets

with savages iu New Zealand, in South Africa, or in the Soudan, his arîns

bave been sullied by nothing like the atrocities comînittd in Algeria,

against foemen boss savage tban the Maori or Zubus, by the Frenchi under

St. Arnaud and Pouissier. l'rom the scenes of treasonable imbecility and

Cawardice which are beîng enacted by the polîtical factions at Westminster,

the heart of a true Englishman turus for comfort to'the valour, the con-

staucy, tbe endurance, the fidelity, the discipline, the devotion to duty,

dîsplayed in the terrible battleflelds of Egypt and the Soudan. From the

Sonate British honour lias fled for refuge to the camp ;f romn the camp,

perbaps, it will some day returu to the Senate.

Ma. GLADSTONE, we are informed, i8 in the highest spirits, saying that

the Tories are on the verge of an abys-. fram whicli thore is no escape, and

18 Perpetually laughing and joking. We eau well helieve it, thiough those

weha bave farmed their idea of bim from Gladstouite newspapers, miglit be

surprised by being told that bis levity la not loss remarkable than bis self-

'Worship. But if he had any real depth of character ho could not so lightly

break with bis awn past, tbrow overboard without a word of acknow-

ledgment or compunictian tho greater part of bis own career, rail at Tories

as thaugli le bad not long been the champion of oxtreme Toryism, and not

Oflly discard but trample on the principles wbich hie spent more than haîf

biS Public life in upholding. That "lthe Tories are on the verge of an

8,bYss," and that one more spel1 of power for hiînself is at baud, are the

thauglhts which fill bis soul :that the nation whose greatness it bas cost 50

nauiy ages, sa mucli effort, so much heroisin and seîf-devotion, to build Up,

'8 also an the verge of an abyss, and has been brought there by bis owu

6olfiali ambition, is a matter which gives bimn not the sinallest concerti.

Just as little is be moved by the reign of crime and terrorisîn in Ireland.

It is perfectly lu keeping with bis character, while the nation la in the

extremity of peril, ta indulge bis literary vanity by publisbing an essay on

Paseidan. The lucubratian itself lias not reached us, but thie outline of a

'rlticismi an it by a Gladstanian journal bias been cabled. It is evidontly

like the preposteraus speculations in mytbology ilu "lomoric Studios,"

Wbore Latona is identifled witli the Virgin Mary, a piece of crude

Ingeuuity produced by a writer wlio has not, bad time ta study the aubject

w'ith whicli ho deals. llad Mr. Gladstone been modorately acquainted

'itb the results of mythological researchi, the passages lun il omeric

Studios " cauld neyer bave been written. A man miay ho very lit to

gavern a natiou thougi lie may know uotbing about Greek mythology 3

but it i difficult ta believe that a man wba finds mare's uests about Greek

iflytbalogy, and complacently givos tbem ta a tittering world at a moment

Of extreme public peril, la fit ta govern tbe nation. If Nero fiddled whilE

POR01u was burning, ho at least had learned to flddle.

MR. GLADSTONE complains thxat the Tories have been playing with

geat questions, at the expenso of tbe nation, for the last fifty or sixty

Years. The Times remiarks that for quite haîf that period Mr. Gladstoti(

W9as himseîf a Tory, and that it argues a serious failure of memory wher

hoe 0asts this fearful abur ou bis own immaculate careor. The fact is, tha

NI'. Gladatone!s persuasion of the immaculate charactor of bis owu careol

ils naw 50 strang that hoe believes bimself abways to bave been on the sid,

of WVisdom and riglit as firmly as George IV. believed that ho had com

"Oýnded a regimont of bussars at Waterloo. Tbe procesa by whicb h,

'00r"inCes himself af this is disclosed. lu bis IllHistory of an Idea." H,

ýtQaY bave been acting and speaking as a Tory, but he was aIl the time, ii

' the depths of bis august mind, thiuking as a Liberal ; and if bis Liberaljsn

Was ot revoaled ta the world it was only becaulse its hour bad not ye

co7e It is witbaut the slightest sonse of shame, therefore, that b

'rlveiglis against the Tories for acts in which lio was a promineut pai

ticiPanit and wbicli were simply the application of principbes eloquentlý

0adIvoated by hlm ln those days.
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APPENDED to the Fort nightly is a letter f roin New South Wales, describ-

ing an omînous state of things, lîoth political and industrial, in that

Colony. Polities, the writer says, have fallen into the lowest hands with

the worst resuits. As regards industry, were the rate of wages regulated

by supply and demand, there wvould not be a sober and capable man out of

work ; but the artificial rate of wvages kept up by the leaders of the Trades

Unions has rendered necessary the dismissal of numbers, pand thus there is

a proletariat for which (kvernmnent is comipelled to provide eînployment

by lavish expenditure on unproductive public works. The result is a

public debt of two hundred and five millions of dollars for a population

under one million. But Government does not dare to reduce the expendi-

ture. The worknien care nothing for New South Wales, and would take

up tlîeir tools and leave it when ruin came. "lLabour has no country."

This is now almost as true with regard to the artisan in England as it is

with regard to the artisan in New Sonth Wales, and the fact that an

important portion of the cornmunity lias "been brouglit to care nothing for

the rest, but simiply to treat it as an object of antagonism and pressure, is

a very serious element in the situation. The writer from New South

Wales rnay well say that difficulties are at hand.

A cONvENTioN; against Secret 'Societies is about to be hield in the States.

As tlîe naines of the conveners are Academnical, we suppose the movement is

specially directed against the societies, styled secret, whichi have been formed

in American Universities, and to one or other of wbich inost of the stu-

dents belong. But these societies, though they have grips and pass.wardS,

and indulge in a litle piquant mystery, have nothing, we should think, in

their character or objects to give rise to just alarm. As their members

continue after graduation to belong to them, they perpetuate University

associations, which, if the Universities themselves are what tbey ought to

be, must be good. By keeping records in their archives of subsequeut

careers they furnish what would seem to be an inducement, so far as it

goes, to walk in the path of honour. Evil may possihly have crept into

some of them, as it does into social circles of every kind, though we fiud it

difficult to guess what the nature of the evil can be. The taste for form-

ing brothèrboods is natural on this continent, wliere society is 80 loose and

shifting that we should ho more grains in a sand-heap unless we formed

some special ties. Freemasonry, Oddfellowship, and the rest of these bro-

therhoods, have the samne roat, though the sentiment of association May be

înaterially helped by the fondness for titles, regalia, and'picnics under the

nam'e of Il conventions."

THE Government is said to bo anxiouisly endeavouring to find or create

for itself an organ in the Toronto Press. We rej oice to think that the day

of organs is about over, and that money invested in themn henceforth is likely

to be- bast. The Mai! bas struck into the right path, and it will bid deflance

to aIl competition except that of ajournaI equally independent and as well

written as the Mail bas of late been.

MR. MEREDITII thinks it necessary to protest that lielhas not raised the

"No Popery " cry, and that his principle is equal rights for alI. Nobody,

s0 far as we are aware, lias raised the No Popery cry. But are Separate

Schools and Palace ascendancy equal rights for all?

IN accouuting for the difference between the results of the Provincial

and those of tlie Dominion election in Ontario, we have to remember that

both Governmnents had gerryiraudered, eachi had passed a Franchise Bill,

aud eacli had the fund of patronage and corrupt influence in its bauds.

Wben those tliree items are put together, no great margin is ef t ta ho.

Lexplained by variation of sentiment among the people.

Bv the mouths of its chiefs and througli its organs, the Opposition seemw.

Lto have definitively surrendered to the N. P. and the O. P. R. In that case,.

t unless it ia 1 )repared to embrace Commercial Union, it bas no intelligibl*

r platform that we can see, mior is there any assignable reason wby anybadýr

sbould wisli to put Sir John Macdonald out or ta put Mr. Blake in. But

thon thore is room for other leaders and for a now party.

c Ti Montreal papers contain a report of a lecture delivered in that

city last week, wbicb, we are glact to learu, is likely to be repeated iu

:iToronto, and elsowhere in the west, shortly. The locturer was Mr. J. G.

t Carter Troap, of St. John, N. B., one of aur ablest littérateurs, wbose peu

e is well knowu ta the readers of the Critic aud similar publications, as well

as to aur own ; and bis subjeet was IlTboughts on Canaclian Life." Mr.

~'Carter Troop is Canadian before alI things, as lias been sliown in bis

written pleas for a Canadian literaturo ; and in passing froni the study to
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