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LABOR PORTRAITS.

$Mon whe, in advance ol law and In ol)positlon to
prevailing opinion, have forced into mt!om recognition
the hitherto disregorded righta of Jaber.”

JOSEPH ARCH,
_ PRESIDENT, NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL
LABORERS’ UNION.

-* When Adam delved and Evo spm,
‘Who was thon the gentleman 7

There has been wonderful progress since
the time hinted at in these old lines, We
have no difficulty now in saying who is the
gentleman and who is not, hecause we sec
on all hands very clearly marked lines and
obvious conditions not to be misunderstood,
which leave no room for doubt on tlus
head. e
The gentleman is bom in a mansion, sur-

rouanded by luxury. -He is waited on from
childhood by servants who minister to his
most frivolous desires. Teachers attend
on him that he may be made acquainted
with all that time has accumulated as
knowledge, and that he may be adorned
with whatever society has decided to con-
sider refined. ' At manhood the gentleman
enters the gireat world, with all doors open
before him, with smiles to welcome him
wherever he goes. He is eligible te all
offices, to all emoluments, all honors ;—
earth, air, water, and all they can yield of
abundance or plessure are his. The doctor
attends him with his best slill, and the
““parson, sympathising -with a soul so gen-

tlemanly, puts out his whole strength that |

the next world may not be wanting to him
in- the bestowal of its favors ; and when
he dies, sermons, not all truths, epitaphs
for' the most part lies, and ornamental
monuments close his account wih a world
for which he himself always had a mnotion
he was too good.

The man who i is. not a O'entlema.n in the

B} -oountry village i easily known. He is
born of a poor motherin & aqua.hd hut.
All the love and service. he receives come
from the suffering” father and mother, to
whom, however much beloved, he is a bur-
den. He hungers through his childhood,
and scrambles up to manhood, with less
edacation than the young dog or the colt
bolongmg to his master.- He marries and
bogets & family, the feeding of which is to
him a daily mystery’'of the most painful
kind. He is of no use to the doctor to
either kill or enre. To the parson heis a
fine subject for pious,remonstrance and

_ moral reproof. He is a nuisance to every-
body; particularly . to the guerdmns of
the poor; and when he dies it is a.reljsf
%0 all and everyone on whom he has a:
claim of any kind, whether through love
or_through law, when he is put without
stone or epitaph under the sod. That the
labourer should be sometimes discontented
is not, perhaps, on the whole, much to' be
wondered at, - Hunger. and hard work are
trials, when they last through a long’ hfe,
t00 much for the temper of the meekest,
as in the grand sbundace of God’s ea.rl'h,
and in the hopes which the all-wise Maker
has put into men’s. ‘hearts promptings wi
sometimes arise, to questlon the wisdom of
anch a state of things as- condemns the ma-
jority of men to a life of 1gnomnce, pnva.-
tion, and pain.

Joseph Arch is one of the lowly born..
He first saw the light at the village of Bae-
ford in Warwickshire in the year 1826.
His father slaved and died-as most fathers
Qo without much kope or comfort'in this
world, ‘but his mother; who felt ‘and/
thought silently over the miscries of a poor
man's home, and who, perha.ps, had” con<;
cluded that ignorance lay ab the root of
loual mxsery, sent her son J oseph to school

tiw age of 'mx, and kept him: there t

’ between “eight and nine; and " thus’ found
him thé key by which he afterwards: suc-
ceeded in. gettmg,at some slight knowledge
of the world, beyond:the bounds.of the vil-
1sge'in which; he lived; and of seemg, ina
dim way, those ctruggles ‘of mén’in history
-which: explain msn’s :Gonnection with his:
fellows in “ humanity,:not only by the past
lmtory ‘of life, but by the wonderful in-
citeinent of hope which cariy forward the
atruggle in the direction of nght freedom,

4 &e.,

‘When taken from school Joseph Arch
was sent into the fields to scare birds at
4d. a day. To get something to eat him-
self, it was his duty to prevent the birds
from eating. ‘From this miserable kind of

.| labour he got elevated to.other kinds of

agricultural work—the cart, the plough,

He married early in life the daughter
of a mechanic, his wages being nine shil-
lings a week, and this was his income when
there were four mouths to feed—himself,

his wife, and two children—to say nothing
of the poor father, whose claim on the
scant meal never was denied. No word
need be said in proof of the squalor and
misery necessarily implied by such wages ;
and- what was the condition of things in
the home of Joseph' Arch, making life a
torture, was in the homes of hundreds of
thousands of England’s labourers doing
the same pamful work. The wife of J oseph
Arch, however, in a sense of womanly af-
iectlon, revolted against this, and told her
husband that both of them must face the
world and-try it, by other labour—by any-
thing, in fact, that might turn up—such
misery a8 - they and theirs had to suffer,
could be prevented. This determination
was carried out by the husband, and Joseph
Axch travelled and worked that the brood
at home might be better fed. From one
thing to another Arch got on, but not by
any imeans ‘to affluence. ' He read and
studied, and respocted his fellows too much
to rise in the world by pressing them down.

He read the newspapers and knew what
‘was going on amongst the mechanics of the
towns, The wrongs and the rights of
labour are the same in kind all over
Englacd ; they only differ in degree. The
‘penny newspapers brought such lessons, in
fact, lessons in logic, lessons in hope.
Being a religious man, he becamé & preach-
er amongst the Methodists, and when &
man of his class opens his mouth, if he has
anything of -true manhooed reilly in him,
he must soon make himself felt, not sirply
as & preacher in the pulpit, but un utterer
of truths that touch life on its practical
side, and raise questions that involve, not
God’s Justlce only, but man’s justice to
man in the most ordinary concerns of the
world. :

* In this way, no doubt, Mr, Arch became
an agitator, and incurred all the odium be-
longing to a position so detested and con-
demned by people who, being satisfied with
things as they are, always seem'in a state
of alarm lest, if touched, they should be
altered- for the worse, so far as they are
toncorned. As a rule, our young nobles
and the sons of our rich gentry find Gther
employment for their” energies than the
work of agitation. The _dignitaries of the
Church and the professions generally are
not agjtators.. So much the betier for them.

Other duties then eating and sleeping aud
contmumg the’ .race, however, belonyg o
some of those brought up on the kuees of
suffering,. poverty-etncken mothers, and
over-worked, under-fed, prematurely:lpl}ed
fathers. . - Young. men of the. .working-

classes with all this pain felt by those dear

to them, and -constantly before their-eyes,
must ery out if the thoughts of the brain

are called up by the lacerations.of the

heatt. In this way has Joseph Arch and
many others baén goaded to the front, and;
from. the words spoken by such men -has
come more’ good to the world than from
generations of accredxted preachers' and

'npeech-ma.kers, whose aim'and’ object’ l;au
‘been’ to make men contented with iniseries
‘egamst wluch if'is’ their most gacred duty

to protest",",Already Joseph .Arch and

those who work with him - have mcreaeed

,the ,,eomfpgbm poor men’s homes. "More

wages means move bread ; more :warmth in |
bed on winter nights ; more happiness of |
heart;.and. this is. but a.small part of the
many:blestings: which must’ flow from: the
spirit of ihdependence which a sound agite:|:
tion'in the' rural districts will put into the|
hearts of the workers in our fields. It
would'bo’ hizardous to prédict the full re-
sults of the movement net on foot, pnrlcl-
pally by J oseph Arch Alresdy there has
been’ unproved ‘wages ; ali-eady ‘the’ falso-

. . and )ultwe.

hoodn which covered the awful degradation

of our rural populationh ﬂvej een swept '

away like a foul fog before the freshening’
breezo ; o.lre'tdy the pohtleul claims of ‘the
workmg men in our countles have f:een mi-
mitted by some of our leadmg statesmen,

and with the stout help of the workers in {

our towns these claima mll ere long be es-
tablished.

‘There is an absorptlon of ﬁeld-wor::er-
into our large towns, and. this drain:will |/
continue; Already the stream of emigra- |

tion has begun to flow steadily towards the | .
United States of America. Time only.is|
needed to swell this to & mighty torrent. |
Mr. Arch is on the eve of: departure -him- |

self to make the way easiéF Gut of Engl:md
for those who may decide’to nfake thelr
home in the new world or elsewherp "The
stone has only Began rollmg ; where or
when' it will stop remains still to’ be’ seev

The agitators are at work, and as’ they
move through the country and speak to
their fellows the old: sleep is- broken, new
thoughts take life, new vigour: animates
the numbed and stiffened limbs. = Bishops,
statesmen, . lords, squires;:and’ shoals of
respectable people are wondei-struck.. They
know wnot yet whether theyshould laugh
or cry out in fear. They try to console
themselves with the thought that in a httle
time things will- retirn t¢ their old state.

The new 1nﬂuences, they,xmagme, are only
powerful by their novelty. 'In s little time
they will find out how greatly mistaken
they are in this, and in the meantime there
will be the usual stupid and bmtal opposi-

tion, full abuse of agttatora and egntztzou,_

snd finally, after much stmgghng,_‘etter

and more humane treatment for. the labour-
ers, or a clearing out of ‘our agricultural
population which will leave Englind to the
very rich and the very poor, and such settle-
ment of their differences as they will he
enabled to make out of their mutual dis-
trusts and hatreds.” In the meantime, we
wish most heartily good speed to J oseph
Arch ,—The Bechwe

A WORTHY EMPLOYER.

Our respected townsma.n, Mr. J oseph
Metcalfe, was presented on' Monday even-
ing last, by his employees, mth & compli-
mentary address and a massive gold Albert
chain and seal (from the jewellery ostablish-
ment of Messrs, Radford and Goyer.) .The
adress and Mr Metcalfe’s reply, which- we
here give speak of themselves, and such a
pleasant-state of feeling bétweon employer
and émployees is highly commendable,

Testimonial to Joseph Motcalfe, ﬁ
Dear Sir,—We, the employees of your tailor-
ing department, having seen and felt your
kmdness for some tinie past; beg to tender
our sincere thanks for the same,

We also wish your acceptance of this
small token of esteem, not for its intrinsic
value, but forthe kind feelmgs and affection
we hold towards you.

- 'Hoping yourself, Mrs. Metee.lfeend family
.may loag be.spared to enjoy all the com-
‘forts and blessings of this life, and finally,
when the Grand, -Author of: all Trades shall
call you from hence, we trust we may all
meet in that grand Oelesthl place, ¢ not
made mth hands, but eternal in the Hea-'
-vens.” ' Signed o’ ‘Behalf of'the employees.
—F. WiLron, Foreman Cuitér

Ottawa, Sapt. 1st, 1873

Mr. Metcalfe réplied as follows - To-
plying to your kind' testimonfal, I feel at a
Yoss for latigtiage to express lpyself 1 can
.scarcely venture, on the spurof the moment-
tb-give utterance to'my feelings. | It.comes:
upon me 80 unexpeciedly and unlooked for.
Icannot see howIdeserve such anexpression
'of friendliness, I have never done for,
‘of ‘you more: ‘than my duty; and it has been
& question in' my mind if to the letter I have
always observed the'goldeniiule; = = *

. And, then, with' referelios’ o :the véry
thassive and handsome gold chaim which, in
‘connectipn, with the above dehtimonial, you.
‘present me with (if . it werp possible) as .2
atill etronfer exXpression s of o kindly feel-
ibgs existing towards me, T 6% not what

it day, but I trust at allktmiﬁ When I'look |

-dpon it, the feelings of my*higart stiall be,
‘a0 long ax -we-shstain the: pofiifion wé do to.
éach other,. that friendship Whioh-unites us:|.

like the link of a chain may b strengthened.
Ia aeuure you, you. have wiked, )

heart s feeling which T trust eliall

en with every returning day’;’ that in “the
fature I may beenabled: “to'study your com-
fort, and look upon our: intereats s
identical. :

Itlunk you for yonr' hnd preyer for
Mrs, ;Metcalfe and qur litile fe.nnly for our. |-
present and future, welfare... .
‘conclusion, T would say, you may X
assured T'shall never ‘for, rget tlue “outburst’
of Kindness while nethory holds it seat. "
I'agnin “thank ‘you for this - tokén,’and
pray that we together may be led to culti-
vate those heaven born :feelings which: in:
wome degree unite us to angels.and to God,
and that at last it may find its consumma-
tion “before the ete throne.—J, Mer-
cun —Ottawa Exckanqe o

FOREIGN LABOR NOTES.

We. have-received -several more -reports
conce'-mng the- general ‘condition of co+
opetat:on -in* France, - "For instance,” the'
co-opemtxve Btores of the18th- ‘arrondise-
'mént of Paris donvoked'a general meetmg
of all its' members ‘where it was proved’
that diuring the last three months the sile
of 0oods had- exceeded - £1 600, the pur-
chasee £1,400, the workmg expenses £87,
and the niet: proﬁts £171 odd.  On the 30th,
of June, 1873, there were 473 members, of
w}nch 258 only were habltuel,purchaeera,
and the average purchase of each member
amounted to £6 85, per month, While
'the members enjoy the advantage of pur-
chasing superior goods at much cheaper
prices than that demanded in ordimrry
shops, they were able to realize a bonus of
eight and one-third per cent. pro rata on
their purchases, .Moved by the example
of success of this nature, . Rlnere, man-.
ufacturer of braces at Rouen, who " employs
some 1, 300 to 2,000 yerlnnen, hasg dober-
mined to start a co-operatwe store—bake-
house, buicher’s and grocery— for the
workmen engaged on his establishment.
From M. Marceau, president of the co-
operative stores of Tours, we receive an
interesting sketch of the prosperity of that
establishment. It was started with the
modest capital of £33, which has now been
increased by the accumulation of benefits
to £273. 'The shares are nominally £4, of
which sixteen shillings cnly have to be
paid within the space of fen months! The
remaining £3 4s. to complete the value of
the share is taken from the benefits which
of course belong to all the members, Thus
the members have become shareholdars of
& society,sufficiently important-and wealthy
to obtain the full sanction of the law, for
an - outlay not exceeding tenpence per
month during ten monthas. These successes
do not, however, equal the rapid progress
of & German co-operative society started
in- the Bourg, near Magdebourgh. This
_ |society, to obtain coal at the cheapest pos-
sible raté, have actually purchased .and
equipped ‘a'ship to trensport the fuel re-
quired by the members of the society.

The bakers of the French colony, the.
Martinques Islands, have struck work, as
their employers refused an augmentation of
fivepence wages on eech oven full of bread
produced. In the meanwhile the bakers of
Paris are bent.on organizing: themselves as
strongly as circumstances will- permit. - In
1869 they had started a Syndical Union,
'but the war interrupted :thess plans, and | ;
now & fresh attemapt has been made,

Temporary offices  liave been selected, 12,

‘Rue Bonchardon, and M. A. D, Depland
appointed secretary. The hair cutters of
Paris have issued ‘an 'eloquent appeal to
theu- fellow workers. We have elreedy Te-
lated then' efforta to form a union, and we
have now before us & manifesto drawn up-
by the Syndicals elected on the 16th May | .

any |last. They appeal for subscriptions, but

mdxgnmtly deny.that the caplt;l they hope | ;
to raise will be expehded in fomenting.
ntrikes. :Nor..will they waste money in
earrying -before: the law courts matters of
dispute.that. may arise - between them and
their employere. . They - will davote theu'
cepltel’to the more useful work of cremng
corpotative’ a.nd co-operatlve haxrdreuuig
eatnbhahnientn “Qertainly wo are ot

in m)rkmg class movements yet thq ott-

guler msued by thls body is a truly remark-

able document. It ooncludel by. deehnpg
tlnt the;. l;urdreesen mll el!nye use: their
bbst endeavorsto maintain friendlyrelations

lt' y

is authoritatively denied.

customed £o look to hairdrésserafor leadere

e il A.‘.
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—

mn TRADES’ UNIONISTS AND THE
- HOME SECRETARY; S

The ;ordmery monthly; meetmg of the
-delegates of  the trades’ societies forming
the London Trades’ Council was-held last
-evening at the Bell Tavern, Old: Bailey,
Mr. Harris in the chair. There was a full
‘attendance. Mr. Shipton, the, secretary,
reported that in ‘accordance with the in-
structions of the last meeting he had writ-

—

<

-lten to the then Home Secretary (Mr,

-Brncee), calling his attention to the severity
of the sentence passed. by Baron Pigottat
the Central Criminal Court . upou three re-
apectable young 'men, ' carpenters, for an
assanlt upon a fellow-workman, and which
had ‘been placed before the court as a
Trades’ Union sssault, and _asking him to
receive a deputation who ‘would be able to.
Iay such facts before him asin their opinion
wwould induce him to mitigate the sentence. ..
To this letter a reply had been received from
Mr. Bruce, stating that the matter referw
red to should receive his immediate-at-
tention. In the meantime Mr. Bruce, -
loft the Home-office and Mr. Lowe was ap-
pointed Home Secretary, and from that
gentleman the following reply (upon. an
officially printed form) had been received.
a few days since :

¢¢ Sir,—Mr. Secretary Lowe having cares
fully considered your application on behalf

f John Walker, Reuben Tamblin, and. .
Wllhem Pyle, I am duected to express to
you his regret that there.is o sufficient
ground to justify him, consistently with ..
his public duty, in advmng her Majesty to -
comply mth the prayer thereof. —A. F. Q.
LippELL,” A

Considerable discussion ensued, and
great dissatisfaction was expressed at Mr.
‘Lowe’s reply, the former letter of Mr.
Bruce having induced the belief that the
matter would have been favourably con-
sidered. After some strong remarks on
the manner in which the working classes
have been treated by the present Govern-
ment the following resolution was une.m-
-mously adopted :—

¢ That, in the.opinion of this councll,
representing the Trades Societies of the
ametropolis, the answer of the Home Sec-
‘retary, Mr. Lowe, to the application from .
the council regarding the cruel and unjust
sentence passed by Baron Pigott on Messra.
Walker, Tamblin, and Pyle, is in harmony
with his general conduct on all questions
affecting the liberties, rights, and claims -
of labour; and the council views with
deep regret his appointment to the Home
Secretaryship, as calculated to carry out a
haughty, heartless, and vindictive policy .
towards the working classes, which their
conduct does mot merit, and can add no
dignity to his office.” .
* The council then a.ppointed & committee
to arrange the details' connected with the
forthcoming conference ‘of delegates from
the Agricultnral Labourers’ Unions. The
proposal for a federation of all the trades”
councils inthe United Kingdom, as con-
tained in a letter from the Sheffield Trades” .
Council, was then considered, and ordered
to atand over for further discussion.

The wages of stone-cutters, in Clncego, =
average from $4to $4.50 per day; aru. |
mored intention to strike for an advanoe, .

The strike at the Clneago North Sxde;.,
Rolliny Mills still contihues, one thovsand .-
-men are idle -on accourit of it. Cause; s’
breach of  faith on the pn-b of the em-
ployers. . '
¢ The Huddenﬁeld, Eng‘, cebowners hav»
ing threatened to mthdraw then- eabu un-

.....

. Mr. Daniel Guile kias boen fo-clochéd’
lecretuyof the . Iron-founder's Bociety for"

- the néxt. fiva, yeats' by st -overwhelming
=m;,onty.; The'same body lids’ votedelevyfﬁ z
| of one sh;llm@.q,emrfm. umtuig Plnﬁ w

-A combination of the boat and ah
fmturgrs of New, ,Xoy , Massachuset

New, Jersey, contemplatash o2
five. thousand. workmomfronvsmma,' &
40 assist them in .crushing ,the Ctinphi ogé bo
ganization. Is there: any tmﬂ‘ on Swis

| with their employon.«—m Bu-H’w. :

workmen 1



