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te the fact that the hostilhty of the irre-
sponsii)le and itieprtssible inobs across
the border may bring it upon us at any
moment, right, reason, and common sense
to the conîrary notwithstanding. War, if
far frorn certain, is at least probable, and
its rnere possibility is enough to lay uipon
the loyal people of Canada, wbo will have
the miost to suifer. the duîy of immediate
and tborougb preparation. The only
rnlitary operaîlon which, in view of their
feeble navy and their unprotected sea-
board, the Ainericans can undertake, is
the conquesi of Canada. Tw~ice threat-
ened and aîîemipted, w'th the result of
entire and sharrnefu'î failure, oving te the
nobility and valor of our colonists of
those days, their third effort will be a des-
perate one. We must flot forget that our
five millions, backed up by ail the troops
the rest of the empire can spare us, wîll
confront seventy millions of people whom
we must flot make the mistake of de-
spising. The struggle will be a terrible
one, therefore aIl the more speedy and
thoirough niust be the preparatien. Every
maai in the Dominion, capable of bearing
arins; xi have to be armed for the fray,
and a gigantic unciertakin-, both as to
cost and labor, il will be.

It wonld iii befit me, as an ohficer of the
active milit ta, 10 express my views on the
management of the force, and on the de-
fenses of the country. Ail that 1 beg
leave to do is t0 makze some suggestions
as to the organization of the reserve
miiitia.

It shouild flot be iost sighit of, that much
x'aluable information for eur guidance is
to be obtained from a study of the early
part of the great civil war in the LUnited
States, and the disasters wlich befelil te
Federals ai tlhe outset, owing Iothie oper-
ation of the x'ery causes which %vill un-
questionably produce similar resuits with
us, uniless %we iove carefuhiy anid wisely
ai the outset. Th'le United States volun-
teers, wlho forined the great bulk of thecir
field force, wcre in character and consti-
tution a force x'ery similar ho wbat our re-
serve militia xvould be, if put into the field
at once. Neariy ail the îrained officers
of the nation xvere southerners, and, by
their aid, the rebels vere able, ini a very
short timie, ho put in the field several armn-
ies of so/di r?.v, xw'ereas the lederals,
among whom miien and nîlicers alike xere
totaliy ignorant of miliîary life, or discip-
line, xere for îrîany monîhs aýrmrd 1 Inos
Bitter expenience alone miade soldiers of
ilemn. '[le officers w~ere nto selected on
acceut of tlieîr fitîness, rcal or imiaginary,
but on accouint of their local influence and
importance, be il politîcai, social or finan-
cial. \Vith uis. if ve vouki avoid sticb
dîsasters as Butll Ruin. fiîness alone must
be the pritciple epon which ollticers for
the reserve imilitia inust Le sclected, and
in the muode by whîi h the relative fitness
of candidates is to bc decided and ascer-
tained i I decnd the tusefuiness of our
forces.

T1he lcydl mode of organîzing oui-
resevii lilitia 's ho ILe found in 1'. & 0.,

1)ir-, iar;rpls i2,1, and 2o, and,

witb due respect to the powers that be, 1
beg to point ont that if those regulations
bc followed, dire disaster is very apt to
follow. I think 1 arn correct in saying
that no enrolment under these para-
graphs bas ever taken place, at ail events
in this province, and therefore the re-
serve militia of Canada does nlot exist
even on paper. We have only the ma-
chînery for raisîng sucb a force. Theo-
retically, under paragraphs iS and 19,

we bave a lieutenant-colonel and two
majors for each regimental division, and
a captain and twvo subalterns for each
company division. As a matter of fact,
there must be many parts of the country
where no sucb officers exist, and where
they do, tbeir commissions are dated 50

far back, that the men themselves must
be in many cases long past usefulness
for military purposes. Furtber, the size
and population of tbe varions divisions
miust be by this time in need of a
thorougb revision, owiing to changes, in
some cases increase, in others decrease.
Very few, if any, of these reserve officers
have had any training in arms at ait and
as leaders they are out of the question.
It would be a case of the blind leading
the blind. Should the numbers of these
reserve officers be filled up by the gov.
ernment in the ordinary way, ît is almost
certain that political influence, local
social importance, and other sncb rea-
sons would be the only guides to the
selection. Sonie regimental districts
would be 100 small, others too large, and
a readjustment would bave to follow.
We have, however, in the active militia,
and among gentlemen who bave served
as officers in that force for a time, a
large body of men possessedi of a very
fair ainounit of military training, and in
their hands should be left the organiza-
tien of the reserve mnilitia, and the
select ion (for reconimendation to 1-. Q.)
of officers for that force.

1 beg te subniit an outfine of the
scbeme 1 suggest :

Let the D). A. G. of each military dis.
trict suggest the names of a numnber of
officers ini the active militia, irrespective
of rank, or resîdence, one for eacb county
in his district to make an enroînient of
ail the mnen in tbat county hable te ser-
vice, in the fouir classes mentioned in
paragraph 10 of R. & 0., each snch
officer being assisted by a sufficient nnm-
ber of stea dy non-conîmissioned officers
frorn the active inilitia te ensure the ex-
peditious completion of the roll. Let
thîs officer, in the course of bis enrol.
ment, take careful note of the naines,
residences, and qualifications of such
persons as he considers fitted for offi-
cers, and N. C. O.s, as well as ascertain
ail necessary facts as te the age, &c., of
such reserve c'fficers as may already
bave been appoinîed, and receive appli-
cations from ail who wisb te have coin-
missions. On the completion of the
enrolmnent for tbe whole Dominion, let
H1. Q., alter rnaking allowance for mnen
required I ii Utp the ranks of the active
militia te %var strength, make a new

division of the country into regimental
and company divisions, fixing the num-
ber of officers and N. C. 0.'s recjuired,
Let there then be selected and recom-
mcnded by the D. A. G. of each district
from the lists prepared by the enrolling
officer for eat-h c:3unty, the names of
officers and N. C. 0.'s to 611 up the
desired quota, and ]et ail these men, as
well as aIl reserve officers àppointed
under the old arrangement, be sent at
once to one of the infanîry scbools for a
three nionths' course of training. C om-
pany officers and N. C. 0.'s could be
thus obîained. Field officers and regi-
mental staff, if flot avaîlabie among the
material in tbe district, coula be taken
lrom tbe active mîlîtia, adjutants and
sergeant majors beîng taken from the
regular service or active milîtia officers
of special mernt and qualifications. The
country in addition to pay should pro.
vide a suitable uniform for reserve militia
officers.

Dy these means, sbould it becomie
necessary te cali out the force,'we would
from the outseî bave al l the machinery
necessary te commence effective military
training of the reserve in ail parts of the
country at once. Witb an intelligent
educated people like ours, a few weeks
of bard work would suffice to make the
force serviceable, and the actual work in
garrison or field wouid soon complete
whiat the preliminary training Lad begun.
Tbe lîcense given in paragraph i8 to
appoint non-residents shouid be taken
advanîage of to the fullest extent, wbere-
ever it became necessary in the interests
of the public safety.

By some sucb scheine as tiîis, which
could be put into effect immediaîely, a
large skeieton army could be trained,
between this and spring, ai a cost se
small as flot te be consîdered in coni-
parison to the advanîages te be gained,
and then we would be ready at any
momient on any emergency to caîl ie
being a force whicb would astonisb the
ioud-mouthed gentlemen who talk se
g-libly of over-running Canada. Ged

grant that the necessiîy înay neyer arise,
but let us flot be catught napping. Such
are my humble views, and 1 hope they
may receive consideration.

Vour obeciient servant,
Suli.

Is There a Chance of War
With the United States?

To the editor of CNÀ».y ilýirÀîy CGÀZETi

Dr:aR SiR,-The average newspaper
editor in ibis country dees net seein to
have sized np tLe situation as regards the
posibîhities of war with the United States.

They ai-e laboring under the impression
that the ivar talk is confined te a certain
number of papers, who for the sake of
populariîy or for political purposes, are
making the i-ost of the opportuniîy and
twisting the taîl of thie unfortunate lion
until that long enduring animal is win-
cing and becoming restive. Were tiiese


