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!success that a good stock of words,
‘wit would allow.
jwas most pleased with the interview. 7T
'spoke volumes, and T’

alively imagination, and ready
£

THE 8

he lady’s eyes certainly
. rederick’s heart was fall of gushing emo-
.o ’ . t f g

The lamp burned dim in the stadent’s chamber. A solitary en.lber tions. So interested bad they become in cach othor thot they
luy smoking and crackling upon the hearth ; and the shadowy ima- ’
Zea of the scanty furnitare which graced the apartment,
walls a dark and sepulchral appearance. The student sat at a low
table, with his bead resting upon his hand, absorbed in meditation. i, ) . e e
Occasionally, whena bright spark from the dying embers ﬂash(—:dgz't “tai I;;;;ll‘)‘;rpwraorger;ndButh.x;e f.'elt 'an irresistible p(:]w;er fw;;thm
upon the darkuess,be raised his eyes, and gazed for several minutes'|" 58 i While in his heart he refused, he follow-

; | ed the mysterious lady into the next apartment
i ift lost i bf. The! ) *xt ap: .
upon the spot from whence it sprung, as if’ lost in thougl ‘ The farniture here was elsgant beyond description.

vn.llage clock struck_—itlwas past midni'ght. The student raised | carpet covered the floor, the tables, sofun,
b bead,a.nd the din light ﬁ?l.l upon his hand.some feature.sv, "o the most costly materials and beautiful fashion. The rich drapery
glowing with !he.ﬂus'h of e.xcmng thoug_ht. His dark l(?cl\s fyell hang in ample‘fo!ds, aud the whole apartment literally glistened
carelessly over his high fair forenead, his keen penetn‘mng ©J e?s ‘with briliiant gems and costly ornaments. A massive chandelicr
were fizxed intensely upon a book that lay open beﬁ:re,hlm’ and his kcovered with diamonds, hung from the centre of the ceiling, and
lips were firmly cowl'essed together. ile arose - his form was ‘shed its pure light upon the table below, which, like every thing
manly and nobie. “¢* No I’ exclaimed he, clasping his hands. lu-"about it, was l:aded withrich farnitare, and » profusion of all
gether and pacing the apartment, ‘“No ! I cannot en.dure it—1
cannnt pursue my studies, while the image of that bright angol with the exception of a few preserves, was such as might be
tlits before my sight, and the story of her wrongs lies thus he;ﬂvy found upon the table of any citizen, in good circumstances, in the
apon my heart. And yet what a fool I am to think of her! [ ‘Ivicinity. g
cannot assist her, for she iz carefully watched. I may noti
love her, for she is an affianced bride—aud 1dv 'not ! Stil!,i‘ ) . ¢
herj history works strongly upon my feelings. Would that | ther Pﬂ‘")’ aPpeared .desf“’“s °r. prolonging them. When }he."
could sleep I Ho threw himself wpon his disordered couch,;vrose. Predenck. felt inspired with new covfidence, and taking a
and buried his fuce in his hands. An hour passed away, and . seut on a so{'a‘ with lh(f, mysterious lady, ﬂgazn eng?ged ber in con-
again the deep tones of the village clock came pealing upon the; versation, The evem‘ng wore away, and Frederick still k(jpt his
heavy night air.  The student sprung to his feet —<Yet sleep lseut, forgetful of the (.ilstunc'e htf wouk} have to trave.l that night w0
comes not,”” he exclaimed ; *“ I am resolved! 1 wiil once more. reach the place of his de;lmahon. The conversation every mo-
see Francesca—I will save her from the hated Spaniard. [If her \ment grew more interesting, znd the luter the hour the less. he
father casts her off, I will be her protector, her guide, and [,ur"vappeured inclined to leuve. By qu.estions in{;eniously contrived,
iriecd ! ;1313 managed to learn the name and history of his beafmful ho.st.ess 5
This resolution appeared to caln the tamultuous emotions vmfla.ni this ussufed him that there could be no dasger in remuining a
agitated the breast of the student. He returned to his coucll,fill{lle longer in a place that had so much of romance about it, and
and in a few moments sunk into a deep, but uneasy repose. !‘W”h a person for whom he already began to fecl the deepest sym-
‘The name of the student whom we have thus introduced to the Ppathy.
reader, was I'rederick De Vere. He was an orphan child, cast’| The name of the mysterious lady, he learned, was Francesca.
upon the world, without fortunc or friends. By his own unaided‘§5}le was the daughter of a .\Vest Indian smug;ler, n'afned I.\lar]ow.
etforis, and the nataral force of his genius, he bad sustained him- . Ifer mother was an English lady of noble birth, disinherited and
self honourably through his academical studies, and had nearlyf}bﬂniShEd for marrying bencath her. She died when Francesca
finished his colleginte course. e stood high as a scholar, he was L“'ﬂi O_nly three years of age, of a bfoken heart. He.r father then
respected by the faculty, and beloved by his classmates. During .;w.eut 1'mf) lhe. contraband trade, whlch.he followed s:xtfaen years,
the late vacation he spent a few days.on the New Jersey shore, ;\Vllh distinguished success, am! collecting the mass_of hfs fortunes
for exercise and sea-bathing, Returning one evening {rom a fowl- together, embarked for America. .IIc had been .m this country
ing excursion, he stopped o inquire his way at a singular looking  about two years, and although he did not follow his hazardous oc-
dwelling situated under the brow of a hill.

! inform her mistress that tea was waiting. De Vere could not re-
'sist an invitation to join them at tea, although he was conscious

The ceremonies of the table were soon finished. Indeed, nei-

It was built in the cupation in person, he derived a handsome revenue from his eon-
Venetian style, with a bulcony that overlooked the distant ocean.  nection with the smugglers, who transucted much of their business

"I'he columns and lattice-work of the portico were covered with aUuuder cover of his narge. Francesca was his only child, and on;

her . her he lavished all the attentions of a devoted futher, ard ajl llzeiidcavoured to assame her usual quiet and cheerfol manner. The

The lovely creu-iig“‘y mists of morn appeared in the eust, before Frederick rose to
Amidst all the splendour:

luxariant vine ; the little plats of ground in front ard on et
side of the house were strewed witha variety of lowers and orna- ‘]uxuries thut unbounded wealth C(.)uld procure.
inental shrubs, and tokens of refined taste, neglect, und wild extra-' ture revealed this story with asigh.
vagance were every where visible  The student approached the Wwith which she was surrounded

, she was the most unhappy
door and gapped. A beautiful young lady, attired in a dress that being in  existence.

Possessing a strong natural taste [or study,

appeared, and with averted eyes awaited his commands. De Vere%'prived, by the peculiar nature of her case, cven
could not have been more astonished, had an angel or a daughter

of the sea answered his call.  Aftera moment’s pause ho inquir- the very walls, bat the fearful pledges by whichh her father w
cd the direct road to the next village. The lady answered xhat};bound to exclude all but t‘he‘mOSt devote.d‘c.uuﬁdarnzs of eithe
she was little acquainted with the situation of the country, but}‘from her apartments, preciuded the possibility of admilting
would call her servant, who could probably give him the desir-i.and more capable teachers.

ed information, And pointing to a seat ona rich ottoman thnt:i The person who ruled t'ler ffnher with such despotic and fe
stood near, she disappeared. De Vere was sadly puzzled at_ful power, was one Antouio Rlcﬂl‘dO,. to vyhom he was indel,
the sight of this palace in the desert. He was actually disposed‘iifor his very existence., and. who held his wr'men
to question the reality of the scene, and began to suspect that he! obedience, sealed with his own blood. 1
vrag wrapped in a dream, or had fallen into the hands of the f.-;i." fiend in human shape, he had also betrothe
ries. The mysterions lady soon returned, with her servant, a  ter, under

as
rsex
other

ar-

ted

d his be
the most dreadful penalties, in case he fajled to
trisk, pert miss, who answercd Frederick’s questions respecting ‘the union with all the influence in his power. It w
the roads, with great freedom and accuracy. During this conver. ‘truth, which had recently been revealed to Fra
sation with the servant, he noticed that the mistress ﬁ‘eqnemly':
fised her eyes upou him, with a wistful pensive look, as if she| ' :
wished to spealk with him—to unburthen a load of sorrow—ar, as ‘ing to her sensitive and delicate mind.
he flattered himself, as if she wished, with the geutle Desdemona,'| most abandoned of his clas‘s—a tall, swar ‘
¢ that Heaven had made her such a man.” E man that hesitated not to imbrue bis hands in the blgod of inno-|
De Vere’s curiosity was excited. He determined not to leave 'cent victims, upon the slightest pratext 5 @ man whose heart was:
the house without Jearning something further concerning its lll)‘S-fjshut against the principles of right and justice, and whose soul was,
terious inmaies. e feltripe for adventure. Withthis view he ‘never moved Ly the common and softer emotions of human na-
addressed a casual remarls to the mistress, to which she replied: ture, Francesca, on the coutrary, was emphaticaily the child'of'v
with evident pleasure. "This was followed by another, with the i!nalure—lovely, imaginative, and sympathising. S‘hu was a!l.m-‘
same rosult, and De Vere took all the advantage of this good 'nocence, purity, and truth ; confined at home from her carliest’

assist
as this fearful

ncesca, that made
her sitnation doubly miserable, shutting sut for ever the cheering

thy, grizzly Spaniard ; a!

oave to the' had not noticed the absence of the servant, who now returned to]
g !

A rich'

and mirrors, were of

;that was rare and valuable. The food, however, was simple, and |

1;and if

vied in rich elegance with the costly robes of an eastern princess, and the accomplishments of refined societies, she was de.!

the means ; at the neighbouring vill

. S 11
of a common education. Maute books were offered, and heaped to’

! . -

; deeply interested in the fute of the lovely and devoted being with
i whose sirange history he had been entrusted ; a sease of duty and
" justice, and the motives of common humanity compelled himn to

pledge of constunt. with eredit in college. Should he succeed in conveying France
‘o this man, or rather ifrom her father’s roof, where should he place her?
antiful daugh-{f!he spies of the hated Spaniard seek her out, even in 1}
" corner of the country ? In her father’s house
" comforts and luxuries of life 5 could he furaish

"necessary to existence, or could

flight of hope. The thought of such an union was almost distract- |

. ‘
Ricardo was one of the'

‘ childhood, under the care of a single domestic, sheshad Jearned
It would have been difficult to decide which;

little of the great world around her. Her principal knowledge
was derived from books ; the Bible, and a few pious volumes,
dedicated to her and commended by her departed mother, had
been her constant companions and her dearest friends. The pre-
;cepts and instructions contained in their pages had been deeply
impressed upon her Leart, and were constantly in her mind, and
upon her tongue. Her disposition, naturally mild and wel | tem-
pered, was rendered more perfect by the salatary influence of
good principles, and her loveliness of person was enhanced by
:1he moral beauty of her character, and the purity of her virtue.
‘;She had a tear for all that wept, and the story of others’ wrongs
jaffected her heart in a most sensible manner. And yet she was
. doomed to a union with Ricardo, a grim monster in human form,
‘;a leader of outlaws, and offender against the laws of God and
‘gman, a criminal of the deepest dye. No wonder, then, that this
fragile flower was crushed in the rude grasp of the hand that was
!strelched forth to pluck it—no wonder that it drooped-and faded
tin such an unnatural embrace..

! Frederick listened to this story with breathless attention. He
[learned further, that Francesca’s father and Ricardo were then on
‘a voyage to the Mexican gulf, and probably be absent. several
days. Business of a peculiar nature called them away. This
was the first time she had béen left alone since her arrival in
;America, There was little danger of their sudden return ; and
lunder the circumstances, with the weight of her frightfal situation
'pressing wpon Mer tnind, and perhaps, with a desperate hope of
'escape, she had seized this opportunity to entertain a stranger, and
Lalmost unconsciously revealed her history. But when it was finish-
.ed, and she reflected what she had done, she was frightened, and
‘bathed in tears, she seized Frederick with frantic energy, and beg-
I'gzed him to purdon her folly, and if he could not assist her, at least
to keep the secret she had revealed buried in the deepest recesses
of his heart, ¥wpderick, choking with emotion, solemnly promis-
.ed to remain true to her request. The young woman who waited
|zpon Francesca, alarmed at the frantic cries of her mistress, en—
jtered the apartment. She pitied Francesca, and would have as-
,sisted her, notwithstanding the threats of Ricardo, had she known
‘bow.  She was disposed to make the most of the present oppor-
‘tunity. Francesca raised her head and motioned her away. She
Jeft the room.  Frederick took the hand that was extended to-
wards him, and in a soothing voice endeavoured to comfor: the
‘afflicted girl, with such consoling reflections as his mind suggest-
ied. For a time she refused all consolation, and the violence of
her grief appeared to increase rather than abate. Fredorick as-
‘sared her again and again that he would not betray her ; that ha
:would be her friend,and that he would do all in his power to res-
icae her from the fate which she dreaded and loathed from her in-

'most soul. She gradually recovered her self-possession, and en-

H
I

[take bis leave, and it was only on his renewing the promises he
‘lmd made, and also pledging himself to return the next evening,
possible, to devise some plan 10 save her from the fute that
awaited her, that she consented to let him returnto his lodgings

age.

i

! Frederick posseszed an ardent and adventurous spirit ; he felt

'seek her deliverance from the power of the Spaniurd.  Bot how

" could this be accomplished ? ke was a poor orphian stadent,

,without means or influence, and scarcely able to sustain himself
sca,
Would not
I remotess
she enjoyed the
cven the articles

she obtain the me

. ans to procure
Should he cemplain to the ¢y

uthorities, what right
would they have to interfere with the private affairs of o family ?
Had he evidence against Rouagiis sullicient to convict him of in-
;fumous crimes ! Ile had not. §f he attempted to save her, then
he must sarely fuil in his project, and the vengeance of the Spa-
‘niard would follow him to the grave. Ile spent the day in his
chaniber musing upon 14 circamstances of the case, unahle to

LTee it was best to pursue.
i As the shades of eve

'lhem ?

determine whet o

ning darkened the neighbouring bills he
was again on Lis wa

'y to the ceaesiore. The full trigut aueon
110 poer aleve ihe horlzon, gilding Ll ard dule, ocean

soon hesen



