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_ OHRISTMAS OUSTOMS AND .
-FESTIVITIES. -

nguu' Dax in the primitive church was
observed like Sunday avd was precesded by a
solemn vigil. To this vigil is due perhaps
the importance .given now to the keeping of
Christmas Eve, even by those who ignore
the Church’s teaching on this and kindred
subjeots,

At this time it was the custom of our ances-
tors (and one still practiced in many parts of
England) to turn night into day by lighting
immenge tapers made for the occasion and
oalled Christmas ocandles, and the burning of
the Yule log, or the Christmas block, as it was
variously termed. These illuminations, which
have come to be expressions of festivity and
viotory, were doubtless first used as religious
symbols, and were typical of Christ, the Light
of all lights, who came into the world at this
time, Making bright the whole house, and
giving a tone of comfort and good cheer, it is
not to be wondered at that the Christmas
candles and Yule bloocks came fo be regarded
a8 harbingers of good fortune, and to form the
nucleus about which is associated & host of
8 .perstitions:

Che Yule blocks were great logs ount from
large. trees, which required the strength of
geveral brawny hands and arms to roll them
into the wide, open fire-place.

The decking of houses and Churches with
evergreens is of very anocient origin.

Our pagan ancestors were aconstomed to
strew their homes at this season with boughs
and vines, to insure the favor of the syivan
spiriis by affording them a place of resort,
where they could remain, unnipped by frost
and oold winds, until & mild season renewed
the foliage of their own abodes. The Christians
who persevered in the oustom, did it with an
entirely different spirit; they looked upon the
ivy, holly, box and mistleroe &8 80 many
figurative expressions relative to Christ, the
branch of righteousness, :

The playing of the “Waits,’ during the
Yule tide is an institntion still maintained in
Englacd, partioularly in the northern and
midland counties. The practice may be traced
baok to the time of the minstrels, or musioal
watchmen, altached to the households of kings
and nobles, whose duty it was to parade an
assigned distriot, for the purpose ol musically
indioating the hounrs of the uight.

% Waits,” or * Waights,” were included
among tho minstrels in the service of King
Edward 111, These played on the hautboy,
whioh, sccording to Dr. Busby, was also
termed Waight. Ip the following reign their
duties were. very definitely defined In the
“Liber niger domus Regis, thus; “A wayrE
that : nightely from Myohelmas to Shreve
Thorsdave pipeth watche within the oourte
fowre tymes; in the Somere nightes three
times, and makythe BN GAYTE at every cham-
bere, doar and offyce as well for feare of
pyokeres and pillers.”

The popularity of carol-singing appears to
have been so universal in the days of our
English avcestors a8 to have been practiced by
the pessants, the olergy and the throme.
Bishops oaroled at Christmas among the
olergy , snd Henry VI,, in the third yesar of
his reign, kept his Christmas at Greenwich,
where, after the King's first course, the dean,
snd those of the Cbapel Royal, “sang a carol "
On Christmas days, formerly, varols were sung
instesd of psalms, the whole congregation join-
ing, the clerk olosing by wishing all present a
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
The Welsh seem to havaindulged in a practice
of carol-singing even to & greator extent than
either England or Ireland (the custom being
urknown in Sootland), for they had Christ-
mes, Winier and Sommer osrols.

The term carol was originally used to desig-
nate a song accompanied by danoing, the per-

formers jormipg & ring and baving joined
hands, singing 86 they went romnd; aud in
this sense it'is frequently.alluded to by the old
secnlar poets, But the msjority of the tradi-
tional songs coming under this designation are
of sacred character, the oldest carol being,
according to the bappy conceit of Bishop
Taylor, that “‘sung by the Heavenly Host when
the birth of the Saviour was announced to the
shepherds on the plaina of Bethlehem.” It is
probable that the practice of thus musioally
celebrating Christmas-tide owes its origin to
the oironmstance here referred to, as the
majority of carols allnde to the “ tidings of
great joy;"” and the amoient term Noel, or
Noweil, applied to them seems to bear out the
fact. There is extant a singular old earol by
Anrelins Prudentins, containing twenty nine
verses, which dates from the early pert of the
fourth century, proving that the custom of
oaroling amongst Christian communities is of
great antiquity.

The Christmas pies sre degoribed as long
and deep in shape and gize, in imitation of the
manger wherein the Infant Jesus was laid.
These pastry receptioals were filled with (to
nuote from an old recipe) “ & most Jearned
mixtare of neats’-tongue, chicken, eggs, sugar,
lemon and orange peel, various kinds of
spices,” eto,, ets, At the same period was also
concooted & sort of soup with plums, which
was considered as not inferior to the pies, and
which was known as plam porridge. This
dish formed the basis for the Christmas plum-
pudding so popular to day,

The Christmastree, though peouliar to
Germany, is now of general oceasion through-
out the whoie oivilized world. Originally the
presents were hung upon the tree, bearing the
names only of the favored ones, who found
much of their amusement in attempts at dis-
covering the donmors, The custom of giving
presents at Christmas was doubtless fonnded
on the pagsn practice of New Year's gifts.
The Christmas-box of old contained the bounty
of well disposed people, who contrilfited some-
thing toward rewsaiding the industrious poor
and supplying them with neccessaries.

In Italy the presents are placed in packages
upon a table and drawn for from the Urn of
Fate. Not much of the Christian spirit in that.

Io Norway, there is the sleigh-ride to Church
and the procession of boys in white mantles
bearing & large colored lantern shaped like a
star.

And who does not love to read of one good
Swedish custom ¥ How on Cbristmas Eve, a
sheaf of corn is tied to & pole outside, for the
poor little starving birds. There they remem.-
ber the birds; here, some forget even the
orphan and the widow on this Blessed Night.—
Church News, :

80 GOD LOVED THE WURLD.

8t Jomxn r. 16.

Advent and Christmas tide are upon us, with
all their crowding thoughts of Mercy and Daty
and Judgment. Now are we prayerfully to
review the past; to consider how we have
used the spiritual advanta ges of the year jast

coming to & close, and to pledge ourselves to a
more devoted service, with hearts full of loving
gratitade for all the manitold mercies of Our
Father and Redeemer,

For of all those mercies there is none to b
oompared with that we commemorate oan
Christmas Day. The greatest of all beoaunse it
inoludes them all. *God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son.” Was
there ever record like this? Was there ever
gift like this, that God should give His only
Son? Was there ever love like this that the
Father should give His well beloved Son ; that

the Son should empty Himself of His glory to

take upon Himself our weak human nature ?
It ie a love which passeth man’s understanding,
It is an infinite love, 16 is the majesty of God
seeking for a gift that shall be worthy of His
dignity and honor, and finding mone thus
worthy but Himself! 1t is the love of the
Father endeavoring. to kindle in us & love
toward Him ! It is the Son offering Himself
that He might come to us, to draw us and lead
us, His younger brethren unto the Father,
Was ever gift a love like this? Angels, to
whom no such love had ever been shown no
such gift been ever given, shovted Hosannas at
the descending of the Son of God to earth, and
shall men not weleome him with loving and
rejoicing hearts?

Ir is » blessed thing year by year to read, as
we are taught, the story of the coming of the
Son of God, A story which ;mnst awaken in
our hearts, if they be not harder than the
vether millstone, an answering impulse of gra.
titnde and thankfullness, which shall not be
able o content itself with words,

And so the day has come to be a time of
giving of gifts and bestuwing of charity, of
remembering the poor and the fatherless, of
the forgiveness of injuries, and generally of
making orooked things straight, or at least a
little straighter than they were ; and so may
it ever be |—Church News.

NEWS FROM THE HOME FIELD.
DIOCESE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

Haxtsporr.—We referred last week to the
opening of the new church here, The follow-
ing additional partiocuiars and brief account of
Church work in Hantsport will be of interest
to our readers: For msny years since work
was begun in this little town, there was no

house wherein the few Churchmen here could
worship in & decent and orderly manner. Yot
rather than not assemble to give unto God the
glory due unto His name, the services of the
Anglican Church have been conducted from
time to time by priests of the Angliean Churoh,
Hantsport is as yet part of the parish of Fal.
mouth and has so far depended upon the priest
in charge of it for its epiritual ministrations,
It ie hoped that theday is not far distant when
this part of the Lord’s vineyard will either be
& distinot parish, or else be united with Wolf-
ville, which is now part of the well worked
parish of Horton, In a fow years this no doubt
will be effected.

As far as the writer can learn & number of
oclergyman have been instrumental, in spite of
great temporal difficulties, in keeping alive
the germ of Charch life in Hantsport. About
the year 1874 or 1875 the Rev. Angustus Hilts,
the late Rector oi the parish of Derby, N.B.,
offisiated as often as he could here. He was
followed by the Rev. Professor Wiltoa, late of
King’s College, Windsor, N.S., and Rev, Dr.
Maynard, who conducted services for a short
time The Rav. G. W. Paters, Reotor of
Bathurst, when lay reader at Wolfville, at the
urgent request of a few faithfal Church mem-
bers came to Hantsport about 1883, and held &
few services in the basement of the Methodist
meeting honse, till ordered for some reason or
other to disoontinne, Afterwards no services
were held for about the space of three years.
In January, 1886, the Rsv. John Harrison,
inonmbent of Falmcuth was requested by the
late Bishop Binney to hold services at Hants-
port. He did for & time conduct them in &
publio hall rented from Charohill Bros, On
the hall being refused us, the Odd Fellows
kindly threw open their hall in the same baild-
ing and ever sinoe till the opening of St. An-
drew's Church on Nov. 27.h, the lstle band of
Anglioans have assembied the first Sanday 1o
each month of the year to worship God, Since

Deo, 1886, every effort has been put forth to



