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FAOTB AND FIG UREB.

Br Env, J. S. HATZULL.

Thero are somo facte wh ich arrest one's at-
tention and set one thinking. The growth of
the Chureh (commonly called Protestant Epis-
copal, that ls, the Church of England in Amer-
loa) i remarkable.

In the ' West End' of Boston forty years ago,
there were two Congrogational meeting houses
and no Episcopal Church. Now there are three
Episcepal Ch urches and no Congregational
conventiole. In New York, according to the
New York Evening Post, the increse of popu.
lation in five years bas been 15 38 per cent., the
increase of dhurh nembership (ail chnrches
except he Episcopai) hs ben 3-12 psr cent..,
while incodrng the Episcopal it bas been 1 03
per cent. But the inxc easeof the Episcc.pl
aJoinc vas Si 74 por cent.-denblo ils; cf the
population, ad neairly treble that of all the
denomimations put together.

Note this difference of inorese for the poriods
given :

>uIM. percentage.
From 1872 to 1U8 Prom 1882 tri 1887.

Episcopal ............... 30.9à ............ 34.74
Presbyteri'n (regular)z1.28 ............ 8.20

(ail shades) 15 6.90
Baptist.................. 13-15 .· ....... 5.06
iothodist .... .......... 11.72 ............ 1.12

Roformed (in Amer.) 23 36 ............ 6.1-0
Congregational....... 6.60 ...decrease 5.7d

Take another set of figures. The Albany
Evening Journal Almanac, for 1888, p. 103, says:
Among Englieh speaking people in the worM
thora are Episcopalians, i e , Anglicans 21,450 00;
Mthndiet (ail kinda) 16 100,000; Roman Catho
lies 14 750 000; Presbyterians (ail kinds) 10 700,09:
Bpliets (ail kinds) 8.210 00; Congregational
5 650.000 Add te the fret uamed the Greek and
the Roman Catholic Churches (al nationalities),
both of which are aise Epiecopalian-that i,
they have gounine Biehope-and the uniber f

'Episcopalians in the wor d wili b 300 000,00D.
Take another view : Daring the year ending

Advent 1888 Nov. 30.1, the following conver-
sions to the Church of ministers of the denomi,
nations were reported : Methodists 8; Bsptist 5;
Rman Catholio priosts 4; Presbyterian 3;
Congregational 2; German Reformed 1; Luth-
cran 1; Reformed Episcopal 1, and two whose
denominations were not nsm.d.-Total 2' I

For twelve years past the records show an
annuel average of thirty ministers Of the de.
nominations seeking Holy Orders in the
Church.

Bince 18'6, tbirty-two Mothodist ministers
applied to Bishop Prry, of Iowa, for admission
to Orders. Among conversions this year may
be mentioned; Baptist, Rev. Dr. Robert W.
Pearson, et Arizona; Rev. E. P. Gould, many
years Profaesor in tbe Newton Theological In -
stitute: Rov. Mr. Shiold, of Massachusetts; and
Rev. Mr. Wylie; .t'robyterian, Rev. O. P. Pie
simmouds, of Georgia; Congregational, Rev. P.
Allerton March, oi Maine; Gorman Roformed,
Rev. Charles F. Sontag, of Washington, D. C,
Four students of the Dutch Eeformed Thtolo.
giCal Seminary laitely renounced that creed and
came into the Churh.

Some six years ago Rev. K. E. G, Oppen, of
'Wihconsin, with the Lutheran urphan Bome
and the Lutheran eonBtitenoy baci Of it, ame
into the bhurch.

Take a view from etill anotber point. In
the week af ter Easter (l8t'), Bishop Paret, of
Maryland, in St. John's Onrch, Washington.
D C., confix med [acording to Apostolio exam-

ple, Acte viii, 12 17; xiv. 21, 29; xv, 41 ; xix,
t; Heb. vi, 12] a class in which were nine
colored candiuat.es, snd the sister-in-law of
PostimaterGeneral Wanamsker [Presby terian]
and daughter of the late Justice Matthews Of
the «U,S. Supreme Court, the danghter of the

Secretarv', .. G. Blaine [Presbyterian], and
Justice Grey of the U.S. Supreme Court. Again
in Englana s ass onmfirmed by the Bishop cf
Liandaff, of twenty mon, five had been Wesley.
ans [one a local preacher]. two Baptists, two
Independents, two Calvinstie Methodistu; of
19 wimen, threo boys and two girls had been
Raman Catholis. two Weeloyans, one Metho
dist. Again at Ebrenfelt, in Cambria CO,, Pa.,
the late Rev. A. P. Diller, who lad lost bis life
in the Johnston flood, found three emall Chris.
tian bodies struggling for success under three
local preachers. He presented the Church to
them in ber historio and spostoli character,
and the tbree bodies united in a Churoh Mis-
sion, and 21, including the three local preach-
ers, were lately confirmed by Bishop White.
head, of Pittsburg.

The qùestion may b askod: Why is this
drift cf ministers and mombers of the donomin.
ations to the Church i

I. In doctrine, the Church ' holde fast the
faith once delivered ta the saints,' and does not
follow the fanoies and speculations of modern
men and seote ' teaching for doctrine the om.-
mandîments of mon.' She 'holds fast the form
of sound worde' [the Creed] and ie truc to ber
Apostolio faith, character, foundation, and
Order.

IL. Another reason is her incomparable Book
of Common Prryer, which is a protest against
the bald system of the denominations, in which
the minister is the worshipper, the congrega-
Lion listeners. Being Common Prayer. it puts
into the months of the peole the devotional
and spiritual tressures of the ages, giving to
the people an equal sbare in the worship of
God by ils responeive character, in imitation of
the worebip of the ancient Church, and of the
Jewish Church, and of the worship in Heaven
[Isaiah vi, 3; Rev. iv. 8-11]. Of this Book of
Common Prayer, Dr. Adam Clarke [Methodist
commentator] says, 'It is, next to the Bible,
the book of my understandiug and my heart.'
And John Wesley said, ' I believe thero is ne
litnrgy in the world which breathea more of ;%
solid, Scriptural, rational pnrity than the Book
of Common Prayer.'

Ill. The third roson may be found in the
diference in the theory of worship. The de-
nominations go to charch to hear sermons and
to be entertained thereby. The pulpit is the
most prominent article of forniture, and the
sermon the mot important part of the service.
Churchmen go to charch to worship God, the
sermon [if thore be any] being a secondary
feature; and if thore ho none, the service is
complete in itself, Bece the varions elements
of worship in the Buok of Common Prayer-
Confession of Sine, Profession of Paith, Psalter,
Scriptures, Chants Hymns, Prayers, &j. This
ides of worship is seon most prominently in the
nomber of Communions. Christ did not insti
tute Sanday Morning and Evening Service with
long sermon. The only worabip He instituted
was the Supper of His Body and Blood. which,
in ancient times. was the Chnrch'e daily [Acte.
ii, 46] and at farthest week y [&cts xx, 7]
woriiip. The Church has irequant Commun-
ions, becanec men need the ghostly strengtli of
this spiritual nourishment; but the donomina-
tions, relying mainly on subjective religion
ard the sermon, do not worship Godfrequently
in this primitive and Divinely sppointed way.

IV. A fourth resson for this drift to the
Chureb is tbo uncertainty of fhe denominational
ministers [as expressed by themselveJ that
tbey are ministere; and the desire to have true
Ordination and Divine Mission, and be found
in a Church of historical continnity and Apos.
tolic Succession. They come te realise that
Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Menno, and other men,
however good, could not fonnd churches nor
give a valid ordination or a Divine mission;
that if they could, thon any good nan, or wo.
nan too, could found churches and ordain min.

isters. They realize that the true Church is a
.Diviae institution, with a Divine Order and a.

Divine Comnission, and with one unchanging
Faith ; founded by Christ Himeelf as He alone
could. 1800 years ago, and with whih. He
promised te ramain to the snd of the world; of
whiah the organizstions called 'dhrches'
founded in the lut three centuries, al diufring
in faith and hostile to each other lu fact, areno
part.-The CAurch Eclectie.

PREPRATIONS FOR WORBSIP.

Nothing i more plainly proved by experience
than the need of forethought and preparation
to saccesefal work. A man not only needs
general preparation as to methods and ways,
but his mind needs te te in sympathy witl
what Le doos. One cannot pase instantly from
one frame of mind into another. He who never
thinks of bis friende, will not b apt to erjy
their companionehip when ho chances to mcot
them. He who never thinks of God, except at
the Lour set for communion with Hlim, wiil not
surely receive much profit from that hour of
communion itself. If a man's familv worship
bh th-nght of only when the hour for it comes,
it will b a very duli and irksome duty. S> any
religions duty will be formai an4 dry if it bo
not preceded by a religions framne.

This ii notably truc of the service of the
L>rds Day. To a great many Chrietians Sun-
aay i a heavy day. cThey try to spend it
in Divine worship, but it is a tsk rather thn
a joy. It is a wearisome task, holding their
minds in an unacoustomed frame. So it often
happons that the day is gone before they come
into a proper frame for worship.

The wav of the Lord ehould be prepared in
our hearts. If we would have the Lord come
to us in car Sunday worship, ve muet think of
Hlim in oar week-day work. As it often as now,
when Sunday comes, the gathered rabbish of a
whole week must be cleared away. The way
of the Lord le blocked up by the remembrance
of the wok's cure@. A man brings his business
right up to the bordera of Sunday, and, of
course, the day iteelf is full of it. Boxes and.
barrels, bales, dry goods, groceries and hard-
ware, romain over in the mind from. the wook's
work and worry.

Now, a man has no more right to take these
things with him in his thoughts, than to leave
bis goods exposed for dispisy and sale in hie
store. If it were not for diiturbing others, ho
might jutii as Weil take lis ledgers and invoices
with him to church, and b making outhis
bille and cbecking of hie gooda Whde therO, as
to be doing these things in hie thoughts al
day. lie might just as weli wheel his boxes
and baies right inta the sisle, as to have them
present to mental vision ail the time. Jeaus
drove out the traders fromr the temple nith a
scourge of cords. But if he shonld com into
our modern churches and drive out ail who in
their thoughts have brought money, and mer-
chandig, and trade inte îhe house of God, He
would leave some very rmall congregations. If
ail the business that is planued in cnurah were
really transacted there, it would make that a
busier place than ever the Jewish Tdmpla -tas
in the days of the Passover. If we would
eaj,y Sunday as a day of rest and communion
w, God, we muet drive these money-changers
of cor thought out from the sacred temple of
our hearts, and lot those hearts ba again the
temple of the Holy Ghost. We must prepare
for the day, not merely by laying asida our
work, but by excluding it from our nearts, that
God may come sud dwell there.

Thue, in ail thinge, we muet prepare for
God'a work. We muet lay Our plans for i and
Shape our affaire for it. The lrd cornes to
reign, if E comes at ail. We muet so prepare
the way that He can come and cau reign.
There muet bo forehought as weil as good
wili; preparation as weti as diligence. lu i
truc the Lord sometimes comes auddenly to His
temple. But when he thus cores, " Wo shall-
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