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Letter from London.
(I'rom 2 valued corvespondent.)
TLowvon, Febh. 38th, 1885,

The London Diccesan Conference has recontly
held & most successful session. Vigorous dehates
were hield upon the hurning «uestions of the day
which have attracted wide-spread attention. Tho
vhject of ihe Conference was to provide a mode
wherehy the Church people of Tondon might he
able to express their feelings upon ecelesiastienl
ynestions.

Pronounced opiniony were expressed against the
Wite's Sisters’ Mwrriage Bill which is shortly to
have ils second reading in the House of Commons,
One speaker admirnbly explujucd how the real
strongth of the case lay in Christ’s words—¢They
twain shall he oune Hesh”"—implying that they
should be held to have exaclly the samo relations.
‘The Bishop of Salisbury characterizod the Dill as
full of danger to tho domestic happiness of families,
and entirely opposed to the ancient law of the
Holy Scriptures, and the doctrines of the Catholie
Clherell.  Should it become Taw it would destroy
the real brotherhood of brother-in-low, for hie who
was a posaille hushand coulsl not ho a real hrather,

JRarl Cairns said that the question was ono not of
absiraet polities but which went deeply iuto Me
moral and religious life of families and the Chureh,
anl bha triumph of the Bill would prove disastrons
to morals and peace.

Another subject vnder disenssion was one of
much practical importance—in what manner the
surplus ceclesiasticnl endowments of the Gity of
london coulil be made of benetit to the poorer
parts of the metropolis. Tt is 2 nolorions and
lamentable faet that while there exisis a spiritnal
Jdestitution in the ecrowded distriets of Loudon,
there aro sixty richly-endowed Parish Cliwshes,
with sixty vichly-paid incnmbents, who preach to
phantom congregations, Leeause sinee they  were
endowed the population hag heen driven away hy
ihe encroachments of business.  Thirty clergvinen,
wany of whom live ai a Tony distance, draw eael
over £1000a year for what is practieally a sine-
enve , one receives L400 for preaching every \Wed-
nesday evening to a fow old women, paid by doles
to attend. The vectory houses are mostly let for
commereinl purposes.  The wine bill of one parish
amounted last yvear to £67. The City Charities,
which are worth £40,000 o year, are mostly
muddled away. The Lishop of Tondon announced
(hat he intends his Bill for the Dewmolition of the
Clity Churehes to he introduced during the present
consion of the Howse of Cotnmons,  This bill will,
it passed, removo 4 erying evil, and apply these
immense oendowments where they will aecomplish
some proportionate vesulf,

The «question ol committing to the laity alarger
portion of the winistry of the Chweh received
carnest consideration.  Instances were adduced
where overworked ineumbents had veceived most
valuable aid from lay helpers, and where services
condueted by laywen under the divections uof the
Parish Triest had brought hundreds of outeasts
into the pale of the Chureh. Tt is cvident that
much of the prejudice which fornerly has existed

gainst Jay ageney, aud which was {ostered by the
late Archbishop, Is being overcome. The new
Primate iz strongly in faver of & Lay Diaconate,
and has expressed an opinion thet lay agency may
he nsefnlly cmployed, especially in the aver-
crowded parts of Lordon.

The Bishopr of Bedford moved fora commiltee
tu report on the best way of dealing with agnosti-
cism and other fovms of unbelief. e exprossed
himaelf as appalled at the prevalence of scepticism
amonyg the higher classes of English sociely. The
press openly disenssed the guestion whether
Christianity was not a ecurse, and whether theva
was a CGon and a hereafter. It hehoved the Clinrch
1o come forth and do hattle with these mighty
forces wrayed against her, and nob wasting her
strength on minor delails risk the losing of the
areat struggle.  She should speak out and remder
Jier reason to every man ihat challenged her.  The
seachers of the Clhurch should he hetter oqwipped
for their warfare ; more systematic and extended
knawledge of the evidences of tha Faith shonld

agz

he requived of candidates for holy ,orders aud
should he spread among the hody of the people.

The Digeesan Conforence is expected 1o develop
into o National Conference that dhall meel an-
nually and form a vepresentative assembly of the
whole Chareh. . ’

An affirmation hill has heen passed through the
ouse of Commens for the reliel of My Brad-
laugh, Itis deeply to lie regretted thai the in-
terests ol wovality anid religion should e icnored,
and Parliament shonld depart frow s veligious
traditions, in order fo satisfy the infidel avtizans
of Northampion who shout lor their infidel repre-
sentative, ’

At a reeent wmoeting of the Charch Missionary
Society ¥ar! Cairns said it was o common 1hing to
hear some people who had heen abroad say that
though o greal dead of money had been spent,
there was very little result. They themselves ad-
mitled however, whon pressed, that they had never
taken Lthe trouble lo mquire inlo the nabter, hnd
thought it elever aud pmart to condemn missions,
thongh they knew mnothing whatever abont fhem.
To his mind there nevor was a time when missions
were 50 suecesafitl as now,

The asgaults of which the Bishop of Manchester
has lately heen the objeet haved suggested o o cor-
vespondent of lw Guardian {he propviety  of
establishing “a closs time” for Bishops, dnring
which it shall be illegal to hunt, harry, or drag
them through the mive. By this menns the lives
of prelates might be prolonged. who shonld e
quite as precions as wild hirves,

I is said thal the total abslinenee yovement
hins gained more trinmphs of Jate m knglvud than
in Ameriea.  Tho lale reports of the Thinted States
Nudional Durvean of Statisties show wosleady inerease
during the past five yenrs in the consumption of
Lynors, wore than eounnensurite with the inereaze
of the population.  Thus the consumption of wall
liguors in 1878 was 310,000,000 gallons  m 1882
57,000,000, while the cow=nmption of disdilled
spirits grew from H7,000,000 to 71,000,060 gallons,
These fimures show @ marked vetvogmde movement
whereas b Gareal Fritadn thete will he o great
diminution of revenmite o intoxieating lignors
Other means will have to bo resorted 1o ol rephm-
ishing the public purse, bt mouey will e spent
more usefully Ly people who precivusly spent it
1o their own injury.

The Avehbishop of York has issnwl to his elergy
a short form of service with specinl prayer, he-
seeching the Divine inferposition i favor ol
more propittous weather.  This e poinds ol s
not done in a quernlous ov complaining =pirit bnt
is a litling appeal 1o the Almighty Roler of the
Uiniverse ab a tine ol abuovmally severe woeather,
when fields ave flooded and the perils of the aen
areally increaged,

Those who lave watehed with interest the rise
and progress of {he Salvation Army will feelsome
disappointment, at its wore recend phases. I
{00 evident thal wuny of ifs converts Tack sevious-
ness—the  Hirsdh  veguisite ot Christianity : that
General Booth has anade a mistale in meddling
with  financial watlers by iscuing Salvationist
Dondz as o means ol horrowing money lov the
oraanizalion : 1t he has ineurred deserved oldium
by encouraging Miss Clarleswortl, danghter of o
Londen clevgyman, {o slisregard  her parents!
wishes and take o leading part in the canpaizn

[

in Switzerland  where she aud her assoeiates
have come  into coutlich  with the anthorifies
amdl been  expelled  frowe one  or two vitie.,

Perhaps thiz organization missed ifs greal oppor-
tnnity in vefsing the proffered shelter of the

CChnrel of Fngland, whose cternal fonndations ve-

sist the devouring waves of time which ave apl to
undermine such revivalist movemaents. AT,

Paragraphic.

The Rev. Mr. Zara, rceendly ol the Roman
Communion, iz now working in Philadelpbia under
Bishop Stevens,

The Churchmen of Honolilu have slarted a
journal of their own—The Anglican  Chureh

Chranicle.

A writer in the Christiqu ar Work alfirms that
the Church year is growing in Favor among all the
deuominations.

Xight preachers (inelnding a Bishop) ol the
Zion Apoestolic Churels, were condinued by Bishop
Whittle al Petershurg, Vao o 1is =aid thai almost
the entire Zion Union Apostolic Chureh will fol-

I Whisley Reigns.”

Tow their Temders into the Chareh.

Professor Sayee wriles (g the T7pes, pointing
ond that the Mallese T=landsare the only parl ol
the world in which vannins of Phoatdcian temyples
gl exiab, and expressing w hope that meaarves
may be taken by the Covernment ta presorve them
from destruction.

"The statistics of erime in Franco show thal 75
per cent. of the eriminals can yead and write. Fhe

governor of one of the prisuns cospluns that his
prisoncis are oo well educated. 1L is the edueated
rascals who ave havd 1o eatehy, hard fo keep, and
hard to convict.

On the evening of fannary 2sth, the lestival of
the conversion ¢f St Paul, Count Campello hield
his first cervice in the mission roemy recently
secured in the Via Furini, The congregation, which
numbered miany Hatians, entered heartily into the
service. ihe sermon was delivered by Comi
Campello, and was on the life of St Paut in Rome
On Sunday, January 28th, the attendanee woas very
encowraging. A soldier who had jeined the con-
gregation requested permission o bring, others, as
e knew of severad who wonld sladly purticipaie to
the services, which are now held requlardy on Sun-
day alternoons. v

The A, T. Stewart estaie at Garden City, Long
Island, ivcludes v7,000 acres, on which foco trees
have heen put out. The town js brelve mides long
and four miles wide. For =t 1'aul's School for
boye four miltion bricks were necded, 1wl
accomamadate 300 hoya, 'Uhe coppur Jeaders ol
pipes for the bnilding cost #6000, The Cathie
dral will not he fnished for at fesst anotier yeor.
Its organ costs #roo,000, "Fhe building s g lect
long, and finished in marble and Twonzes, Ve
chimes can be plaved adeng with the arman and
furnish o chorus. Phe Fpiscopal Residence s
apy roachisy completion.

The Madizon avenne Daptist Clrels New Vol
Dr. Breidieman, pastor, has dechled Lo riake conee
tmportant ehanges in their evening sepviee, A
speciad committer, appointed reeently toconsader
the question, repurted that w Htwegical servier i
desirable + that the Heformed Churehes hove made
A istake inoso weneradly easting Tonavpical forn -
asidde - that in oy Cliareles the fdew ol worship
foabhnoat entively crowded ant, and shat preaching
has fakon il place s wnd they conwegrently e
Heve thal the Clinred, al it pvening corviees mishl
use with prolit some modified Titnrgieal form.

The congreaation and parvishioners olm AL Sainf "
Bivminghain, veeently Topwarded @ congratidator
address, handeostnely etevosadand woinmed, fo
the Avehbishop elect of Canterbary. Do Benson
wits horn in the old parvicde ehiveln inowhich ehinreel
yard his father, wother, and ister wow e biyied,
During the years that have elapsed sinee De Ben-
son <avered his connection with Birminglian e
hias on frequent oreasions shown the interest which
he feals in matfers conuected with AH Saints, andd
he never omits ab Chrisbinns 1o send some fovd
decorations o he placed wpon the grave o ki
paveniz, The parizh ot Al Sainls® b e Baveed
aned one of the poorest in Birminelan,

The first public demonstration of 1le Clinely
Pemperance Society in New Verk city webeld
Steinway Hall,  Scevetary Gorabam has oaceeerdes
i enlisting a wide interest in the work, which b,
supported not ouly by such prominent Chrelynen
as Dre Potler, Corneling Vawderbit and the Cul
tings, bt by such Uresbyteriang as Drs, Crosbyand
Paine, by Rabbi Gottheil, and by philantiropists
cencrally.  The ferald gives maps of district of
the eity “Where lager Reigns” and “Wheie
The objects proposed are the
restriction of licensed places of drinkiny, numbur
ing now over yooo, and the suppression of the roco
illicit places, so that there anay he ot more than
onc saloon to goo, mstead of one ta 2y of the
population, as at prescat.  The =ale of liguor ta
minors and Sunday opening are alsn practic:.

which are to he withstood.



