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“HER FOUMDATIONS ARE

UPOM THE HOLY HILLS."

?I..

THEREFORE 1 WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT TO PUT YOU ALWAYS IN REMEMBRANCE OF THESE THINGS, THOUGH YR
ESTABLISHED IN THE PRESENT TRUTH.—9 PETER 1§, 12

KNOW THEM AND BE

VOLUME 1I1.]

L

Original Poetrp.

For the Church.
VERSES.

L
‘The spires of old England! that poing to the skies,
To the goal of our hopes, where the heart's treasure lies;
To the home of the spirit, where Jesus is gone,—
To mansious of glory which Jesus hath wos.

2.
‘The spires of old England! that taper above,
Like the heart’s upward flame when it burneth with love;
When bright with the dew of its heavenly birth,
The soul looh aloft from the shadows of- earth.

3.
‘The fair village-church! with its white walls of snow,
Its ivy-crown’d poroh with the stone seats below ;
Where, shelter’d alike from the storm and the suo,
Young and aged may rest when their labour is done.

4. »
Meok tample of God! with its altar and shrine,
Where man may drink deep of the fountsin divine;
Where the prince and the peasant their Maker adore,
Then blend in one dust when life’s travail is o'er.

5.
The green sodded graves! that affection hath dress’d
With wreaths of bright flowers,——where the wearied onesrest :
The eloquent marble ! last tribute to those,
‘Thelov'd and the lost, that in silence repose.

-Bless church of my fathers! tho’ far o’er the wave

I've wandered from thee, and the lov'd in the grave;
‘Though tho friends of my youth be all sleeping afar.—
Boe thou my home ever, my bright polar-star! '

Remote in the forest, where Canadas snow,

Or her sunlight of summer, falis brightly below,—
I see thee, 1 see thee in semblance srise,—

‘Thine offipring of beauty is dear to my eyes.

Oh 1 fair tender scion ! whose early youth seems
Reflection of her that haunts meniory’s dreams;
How fair, yet how fecble—far off and away—
Thy leuflets aro waving, thy fluw's drinks the day !

Insorrow, in weakness, like sire-bereft child,

That no mother hath car'd for, thou weep'st in tho wild ;—
Yect dried be thy tears, and thy mourning forego,

For the Lord is thy banner and swiles on thy woe.

10.
The Lord is thy banner! the might of his power
Shall shield thee and save thee. thou young forest-flower !
Thy foes cannot crush thee, tho’ slight be thy stem,
For the Lord is vn.b thee, and but weakness with them.

1L
Meck temple of God! when oppression and ruth
Ave poured on thy walls, be thy bulwark the trath ;—
Though tempest and flood in their fury unite,
8tand firm in the Lord, in the power of his might.

12,
Though the curseof the godless upon thee be pour'd,
0, be thou still bless'd with the smile of the Lord;
Be thy battlement strong | thy foundation below
Firmly bas'd on the Rock that no power can o’ecthrow.

18.
Then grow, and still gather the good of the clime,—
Till strong in the stature of manhood and prime,
The fulness of glory around thee be sproad,
And thy white-vestur'd form be a)l worthy thy H eaJd )

Loughboro', October, 1838.
THE REV. HENRY VENN, MA., RECTOR OF
YELLING, HUNTINGDONSHIRE.*

Tho style of preaching too universally adopted during
the last century, both within and without the pale of the
Established Church, was lamentably defective. There wero
many champions, indeed, to be found to defend the out.
works of Christianity, to refute the assertions of the gain.
sayor, and confound the reasonings of the sceptic; but,
generally spenkmg. the great fundamental doctrines of the
Gospel were not prommently brought forward in the minis.
trations of the pulpit. 'Morality was substituted for vital
godliness, The condescending mercy of the Saviour in
opening a way of access to the Father, was rarely alluded
to. The all.important doclrines of nan’s corrupt state by
vature, of justification by faith slone, and of sanctification
by the power of the Eternal Spirit, were among those
truths, which, if not discarded, were certainly not promi.
nently advanced. For this assertion, st which some per.
chance may bo offended, we are fully borne out by the au.
thoritative declarations ol'some of the most eminent prelates
of the Church; and Secker, Horsley, and Horne, must lave
been uncharitable in their censures, and unwarrantable in
the langusge employed in their charges, or these remarks
hold true. Nor was the defect confined .to the Established
Church. It had extended itsclf to .the various denomina.
tions of nonconformists; and we have before us at this mo.
.oent more than one,volume of sermons by eminent Dis.
sentets of the period referred to, where the lack of spiritual
instruction is indeed deplorable. As faras our own Church
is concerned, .an unquestionable improvement has taken
place: and to this, under tho Divine blessing, we mainly
look for her stability. .Legal enactments for that stability
are.absolutely necessary. Every encroachment upon her
rignts.and property shonld be viewed .with .a jeslous eys;
but it is the faithful. preaching of an * unclovdod Gospel,”
itis the dissemination -far and,wido of the doctrines of the
Reforaiation,—it j» the bold, uncompromising avowal of

Seripture truth, which must, after al, prove the bulwark of
our Zion, and render her a praise upon. eanth.

It was at the.period to.which .we . have alluded, that the
founders of Methodism began 10 excite sttention by a style
of proaching very different froj_that usuatly adopted, and
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by a strictness of life, which failed not to excite the derision
of the ungedly. Tho departure of these devoted men from
the strict rules of canonical obedieace was much to be de.
plored. They had a straighttforward course to pursne; and
they nceded not to bave struck out into devious paths.  We
ueod not comment on their mode of procedure.  Wo would
only look back with gratitude to those worthies whe fult
the need of a moro spiritual wode of instruction as well as
thoy, but who saw no necessity of tbemselves withdrawing
frout the palo of the Establishmont. Such was tho sabject
of the present memoir. For though at ono period ho did not
feel it to bo cntirely his duty to withhold preaching in un.
conscerated places of worship, he yet aftorwards deoply la.
mented having done so0; and solemnly warned othere from
fullowing an exumple, which ho folt had conduced to wmany
evil results.  As ho advanced in lite, the more important
did ho feel it to be, that the ministers of the Established
Church should be scrupulously cauntious in no respect to
transgrees tho roles of cunonical obodionce; which trans.
gression, when it does occur, is too ofien the index of a
nmind not willing to submit to lawful authority, and is ut.
terly at variance with the solemn vows underlakcn on en.
tering holy orders.

Hexrv Veny was born at Barnes, in the county of Surrey,
on the 2d of March, 1724. His uncestors wero clorgymotn
of the Church of England in an uninterrupted line fromthe
Roforination. His father was Richard Venn, rector of St.
Antholin's, Watling Stroet, London. Ilis mother was tho
daughter of Richard Ashton, Esq., paymaster of the pen.
sions to King Charles I1. and privy purse to James II.

Henry from his earliest years gave decisivo proof that
his tolents were of no ordinary kind; and, afier heving
been placed at several schools, one of which was that of Mr.

| Cateott, of Bristol, author of u treatise on the Deluge, &ec.
: &c., he was, ut the oge of soventeen, admitted & member of
LSt

John's College, Cambridgo; but having obtained a
Rastat scholarship in Jesus College, ho spocdily removed to
that society. \Whilst a rosident member of’ the University
ho gained any friends by his gonerosity of fecling, amis.
bifity of character, and what is usually termod goudness of
heart. Ho toak the degree of B. A, in 1745. 1o 1747, he
was appointed one of the Univorsity scholars. lle was or.
dnined doacon the sameo year by Bishop Gibsoun, of Londan,
Ho was soon after alected a fullow of Queen's College, took
his degreo of M.A.; and his fellowship he retuined until
his marriage, in 1757.

Up to this poriod it does not appoar thut Mr. Vonn had
eerious viows on tho subject of religion, although ho was
sincerely attached to the Chureh. Amiable he was; and,
as far a8 can be learned, strictly moral in his conduct. But
amiability and outward abstinence from vico do not consti.
tute vital religion. These inay bo testified, und bave fie.
guently beon testified, by persons who bave been nlterly ig-
norant of * the truth as it is in Jesus ;" nay, who havobeen
vehowmently opposed to the reception of that truth, Like
the young man in the Gospel, whose candid, open, ingenu.
ous conduct so far won upon our ILord, that it is recorded,
that Jesus loved him; yet, Jiko him, they may Jack uno
thing: it is tho one thing neciful—tho desiro to make un
unrescrved surrender of tho hoeurt, and all other possessions,
to the service of Jechovah. Mr, Venu's senso, too, of cleri.
ca] decorum was very conspicuous. 1e had been extromely
fond of cricket, at which ho was estcemed quite an adept ;
he fully resolved, however, that, after his ordination, he
would no more engagoe in that game ; nor could ho bo indu.
ced to doso by the most earnest solicitations of his friends.
Still, however, that holy principle of action, which afler.
wards led him to labour in his Master's service, was want.
ing ; for theromay be an external altention to propricty of
conduct, and 2 sincere desiro to give * no offence in any
thing,” evon when the soul is not wholly subject to tho law
of God.

The period arrived, however, when a great chango was to
be wrought in the religious principles of Mr. Venn. The
first considerable roligious impression made upon his mind,
says his biographer, arose from an cxpression in the form of
prayer that he had been daily accustomed to use, ** that 1
may live to tho glory of thy name!™ The thought power.
fully strack his mind, What is it to live to the glory of
God? The impression was not cffaced ; and he began so.
riously (o inquiro inte his religious stato. In this framo of
mind, Law's * Serious Call to a Dovout and Holy Life,”
with all ite deficiencies, was particularly useiul to him. He
now began to think more seriously, to livo more strictly, to
keep 8 closer watch over his actions. Ho at this time
served the curacy of ‘Barton, near Cumbridgoe. fle afier.
wards assisted various friends; and in July 1750, he aceep.
ted the curacies of Mr. Longley, roctor of St. Matthow,
Friday Street, London ; and of West Horsley, Surrcy. At
this latter place his duty wes performed with the most earo-
ful attention and the most scrupulous exactness. His fumily
prayer was atlended by many of the parishioners. The com.
municants were very considerably incressed ; and his own
lifo was distinguished for the utmost precision and regula.
rity. Toaliving which he might have hud, and of somo
value, he voluntarily recommesnded an individual, whom he
deemed better qualified to fill it, and who obtained it by his
instrumentality. A work of Mr. Law’, at that time first
_published, the * Spirit of Love,” or *Spirit of Prayer,”
opened Mr. Venn’s eyes to the faults of that writer, whon
be bad hitherto regarded as a corsect guide in religious
matters, Ho saw through the errors of that system by
which he had sought to be regulated, He was now resolved
to call no man master. He sought for spiritual illumina.
tion and guidance from its only true source. By earpost
pragyer, and diligent pesusal of the word of God, he was Jed
to clearer nppreltetmon of the truth, until the Gospel, in ol
its vmfymg power and saving energy, was brooght home to
his heart and conscience. We cannot fail to admiro cleri.
cal comi:uney, and outward respect to zeligious matters.
Wo cannot but praiss zeal for the salvation of soals, by
whomeoever it is testified. Olsries] lakowarmness is = sin

of no small magnitude. Clerical deficiency in duty must bo
accounted for at the judgwmont.svat of the chict” Shephord,
whose searching inquiry, of cvery subordinate shephord,
will by, ** Whoro is the flock that was given theo—thy
boantitul flock 7 But cnorgy, devoteduess, zeal, and labour,
may all bo testified, and have been ropeatedly testified, oven
whilo there is a lamentable deficiency in tho proclamation
of the free offer of pardoning imercy set furth in the Gospel,
and Jesus has not been exalted, in o} his offices, as tho solo
ground of the sinner's hopo.

Soon after this chango in his viows, in 1754, Mr. Vonn
accepted the curuey of Clapham, in Surrey, whare o rosi.
ded five years—at tho samv tiwe holding severs) leeture.
ships in London. 1Here ho beeame nequainted with Mr,
John Thornton, betweon whom and himsel” the strongest
feclings of friendship existed.  In 1756, it pleased God to
lay kit on a bed of sicknoss, and fue oight wouths he wos
incapacitated from duty, This sickness was peculiarly
blessed for his soul’s good, 1o had now clearer viowa of
the Goaspel plan of salvation, which was apparent by a moro
decided nodo of preaching.  Tn May 1757, ho warried o
daughter of' Dr, Bishop, ministor of Tower Cliurch, in Ips.
wich, She was a person of the decgest piuty, and catered
into hor rost 1767.  In 1759, lto was presonted to tho vicar.
ago of Haddersfield, in Yorkshire, a poor pivce of preferment
in a wotldly point of view, for the income did not exceed
£100 per annum ; but ho was anxious te labour in u large
sphere of uscfulness : nnd he had not been long settiod in
the living before un importunt chango took place in the wpi
ritual aepect of the aftiirs of tho Established Church, Tho
purish church itself was crowded to oxcess.  The ignoranes
of the neighbourhood wus most doploruble ; but ho xoon por.
ceived somo fruits of his labonrs.  Numburs were seriously
impressod.  "Fho services of the Church, too often sngagod
in in a formal spirit, wero now attended with thy hearttelt
desire for instruction. Opposition of courso awuited him,
Jfis doctrines wcre misrepresentod: his conduct was con.
demned: ho was regarded as antinomiun in principle, whilo,
at tho samo time, his own conduct, and that of his convorts,
was censurod as teo strict.

Ho felt, that to preach Christ aa the o-:’) Saviour of sin.
ners, was his duty, his honour, and his privilege; snd ho
was willing Lo uceount us a brother in the Lord every la.
bourer in the vineyard who sought to maguify Hiv graco
and mercy who dicd {or sinuers upon the cross, whutever
might bo their opinions on minor points, “'Thoss,” says
he, ¢ wha exult the Lord Jesus Christ as their sulvation,
and abase mun, I rejoice in; und would not have thom ad.
vanco further, tili they soo moro off tho plan of sovercign
grace, so conneeted with whatis indisputable, that they can.
not refuso their assent.  Diflicultics, distressing diflicultics,
arc on cvery sido, whether wo reccivo the schoms or no.
We must be as little children ; we munst be daily exorcising
outselves in humblo love and prayer; wo must bo looking
up to our Saviour for tho Holy Ghost. And aftes this has
Léen our omployment for mary yoears, we shall find how
much truth therv is in that Divino sesertion, * 1f uny man
think that he knoweth any thing yet us bo vught to know,
that man knoweth nothing.’ 1 uscd to plouse mysolf with
the imagination, fifleen yoars sinco, that, by pruyor for the
Holy Ghost, and reading diligently tho lively oraclos, 1
should bo able to understand all Scripture, und give it all
ono clear and conoistonl_monning. ‘I'hat it is porfectly con.
sistont I am very sure; but it is not so to any mortal’s ap.
prebcnsion-bero.  Wo ate g0 proud, that wo must always
have soniething to humblo us; nud this is ono moans to
that end.”

In 1763, he published * The complote duly of Man,"—
There wero two works extant, under a somowhat similsr
title, which were widely circulated uinong the members of
the Established Church—"Tihe Old and the Now Whole
Duty of Man, Both were radicully defective: the ¢ Old,”
as keeping almost out of view the peculiar doctrines of the
Gospel ; the ¢*Now,” as giving a most unscriptural viow of
these docLrines.

In 1770, ho was prowntcd by his fricnd Baron bmytb,
then onc of the cominissioners of the Croat Seal, to the rec.
tory of Yelling, in Huntingdonshire; which, from tho de.
clining stato of his health, he felt it his duty to accept.~—
Huoddersfield was o charge far too great for him. e had
icuny symptoms which led to the supposition that he was
on the very verye of consumption. Ho was nocessarily in.
cepacitated from using exortion in his ministerial celling ;
and he wiscly camo to the determination to leavo the scene
of his moro active Jubors, und to retire to tho quiet seclusion
of 4 country village. ¢ Nothing would havo prevsifed on
mo to leave Huddersfield,” says lie, in s letter beuring dato
November 17, 1770, «if my lungs had not received an ir.
reparable injury, of which I am moro sensible by several
symptoms than cver. What 1 feel in giving up the Hud.
dersficld congregation, no words can sufliciently express ;
instead of being rejoiced at the providonce, I barcly feel re.
signed.” And again, to another friend, lo thus expreesed
himsoelf': * Lucrativo views were not of force to detormino
e : and so it will be found ; for, all things considered, the
incroase of jncome will not bo many poands, and the in.
creaso of trials will be very grievous, for instead of a large
congregation, the glory of the country, I shojl havo very
fow, and probably, such is the thinuess of the inhabilants,
never many ; instead of the love wherowith I was loved
at Huddersfield, I shall give offonce, and bo ulways five or
six miles from any conversiblo people.” Thero is indeod no
small denial of she mind, wbwh many clergymen are called
upon to exprcise, when they are placed in spheres of  com.
parativoly little usefulness, aud when they are cagerly in-

tent upon performing thoir MBMt’l work Such appearsto]

bave been tho caso with Mr. Vonn the tememont of & so.
cluded vxllage dul npt seem calculated . for a man of bis sr-
dour and zen}, who had been aconstomed to the activity of
busy life ;. yot to this he was led ; and doubtless many souls
were benefitted by his exchange, The presopt . Bishop of
Winchester thus admirably speaks with rofcrence to this

vory subjuoct: ** Not all,* says he, ** aro called to speak in
the grout congregation : thoe path of duty will load sowe, ey
it did Jobu tho Baptist, into tho desort. Do their spirits
droop?  Douvs their intorest tlag, whon thoy sutvey their
narrow sphoro 7 And are they tamptod to sit down inactive
and listloss in tho restricted lot of their inheritance t Lot
them estimate, if thoy van, the valuo ofa singlo soulinthe
sight of tho groat Shopherd and Bishop. Lot thom reflect
whethor tho emellest number will not bo more than they oan
be vufliciont to answer for, in tho duy whon they shall rendor
an account of their stowardship. Lot them remembor, that
thoy may perform thoic commission as ucceptably to God,
and, perhaps, os ussfully, when two or theeo are gathared
togethor in his naine, as in tho crowded city and populous
haunts of men. ‘Though their flock bo but as 8 fero sheop
in the wilderncss, it is still that boautiful flook for which
Christ shed his blood 3 und Yo will ono day ask of thoir pas.
tor respociing eaclt of thom, inconsidorablo aa thoir num.
bor ziny have beow, * With whom hast thou lefd them 1 v'e

Soon afler his toking up his rosidence at Yelling, he
married for tho socond time. ‘Cho lady was the widow of
Mr. Smith of Kensington, and lived afler tho marriage 21
yoars, 1lis living boing at no yroat distanco from Cam.
beidgo, ho had frequont opportunitios of holding interoourse
with mewburs of the University ; somo of whoin eugoerly
sought his society, und woro much benefittod by o Hie
conversationul puwers wero vory groat : the advico which
hoimpurtod wae, in the truost sonuo of the word, soundand
judicious ; and this, vven in his nurrow uphoro of striclly
parochial duty, ho wus madu the instruinont dfincalculable
good. - In tho autumn of 1791, ho engaged the sorvicus of
a pormancnt curato, His constitution was nutunlly vory
weuk ; and at the uge of 68 ho found it necossary wholly
to withdraw from activo duty, Llis family conuisted of one
son and threo daughtors, one daughter having died jn olllld.
hood. ‘Fhe son was woll known s the roctor of Claphum.
In espect to bis children, indoud, ho was olngulaﬂy blomd
ns inay bo seon in his varlous lettors,

About six monthe bofore lius death ho left Yelling. und ro-
moved fo Clapham,  Horo ho continued in o most dohght.
ful framo of mind, roudy to uboy tho summmons of his hoa.
venly Master, At Jougth,” to uso'tho words of his Mo.
graplior, * on tho 24th of Juae, 1797, his happy opmt wie
relaasod, und onterod into the long-anticiputed _|oy o(‘ lits
Lord. 0

© ® Chargo delivered to the clurgy of tho diocess ol Wlnelm-
ter, io Qctober,’ 1823, . .

HORAI LITURGICH.
No. VII. =
TILE ABSOLUTION

It has been woll observed that 'to tlmo who foul tho sting,
and have an sppalling senso of tho wngos of sin, vaguoand
indotorminate idoas of the morcy ‘of God will not bo ntu.
factory, without somo neoompanyinz cloamcu of pors ulon
upon tho scripturo doctsine of ABsoLUTION. “This’ ocomfort
und encouragomont has been -upplwd to tho Cbrhmn wor.
shipper, in lho offices ol‘ our npouolio Cburqh' ' »

Y

BOTEOW :
Lord, but to disponss his blessings nloo Afm' o
fellow.worshippors, bumblo and - pomumt,

not only are they to proolnxm tho. torrorn of the
i g_hh
to the throne-of
graco—confessing thero ‘thoir sinfulncas and, holplcumm.
and dopondence only on the mmorcy of God through Chtht
~tho pestor of tho Church proceeds to the offico of ‘consc.

lation, 1o tokos, as it wore, tho sinnor by tho lund, raisos
him’ from the dust, and comforts him with God's pro;muc
of pardon,—not vaguely or indofinitoly oxprcued but an.
thoritativoly spoken on the strength of the positive commh
sion with wiiich ho has boen ontrusted, By tlut nuthority,,
embraced specifically in the chargo convoyod to lm minis..
tors by Christ himsolf, ho declares and yronouncu 1o the
pemlent the * absolution and_ romission. of their lin-." By’
our sins we are delivered up, as it woro, bound witha chain,
ready for punishment; but by Gud's morcy. through Chrht.
vouchsafed o us upon our hearty ropontance, . we aro do!i.’
vered, and his ministers are, upon thoso temu, commiuionod
to pronounce ovr diocbnrgo. o

Noris the Church of England. nngular in thic ooml.ruc.
tion of tho wants and desires of her. penitont peoplo. 4 We
tro ovory ono of us,” says Calvw," roady to admit that tt\u
a gonora] confossion, 1o mbjom pome signal promi.o whuoh

may excite hope of pardon and reconciliation, iy & vory use.

ful and beneficial practico—And from tho very beginning
I was desirous of adopting this method, but 1 . yielded too
oasily to tho apprehonsions of others.” In answer to_ tho
oxpression of such approhensions as are hore nnpliod !t can .
bo unhositatingly afficmed that thero is nollnng in tho Aboo.
lution appointed by our Church that bogders upon unugpog .
able pretension—no claim laid to powors whish our Saviour
does not expressly sanction. Thae Absolution hore onjouud
is plainly declaratory and conditional, llthough it,proclaims
with ministerisl authority God's_ readincss to receive the .
true penitent and sincerc boliover. ' In. the words of; Do_au
Comber, ** it is a solemn promulgation of pardon by s com.
missioned porson, repeated whon the whole cougugnlon
confues their sins, wherein they are sssured .of forgivenoes,
if they ropent and beliove; and this is. fitted for a. mixed
company of good and bad men, where many hypocrites foign
repentance ; but this absolution gives no encouragement to
such ;. only it assures 8] that there is o parden, and shows
on what terma it 1nay be bad; so that to those who tmly do
ropent, it is presont remussion, to those that do not, it is.a
monitor that they may upont ; it comfom tho godly, . M
allows not the wicked 0 presume,. nor yet to dupaln .and
this being. pronounoed to all the peoplo. om'y one is to take
his portion.” . . Crnlt B

This conditional abso!nlion was opokou by 81. l‘om. .
the ponitent Jows, when he nid “ Ropont. md ln hpmod. '

every ons of you for the remission o] sins” [m L “4 e



