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THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY:
A 'SERMON,

DELIVERED IN THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF QUEBEGC,
AT THE TRIENNIAL VISITAMION OF THE RIGHT
REVEREND THE LORD BISHOP OF MONTREAL, ON
THE 2D JuLy, 1845,

BY THE

REV. JAMES REID,

RECTOR OF TRINITY CHURCH, STi ARMAND EAST,

Printed at the request of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop
of Montreal and'the Clergy of the Diocese of Quebec.

I Corinthians iif. 9.—* For we are labourers together
with God.”

o Brethren—The occeasion of our meeting together

1S.0ne of the greatest importance, both as it regards

Qurselves as ministers of the word, and also the Church

of God.

« We are assembled together for two reasons, first,
' receive instructions and godly advice from our be-
oved Diocesan, who has charge over us in the Lord,
‘Ming to the ancient and'venerable usages of the
urch; ‘and, secondly, as members of the “ Church
Clety,” to deliberate on measures for the general
8o0d.of religion in the Diocese, and “ to provoke one
another unso love and to good works.”
_ May we then feel as Cornelius felt, when, in the
Dame of his household, he said to the Apostle of Jesus
rist, “ Now, therefore, are we all here present before
od, to hear all things chat are commanded thee of
God.”
I eovld wish that the duty which T have to perform
ad devolved on another more capable of giving you
edification and satisfaction; but apologies and humble
Professions are now unavailing and a waste of time.
We are all “labourers together’” in the Church of
God, where the youngest here present, as well as the
oldest, have frequently spoken to their fellow-men on
Subjects that embrace the glory of God on earth, and
the interests of immortal souls, both in time and eter-
nity.  We ought therefore to keep it in mind, that
wherever we preach, it is pever without the most
solemn responsibility. If, then, peculiar circumstan-
tes, the place and the character of the audience, seem
0 make an occasion like this more difficult, especially
to a retired country clergyman, he ought to feel con-
fidence that he will not, in vain, claim the indulgence
of his brethren who have themselves, spoken before

%d-and man, and know what it is “by labours of
their own.

| us from the primitive ages of Christianity, by which

we know that we believe what the Apostles, and the
first fruits of their labours, believed ; that we worship
God as “the glorious company of the apostles and the
noble aruy of martyrs' worshipped, and gave “glory
to Fod the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end;”’ and that,; in so doing,
we hold .communion with the whole Church of God,
past, present, and ‘to come.  For it'is impossible to
conceive, of even the Church triumphant in heaven,
without believing that this beautiful bymu of praise,
or something that resembles it, shall form a portion of
the hallelujahs of “those who sing the song of Moses
and of the Lamb for ever and ever.

We are not only “labourers together,” in preaching
the faith which bringeth salvation,-but are also wor-
shippers of God as “ with one mind and one mouth,”
by the using of a prescribed form so pure, so holy, so
much conceived in the very spirit and language of
Scripture, that bat very seldom indeed does even
bigotry itself presume to allege that it is unscriptural;
only that it is a form, and does not allow the minister
the liberty of exercising his gifts of prayer. The pri-
mitive Christians worshipped “with one mind and one
mouth.”  This certainly was the mode of worship
when St. Paul wrote his Epistle to the Romans.  If
we then take the words “one mouth” as descriptive
of the manner of performing that worship, it will fol-
low, either that every worshipper was inspired, or that
there was a prescribed form known to all alike, before
it could have been possible for the smallest number of'
human beings, after we pass one, and have two or
three, or a multitude, to worship God according to
Apostolic practice. The objection to our mode of
worship, then, is its commendation, because otherwise
than as a “prescript form,” known to the congregation,
it would not be Scriptural nor Apostolic; for that
worship required ‘the audible exercise of the “one
mouth,” as much as that of the “mind,” in the many,
or congregation. ~ But the objection against our pre-
seribed forms lies against the Lord’s Prayer, which he
commanded his disciples to use, and against even his
own example, when, in one night, he prayed three
times in succession, saying the same words.  Now,
since this objection, unseemly and futile as it may be,
is deeply rooted in the minds of many people, in all
country places where we are called to labour, there is
the greater call upon us to perform this important

The text conveys the idea of agreement in_“the
faith which was once delivered to the saints,"—agree- |
ment.as well in the “labour” of propagating that faith, i
35 In the hope that our humble endeavours, though we |
are most unworthy scrvants, will be accepted of by our
€avenly Father, *not weighing our merits, but par-
oning our offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
‘ Labourers together with God.” T do not know
Whether it makes any real difference in the sense to
read “labourers together with or of God;" but as
the two words are in the original expressed by one, |
ang governing the name of our heavenly Father, in
t € case which implies possession, and mean not con-
Bexion with God as his fellow-labourers, but with one
‘"tfthcr as labourers of God, I prefer the latter mode,
whicl seems to have the recommendation of being
Wore suitable to any human character, however exalted,
2 be called a labourer or servant of God, than to be
SWssed with him as a fellow-labourer. . The. same
'ﬂﬁeolog_y oceurs in the second Epistle: “We then,
Workers together, beseech you also that ye reccive
t fli_e grace of God in vain.”
1s being the designation of the Christian minis-
:’;‘yhv::l?st ‘fan be more honourable than to be ministers
appoimm“ord and sacramenls?. Miuisters of his own
= < €nt, not thrust upon him by those who desire
o run” before they are “sent,” but “called of God,
s was Aaron,” to be his “labourers,”” his “ambag-
Sadors,”" and “stewards of the mysteries of God.”
But I need not take up your time by an attempt to
Prove the truth of our Episcopal order, and the suc-
Cession of the Episcopacy from the hands of the Apos-
tles down to the present time, because it is a doctrige
Which, as ministers of the Church of England, we pro-
fess to believe, and recognize no other mode as valid,
of entering into: the ministry of the Church, than that
of _the laying on of the hands of a regular Bishop,.—
his has been the doctrine of the Church in all ages;
Soucerning which the judicious Hooker challenged his
OPpouents to disprove by fact the universal prevalence
of Episcopacy from the time of the Apostles during
fourteen centuries.  “ We require you,” says he, “ to
ud out but one Church upon the face of the whole
earth that hath been ordered by your disciplive, or
ath not been ordered, that is to say, by Episcopal
regimen, since that the blessed Apostles were here
conversant.”  This challenge, the friends of Episco-

Pacy have never yet, by any answer it has received,
been obliged to recal.

As such ministers;

ag
no!

we enjoy the blessed privilege of

serving God in that great and venerable branch of the

Catholic Church of Christ known throughout the
world as the Church of England and Ireland, and the
honour is none the less, while the responsibility may
be greater, that we are called to represent that Chureh,
and to raise her time-honoured standard in a colony,
Having the same appointment and the same “la-
'our,”” one with another, under an Apostolic Bishop,
We have the same rule to go by, in the Holy Scrip-
tures, in' the articles of faith and forms of worship
Which we deliberately professed at our ordination to
AVe received as ministers of this Church. ¢ Holy
b Pture containeth all things necessary to salvation.”
in 'u Articles und Liturgy.scrve as guides”to.keep.us
P, € old paths, where is the good way, I"_Wh‘Ch
fathers walked, and also as tests by which all
CViations from Scripture, whether ‘in doctrines or in
Morals, may be discovered and corrected. Without

Such standards or articles of faith, we could not long
be “labourers together”

then, every one, havip
guide, would have “,
as snited the wayward fancy.
of the Gospel that its teac
Vested with authority to in
for himself, without being
Ormularies of doctrine; b
ot onour to the a.dmiflistration of human laws, ik
s“::"lage to mankmd. in society, on account ?f 1ts
ol tendency to constitute every man his own JUdse
Jury, to the subversion of all government ; 80 1t
i'::::rd add‘ no honour to the Gospel to have left its
S Pretation at the merey of every individual private
ﬂisl;g:iegt’ without th_e guidance of the Church, as f_'l"'
wiigt y her atgthonsed standards. Terms of union,
dispeen Obl' unwritten, exgressed or understood, are in-
Py ‘nsalle in .all asso.cmtions of mankind: {\0‘30'“
Chfis);,‘ all religious sf)cxeti'es, called denominations of
iy 1ans, have their articles of faith, expressed or
55, St(.)Od, and adhere to them as much as we d_° to
Sywhile they profess to have nothing but the Bible.
eelr‘v?ry profession debars them from the ine‘stima-
pritxﬁl;l.\(xlege of b.eing of the same communion with the
o, ll\e Catholic Church of Christ, because they un-
alue and reject the means of knowing how and in
sm::l‘:nse the_doctrines of the Apostles were under-
and i \:h received by those Yvho followed after them,
Ea BE manner the worship of God was performed.
the B.b;mma‘txo_ns, at their commencement, take up
Eforel € as if it had never been rightly underslo'od
il on the points by which they desire to be ‘.i“"
Buls.)hed, and then boldly proclaim that the Bible
one is their guide and rule.
His e, ?in the other hand, bless God, that, through
creegoo ness and mercy, we have, in the Church, the

Many call it the glory
hers are supposed to be in-
terpret the Bible, every one

i
1

1

|

ds and forms of worship that have come down to | fire, but “gold, silver, and precious stones.”

‘the fulness of Christ.”

| branch of our office in the best manner we can, in

order to convince gainsayers that it is after the man-
ner of the primitive Church ; that, though the prayers
are pre-composed, they are, nevertheless, the prayers
of our hearts and souls, no less than the prayers of our
“one mouth,” and infinitely all the better for being
pre-composed.  For, if they were not, the “one
mouth’ of the congregation could not be employed ;
and, if silent, except the voice of only one, saying
what the people cannot know till they hear it, where
is the worship of the congregation ?

For my own part, T do admire the “Divine service”
of the Church, not merely as a compositior. far above
my praise, but for its matter, variety, copiousness, and
its adaptedness to all circumstances and states of
God's holy Church and individual cases, because,
when we faithfully and devoutly use it, we have fel-
lowship not only with one another in the congregation,
but with all the Church throughout the whole Diocese,
nay, with the whole Church throughout the whole
world, on the same day, and, with but little variation,
at nearly the same hour. A voice, filling the earth
from the rising to the going down of the sun, ascends
from the assemblies of the saints, scattered on the
face of the earth, to the throne of heaven, saying,
“We praise thee, O God, we acknowledge thee to be
the Lord.  The holy Church throughout all the world
doth acknowledge thee.” In “unity of the spirit”
with one another,—from the South Sea Islands—from
the bitherto, till recently, almost impassable walls of
China—the vast regions of Hindostan—the wilds of
Africa—the very seat of the Prophet of ‘Mecca—the
Continent of America, south and north, as far as our
beloved Bishop went last season in search of the sheep
of Christ,—the same voice with that of our wmother
Church, in her ancient temples, ascends from millions
of Christian worshippers, pouring out the same words,
wafted to the throne of God as on angels’ wings,
saying, “Day by day we worship thee, and we mag-
nify thy vame, ever; world without end. Thou art
the King of glory, O Christ. Thou art the everlast-
ing Son of the Father. Thou sittest at the right hand
of God, in the glory of the Father. We believe that
thou shalt come to be our Judge.. O Lord, let thy
mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee.” With
these sublime acts of holy worship, and glowing words
thrilling on our lips, we feel that we enjoy the high
privilege of viewing ourselves, however unworthy, as a
portion of the holy Church throughout all the world,
animated by the same spirit, drinking out of the same
fountain of living water, so as to be united, however
remote from one another our habitations' may be, and
however diversified in character, language and colour
we may be, still we are united in the same holy doc-
trines, in the same glorifying of God, “with one mind
and ove mouth,”” saying, as a part of the whole, and
including the whole Church, “Our Father, which art
in heaven.”

Seeing that our privileges are so great, and cur
work so honourable, a vast obligation must rest upon
us to “endeavour to keep the unity of the spirit in the
bond of peace,” and, throngh Divine assistance—
never denied to those who faithfully pray for it—to
do all in our power, by word and example, to recom-
mend the Church and her Divine service to all, espe-
cially who have yet their religion to choose, as the ark
of salyation. We are “labourers together” for the
conversion of sinners—*for the perfection of the
saints,—for the work of the ministry,—for the edify-

in the same vineyard ; and | ing of the body of Christ; till we all come in the upity
o . . | .

¢ his own private judgment for | of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
psalm, or hym, or a doctrine,” | unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of

In this work of God, we
should be united as well in brotherly love as in the
faith; every one esteeming his brother as better than

estrained by any established ! himself; and o, ready to assist one another, and bear
ut, as such liberty could add |

one another’s burdens, as by the love of Christ we are
bound to do. In this Christian union of loye and
mutual affection, our prayers will ascend to the throne
of the Most High as one great cloud of holy “incense
from a pure offering, acceptable to God.”

As ministers of God's word in the Church of Eng-
land, we have a work; how unworthy soever we may
be, to perform. It is for this we are called “labourers
together of God.” That work is, by the Holy Ghost,
called “a good work.” To every minister, at his
ordination, the great Householder says, “Go ye also
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give
you.” We are then to labour in the vineyard, to cul-
tivate the ground, tend and nourish the plants. We
are called shepherds. As such our duty is to seek
for and gather in the sheep into the fold. We are
ambassadors, bearing terms of reconciliation and peace
to a sinful, guilty world, beseeching men in Christ’s
stead, ‘ Be yereconciled to God.” We are “stewards
of the mysteries of God,”” who has made us ““rulers
over his household, to give them their portion of meat
in due season.”” In other words, taken from Scrip-
ture, we are required "‘to shew ourselves approved
unto Grod, workmen that need not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth. We are builders
of “lively stones,”” building up *a spiritaal house’’
on the “chief corner-stone,”” which is Jesus Christ,
taking heed to our doctrine that it be not as “wood,
hay, and stubble,” materials that cannot stand trial by
We are

i .
| pastors and teachers, and therefore must be “apt to
| teach;” not merely qualified on the score of human
learning, but ready in the Scriptures, bringing out of
| their treasuries “ things new and old ;" willing and
| ready to feed the flock, as well at the bed-side of the
| sick as “in the great congregation' at stated times;
| “instant in season and out of season,”” when and
| wherever duty demands. In order to acquire this
readiness, it behoves us to follow the Apostle’s advice,
and “give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine; to meditate upon these things, to give our-
selves wholly to them, that our profiting may appear
toall.”” The very great importance of what we have
to teach, namely, the knowledge of God's word, and
the way in which a sinner may be saved, that the peo-
ple committed to our care may be instructed in *all
things which a Christian ought to know, and believe
to his soul's health,” requires of us to study the Scrip-
tures with diligence aud humble prayer; with a pure,
intense desire of knowing the will of God in truth,
that we may not, in any case, be “found false witnes-
ses of God,” or the cause of leading any soul into error,
either with respect to doctrine, or to a holy life; but,
on the contrary, be able humbly to say from a good
conscience, “ We are not as many which corrupt the
word of God, but as of sincerity, but as of God, speak
we in Christ; by manifestation of the truth, com-
mending ourselves to every man's conscience in the
 sight of God.” By following this part of Apostolic
 teaching, and at the same time “ walking in wisdom
 toward them that are without,” our speech being
- always with grace seasoned,” ‘we shall be more likely
| to leave ‘behind s, in all places where we happen to
| be, a savour of religion ; something to speak of and
reflect upon ; something that will lead the minds of
the hearers to think of God, of duty, and of a better
world; whereas if, at any time, we should not sustain
and exemplify in our conversation and deportment, the
character which all men look for in the ministers of
Christ, we shall leave an unfavourable impression, not
only prejudicial to ourselves, but also against the
Church.  They will pick out, after we leave them,
whatsoever was frivolous and unprofitable, make their
remarks, and then set us down as being no better than
we should be. Many of the duties which we have to
perform are not always the most agreeable, either to
ourselves or to the parties that may be concerned, and
therefore we need all the support and weight that can
be derived from a consistent character, in order to ob-
tain a patient hearing. We have to warn them that
are unruly, to reprove the transgressor, to admonish
the disobedient and the negligent, as well as to com-’
fort those that mourn, and to encourage the weak.—
We have to be patient toward all men, “in meekuess
instructing those that oppose themselves ; if God per-
adventure will give them repentance to the acknow-
ledging of the truth.” We have to bear with the in-.
firmities of the weak, giving them line upon line, and
time to understand; besides, as our Saviour did, we
have frequently to endure the reproaches and contra-
dictions of sinners, looking for rest and peace beyond
the grave, in the world which is to come.

In the performance of all these arduous and respon-
sible duties, we are not to expect, my brethren, that
their course will always run placid and smooth.  ‘There
never was anything great to be accomplished or to be
obtained, without having to encounter and overcome
difficulties.  Opposition to the Gospel is to be ex-
pected, in all situations, and under all circumstances,
as long as the carnal miud is found to be enmiity against
God, and that will be till sin is destroyed, Satan over-
thrown, and all the redeemed of the Lord saved with
an everlasting salvation,

But passing over the general opposition that comes
from the carnal mind, there are certain difficulties pe-
culiar to the station which we occupy. We are placed
in a colony where the people are very far from being
of one mind on the subject of religion, and where the
doctrines and usages of our Church have hardly formed
any part of the education of the people; and from the
provision made by law for the support and maintenance
of common schools, still less is to be expected. We
have, however, cause of thanksgiving to Almighty God,
that we have not been altogether left to labour in vain,
or to lay out our strength for nought, as the difference
~between the present number of ministers, congrega-
tions and communicants, and what they were thirty
years ago, will abundantly shew. We had at that tin'le
only seven or eight clergymen in this Province, still
fewer in the upper, but now, like Jacob returning from
Padan-aram, we have increased iuto two great bands.
We are divided into two Dioceses, with a Bishop pre-
siding over each, and I believe more than 160 or 170
clergymen.  Our present assembly shews that much
ground has been gained, as almost every clergyman
lias one or two congregations, besides the Church at
Which he resides.  But at every step, we have had to
contend for some part of the faith and order of the
Church.  The ground was pre-occupied, not by a set-
tled ministry of any kind, but by a variety of preach-
ers, coming and going occasionally, and all of them,
Wore or less, to the utmost of their power, instilling
prejudices and hatred into the minds of the people
against the Church of England, by stigmatizing he:r
holy Liturgy as a cold, lifeless form, without the Spi-
rit; and her teaching as a mere system of cold mo-
rality, without spiritual religion. Such of the pe(_)ple
as were “religiously disposed,’” were taught to believe
that no spiritual food for the nourishment of God's
children, was to be had from the ministrations of the
Chuorch of England. But wherever the Church has
been fairly exhibited as “the pillar and ground of the
truth,”” and her teaching followed by those who pro-
fess to_be her friends, a great deal of prejudice has
passed away, on seeing that we may be in earnest, and
pray fervently from the heart, notwithstanding our
precomposed forms, and also be “in charity with all
men,” though we cannot amalgamate with those whom
we conscientiously believe to have no valid orders.
The late venerable Lord Bishop of Quebec, (a name
ever dear to all Churchmen that knew him,) when one
of the first missionaries of the Society in the Eastern
Towaships, did much, by his most exemplary life and
apostolic Jabours, to remove prejudices against the
Church as a body without the spirit.  Still we have
our difficulties,

"he excitements commonly called revivals, to which
the country parts, in particular, are subject, are not
fﬂvourable to the Church. In these revivals the aim
18 10 get what they call religion at once. This idea
?f religion disparages the regular course of Christian
Instruction and pastoral care, pursued by the Church,
and substitates instead, periodical excitemnents, con-

concluded that no more converts can be made. We
have had mang of them within my time; but one of
them ip particular, within the last few years, was re-
markable for jts re-production of the scenes and ex-
{ravagances that were exhibited in the ninth century.
1t was carried on by leaders who boldly asserted that
they knew to a day what the angels of heaven did not
kuow when our Saviour tabernacled among men;—
what God and his well-beloved Son did not reveal :
and, Pouring out their visions, and interpretations, and
caleulations, like a swelling flood, many were carried
away for a time by the stream. The time announced
for the end of the world, and for the Judge of all the
earth to come in the clouds, and to sit on his throne,
came and passed away, in the year 1843, and left on
them the mark of false prophets. In many cases,
reason was overthrown; the holy Scriptures were de-
clared to pe false, if their interpretations and calcula-
tions should not be found verified by the event. True
it 18, that ignorance will rush, where the highest intel-
lect, and even angels, would scarcely dare to approach.

From such excitements we have no good to expect,
but, on the coutrary, a subversion of the faith and
corruption of morals.

Even where prejudice is not peculiarly. strong, we
have to sontend with a worldly spirit of indifference.
Many will sit down in-perfect ease and tell us that
they belng to no religion. - Though they acknowledge
that religion is a very good thing, they cannot, how-
ever, be persuaded ‘to embrace and obeyit. They
reverse the golden precept of our Lord, to “seck first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness,”” by be~
Stowing their first and chief* care on the things of this
world, under the delusion that when they have enough
for the body, they shall have time and inclination for
religion,  Our progress, however, though slow, is on-
ward and sure. We labour as the servauts of God in
his work; and being his labourers, it is our duty to
be faithful, and to persevere.. We have his prowise
for our encouragement, *“Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world."”

The second temple was built “in troublous times,”
but, nevertheless, though the labourers had to work
on the walls weapon in hand, the building advanced.
Our dificulties are' not to be compared with those
frequently encountered and overcome by the most of

God’s servants in every past age; nor with those of |

our brethren now among the heathen, who "h‘a'vg to
learn strange tongues before they can do any thing,
and where they have to contend with idolatry in every

form, and against the deeply rooted prejudices of long

ages of darkness and superstition. Here, we have
only to contend with the carnal mind, which, in all

ducted by wandering stars, who disappear when it is |

places, is enmity against God, but here, in a state of
civilization, and restrained by wholesome laws.  But
let us take courage. Greateris he that is with us
than all that can be against us. :

As part of our work as “labourers of God," it is
our privilege, as well as duty, to labour for the increase
and prosperity of the ““‘Church Society.””  We are
called upon to labour in this by the godly exhortations
of our Bishop, and by the necessities of our Church.
If we cheerfully obey, our Society may, at no long pe-
riod, produce effects somewhat similar to those -pro-
duced by the proclamation of Moses, in opening the
hearts and hands of the children of Israel, to pour into
the treasury of the Lord their silver and their gold,
their jewels and their precious stones. Together with
their rich contributions, the people and the skilful
workmen among them contributed of their skill and
laboar to the building and adornment of the tabernacle.

From the commencement of our establishment in
this colony, we have been indebted to the fostering
and benevolent care of the venerable Societies of our
mother Church, for our missionaries and Church books,
but now, when we are somewhat grown to maturity,’
the least return we can' makeis to try to help our-
selves, in Proportion to our means, and relieve them.
"Fo remain any longer wholly dependent on their boun-
tyis neither honourable nor just. By laying the claims
of our Society before our people, we are so far from
being thought to lay upon them an unreasonable bur-
den, that, on' the contrary; we are doing them sub-
stantial good. We are trying to make them, as they
ought to be, labourers in thé vineyard of God.

Our beginning may, perhaps, be thought small, but
so is every beginning; and we should not despise “the
day of small things.”” The Gospel itself was in the
beginning as “a handful of corn in the earth, upon the
top of the mountains,”” but the fruit thereof grew till
it waved in the breeze like the tall cedars of Lebanon.
If then the blessing of God come down and rest upon

| s SRR
Lord’s: pasture, and that none of them perish for lack
of knowledge and warning through our negligence.
If we are “ stewards of the mysteries of God,” we must
ever keep it in mind that *“it is required of stewards
that a man be found faithful.” If we are the ambas-
sadors of Christ, we must take heed to our doctrine,
| that we hold not out terms of peace and recanciliation
to sinners which God will refuse to ratify and confirm.
This would be to build ,up.wood, hay, and stubble,
In ove word, we must not do the work of the Lord
deceitfully, but in simplicity and godly sincerity. ;
To the faithful servant the greatest encouragements
are held forth. “Well doue, thou good and faithful
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”, The
promises of God are syre. If we faint not, we shall
reap in joy. . “ Let him know, that he which convert-
eth asinner from the error of his way, shall save a
soul from death, and shall hide a wultitude of sins.”
“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament ;. and they that turn mang to right-
eousness, as the stars for ever and ever,” These
promises will be fulfilled to the faithful minister of
Christ, while the unfaithful and * unprofitable servaut

shall be cast into outer darkness.”

THE SECRET OF CHURCH UNITY.
: (Lrom the True Catholie. )

[Wuors Numses, CCCCXXXIIL

livings—the increased comfort: of its Curates—the
ditions to its Church services—the improvement of its.
parsonage-houses—the .Feparation of its sacred fabries,
and the restoration of its Cathedral—are still fresh in.
the re‘e'dlleﬁuoh of the] public, and will hand down to
posterity the name of Bishop Law.

us,eﬁ‘ﬂ: ngda!ea of that Di«‘»ces%.‘ PR 28R Of' 9. gt

His Lordship made a very decided stand in the House
of Lords against the granting of the Roman Catholic
Claims, und he entered on the Jjournals of ‘the House a
protest against the Relief Bij), :

Tue Exeren EPIscoPAL Parace.—We have authority
to say thut the statement in our paper on Thursday lust
that ‘the Eeelesiastical Commissiiners have resolved to
appropriate £3000 towards the restoration of the Exeter
Episcopal Palacé’ is unfounded.—The Commissioners
have merely given their sanction (as the statute requires,)
to.such, an application. of £3000 of movies in the public

funds.— Western Luminary.
‘This very 'ancient ecclesiastical

BovLpre’ Cn;ncn. =

fabric is the only one now remaining which was s

by William the Con?ueror when he d%spoliat‘ed Lhirt;%::'
mothier churehes to lay down a forest (now known as the
New Forest, in Hampshire),” for the harbour of wild'
heasts, so great was the ardour entertained for the chase
by the crowned heads in those early times of Englisﬁ"
history. The structure of the above pile is square and
exceedingly rude, and is evidently of Saxon origin, and

mast have been built, from what may be gathered from

*“Doomsday Book,” somewhere about the reign of Fd-

ward the Confessor. It is so completely enveloped in
sylvan scenery, thita person cannot discern it until ‘liél'

The only remédy ‘against continual divisions about
every trivial difference of doctrine is the necessity of
continuing the same organization; the same we say
in the strict sense of the word idem not siméle. Any
such necessity is absurd, unless the organization be
Divinely appointed, in other words, unless it be Apos-
tolic; and then its succession ‘will be an ‘Apostolic
succession.  With such a safeguard, a Church can af-
ford to tolerate within her pale very wide differences of
opinion, and thus give room for development ; which, if
they be true developments, she may ultimately adopt,
if false, they will come to nothing. In the meantime
they are sheltered under her wide permission ; indi-
viduals dispute about them without ever thinking of
leaving the Church, and no new sect arises.” Phis is |
the secret that preserves the communion to which we
belong ; mien ‘dare not leave the successors of the
Apostles on slight grounds; all around us sects are
split, new sects are formed, the old organizations are
divided, imitated or improved ; in the meantime we
are disputing vehemently ; our neighbours who do not
understand our principles, announce that we are on
the point of a split; but it never ‘comes, and never
will come, * The secret is; that though our organiza-
tion may beimitated, yet its Divine institution cannot ;
hor can it be divided, because every where it concen-
trates in a single individual, whose place cannot be
supplied daring his life without violating the principle
of unity in the succession. Surely such principles as
these are of ‘no little value in an age of ‘which Dr.
Schaf truly and wisely tells us:

*“The most dangerous foe with which 'we are called
to contend, is again not the Church of Rome but the
sect-plague in our own midst; not the single pope
of the city of seven hills, but the numbetless popes,
German, English, and American; who fiin ¢nslave
Protestarits- once more to human authority, not as
embodied in the Church indeed, bat as holding in the
form of ‘mere private judgment and private will.—
What we need to oppose to these, is not our formal
])!iUCiple; for they all appeal themselves to the Bible,
though without right, but the power of history and
the idea of the Church, as the pillar and ground of

us, so as to inspire us with wisdom, prudence, unani-
mity and christiaw zeal to persevere, until we ‘enlist in
the service the members and friends of the Chareh
generally, in our parishes and missions throughout the
Diocese, we shall draw into the treasury of the Lord
an amount of means capable, by good management, of
doing much good, and leave the people none the poorer.
The sjlyer and the gold, and “the cattle upon a thou-
sand hills," are the Lord’s. - The people are only his
Stewards; but from long neglect, they have need of
being taught that it is their duty to “ honour the Lord
With their substance, and with the first-fruits of all
their jpcrease.”” The Societyis well caleulated to
teach them that the great Author of their being, and
the bhoyntiful Giver of their silver and gold,—their
houseg and their lands,—their herds and their flocks,
€Xpects, nay commands, that the first of their yearly
increase, or profits, shall be-devoted to His service.
Nor ig this a hardship; for the command is accompa-
nied with this gracious promise, “so shall thy barns'
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out
With pew wine.” ' The hardship, then, is not in the
giving of a part of onr substance, but in the withhold-
ing, because it deprives us of the benefits of God's
Promige, ‘Asno’ other means were provided for the
frection of the tabernacle in the wilderness, but the
free-will offerings of the people, so no other temporal
Meang are provided by the Almighty for the propaga-
tion of the (vospel; and the maintenance of his Church,

ut what comes from the same source. Asg long then
a8 we do not call upon our people to honour the Lord
With (heir substance, so long do we wink at their sin
of omigsion. This consideration should have its full
Weight on our minds, in our parochial ministrations,
The pore we get them engaged, the more will they
and we become united in love as “labourers together
of God,” in our different lines of service. They will’
feel yore liberal, and far better disposed, when they

0d that they have something to do. Formerly, they
8tooq gloof because they were ueither called nor em-
Ployeq, and rather than do nothing, many of them
8ave to the dissenters what would ‘have come to their
OwWn Church, had they been asked. But now the case
18 different. ~ An opportunity is offered by this Society
for al| (o exercise their liberality in support of their
own Church. ;

As it is not very likely that any thing will come
from g public source to create endowments, or a fund
t0 produce permanent annual support for the Clergy
of the Church, the opportunity presented by the So-
cletys as an incorporated body, should be embraced by
individuals whom God has blessed with wealth, and
more lands thay they can use or make profitable, to
dedicate ‘a paiy of their abundance to the Church
which they frequent in their own localities, as a per-
_Pe“"‘.l endowment for the maintenance of that Church
in whic they and their families meet to worship God.
Many of the apcient endowments of Churches in our
father-land were made in this way; and to them, un-
der God, j¢ iq owing that every thing ancient and ve-
nerable is ;o0 changed with the 'changes of unstable,
reﬂt]fss men.  All of us should feel deeply interested
in this Society. If worked aright, in the spirit of mu-
tll_“l love and forbearance, and co-operating zeal, it
will be the meang of doing miuch good: It wilkin-
creasé and create the means of' supporting the Church,
It will make ug who are scattered over the face of an
extensive country better acquainted with one another,
and l'kewise, it is to be hoped, more united in love
and z’*ﬁ'ectiou, as we are by a profession of the same
faith, and the yse of the same Divine Service in our
worship. W shall be led to esteem and love one
another the more, when, as it must happen among so
many, We see the labours of those who excel, and thus,
the zeal of some “ will provoke very many.”

0 every view we can take of our office, my breth-
ren, 28 labourers of ‘God in His Church, we must be
deeply affected with a sense of the great responsibility
which it involves, To that God whose labourers we
profess to be, we must, one day, render an account of
our Works, If we are labourers, we are bound by the
most solemp obligations to be diligent and faithful, as

workmen that need not be ashamed. If we are shep-
herds, we must be careful to lead the flock of our

the truth, the mother of all believers, with da¢ subor-
| dination always to the written Word. Tn this ¢ontro-
| versy we may be said rather to have the Roman
Church, in a certain sense, on our side; though we*
may never employ against sects the same carnal
weapons, and propose not for ourselves such unity as
is offered to us from her hand.  For this in the end
is an outward sameness only, in which the divinely or-
dained prerogatives of the individual subject are dis-
regarded and trampled under foot, and’ all opposition
as it rises from time to time, is either covered with a
hypocritical mask, or kept down by the strong hand
of power. Hence accordingly when it comes to full
strength, and can no longer be représsed, its violence
proves vastly more destructive than it would be in
connexion with Protestantism; as we see strikingly
illustrated in the case of the French Revolution.—
We ought never ‘to forget however, that Romanism
has already drawn, and continues to draw still; its
principal advantage from the pseudo-protestant sect
system, as well as from Rationalism. Its recent show
of new life and power finds here precisely its proper
explanation, Continually its laugh of malicious tri-
umpli is €oing up, in view of our cancerous affection,
If then we would contend successfully with Roman-
ism, we must first labour to put away from ourselves

the oceasions, that now lay us open so broadly to its
attacks.” ;
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BATH AND WeLLs—THE LATE Bisnor Law.—The
deceased Prelate was descended from a family which had
long been settied at Askham, in the county of Westmore-
land. His father, Edmund Law, Bishop of Carlisle,
mal'ﬂj?d M_ﬂl‘y, the daughter of Mr. John Christian, of
Unerigg, in the county of Cumberland, by Bridget,
daughter of Mr. Humphrey Senhouse, of Ellenborough.
Through his maternal grandmother, therefore, the de-
ceased den.\'ed his descent from a very ancient family.
The late BISh()p of Carlisle had seven sons, the eidest of
whom  bécame Bishop‘ of Clonfert, and afterwards of
Elphin, (o that our Jate Diocesan wasmot only a Bishop
himself, but the son of a Bishop, and the brother of one);
the third was raised to the dignity of Chief Justice, and
created Lord Ellenborough ; while the seventh was George
Henry, whse recent death gives oceasion to the present
notice. ' He was born on the 12th' of September, 1761,
at Peterhouse Lodge, Cambridge, of which college his
father was then master.

He received the rudiments of his education at the
school of the Rev. John King, at Ipswich, and thence
wasremoved, when thirteen years old, to the Charter
House, under Br, Berdmore.  In the year 1777, he was
adwitted at Queen’s College, Cambridge, being a private
pupil of Isaac Milner, afterwards President of that col-
lege, and Dean of Carlisle. His degree of B. A., in 1761,
was associated with the honours of second wrangler and
first medalist. He was for three years Fellow of aueen's.
In 1784, he proceeded to M. A., and on the 13th of July,
in that year, was united to Jane, the eldest daughter of
Geueral Adeane, M. P. for the county of Cambridge,
wheg he quitted ‘the University. By ‘this marriage he
had issue—James Thomas, in holy orders, Chancellor of
the Diocese of Lichfield and Coventry, Master of St.
John'’s Hospital, Lichfield, and for some time. Special
Cﬂmmissary for this diocese; Henry, in holy orders,
Chancellor’and Archdeacon of Wells, and formerly Rec-
tor of this city; Robert Vanbrugh, Prebendary of Ches-
ter and Wells; Ann Joanna, wife of Alexander Powell,
Esq., of Hurdeott House, Wilts Jane, wife of the Rev.
Robert Harkness; and Margaret besides George, born in
1794, who died iu 1811; and Augusta, who was married
In 1812 to the Rev. James Slade, and died in 1822,

In 1785, Mr. Law was collated by his father to a Pre-
bend in the Cathedral Chureh of Carlisle, and afterwards,
but a few days before his death, was presented by him
to the Vicarage of Torpenhow, in the county of Cum-
berland, 1 ;

In the year 1791, Mr. Law was promoted by the Hon.
James Yorke, Bishop of Ely, to the Rectory of Kelshall,
Herts; there he resided for cleven years, and was after-
wards presented by the same patron to the Reetory of
Willingham, in Cambridgeshire, upon which oceasion he
took the degree of D. D.,and published the sermon which
Was preached by him at St, Mary’s at the com mencement,

But a more exalted station in the Chureh, and one
affording a wider field for action than a parochial cure,
awaited%n Law ; and in the year 1812, entirely unlooked
for, and unsolicited by himself, the Bishoprie of Chester
was, though probahly through the influence of the late
Lprd Ellenborough, then Lord Chief J ustice, offered to
him by the late Earl of Liverpool, the then Premier.

For twelve years his Lordship presided at Chester.
| The benefits which the diocese received from Dr. Law

is close upon the building. It possesses but one crazed
¢h tradition would eause us to belivve is almost’
coeval with the charch itself, and which was used asa
curfew bellin the early feudal times. In the church-
yard of Boldre rest the remains of the late venerable and
pious Rev. William Gilpin, the admired author of “ Fo-
rest Scenery,” and other interesting and entertaining vo-
lumes, with the proceeds of the sale of which he estab-
lished and endowed. for ever, in the parish of Boldre, of
which he was a vicar fora lenthened term of years, a
chariiy sehool for the reception of twenty poor boys and
twenty poor girls born in the parish aforesaid; enjoining
under his last will that the same might be insuructed how
to read and to write, and the girls to sew and to knit;
also that the same might be made useful members of so-
ciety. “Charity never faileth!” for, as whilst living he
was a pattern of that inestimable virtue, so by it, he * be-
ing dead, yet speaketh.” Itisa goodly and delightful:
sight to behold the modern fruifs of the onece Vicar of
Boldre. There is one solitary feature connected with the
c_hurcl') In question which may. be deemed worthy of no- -
tice—it is this, viz,, that a gentleman of the name of Wors-
ley, who resided many years in the village, left, under
his last will, a small stipend for ever, for the use of the
incumbent of Boldre, for the time heing, conditionally,
to the extent (hat the said vicar should deliver or cause
to be delivered in the parish church of Boldre on every
tenth day of June in every year a sermon to commemo-
rate his (Mr. Worsley’s) narrow escape from the clutches
of a lion whilst that ‘gentleman was travelling in South-
ern Africa. Buta very few years back, Hordle Church,
which was another of ihe churches spared by the Con.
queror, was standing, but the innovations of the sea upon
the cliff upon which it was situated tended to undermine
the foundations of the edifice, so thag it was, of necessity,
abandoned to the tides. o e

TrE MoNk-HOLES oF ST. ALBANS.—( From a Corres-
pondent.)—Some forty years ago, when the writer of this
was a little boy at the Abbey School, St. Alban’s, himself
and a chosen few of his play-fellows, moved by a juve-
nile Spirit of vertu, wonld eccasionall y amuse themselves
by repairing to the Abbey orchard, which was situated
hard by, and having furnished-themselves with-a small
bull’s eye lantern_ similar to such. as is vsed by the me-
tropolitan P"llie, they would, likela family of ferrets, in-
sinuate themselves into these subterraneous adytus, wiih
a view to discover to what terminus the same might ulti-
mately lead.; ; At the periodiabove alluded to, the mouths
of these concealed viaduets were large enough to admit of
a lad about ten yeaps of age upon his hands and knees, but
at the distance of from fourteen to fifteen feet up these ca-
verns the arc.h of the fabric appears to have fallen in,
and a congeries of bricks, stones, and decayed mortar
completely obstructed a passage onward, and rendered
these obscure and mysterious paths impervious and im-
passable. Mupy have been the conjectures entertained
fiom time {o time as to the original intent and meaning
of these occult nasses. Some persons surmised that they
were constructed to communicate between the Abbey of
St, Albans and the nunnery of Sopwell, which lies about
half a mile away from the latter. Others again imagined
that these burrows might have been conductors to the
river' Ver, in which the monks were wont to perform
their  ablutions.  Others again ascribed them as baving
been applicable to baser purposes, pronouncing them as
drains laid down to. carry off the superflnous water at-
tendant upon the culingry conditions of the refectory.—
Be this as it may, the monk holes ave still in being, al-
though the purposes for which they were originally de-
signed is absorbed in as deep a mystery as ever. Never-
theless, forty years have wrought a visible change in
their former aspect and appearance; for, instead of being «
open, as they were aforetime, the ovifices to these chan-
nels ave now nearly choked up. insomuch so, that a mod-
erate sized dog would with difficulty force his way into
them; independently of which, they are so enshrouded
in brambles, nettles and other weeds, that they arenearly
bidden. At the period of (e dissolution of monasteries,
although the Abbey of St. Albans was wealthily endow-
ed, yetit is passing. strange that no amercial proceeds
(comparatively considering) were netted from the frater-
nity of the religions order belonging to it by the avari-
cious taxers of that time;  and from that circumstance it
is still, and bas been for sonie centuries past, eontinued
to be believed that immense wedlth lies concealed in’
some part of the sacreq premises. - Now as these vaulted -
viaducts must have termini, which latter have never as
yet been ‘discovered, nor he labyrinths themselves ex-
plored; it would be indulging the keen appetite of phil-
osoply gratefully were the Corporation of the borough
of St. Albans to.cause these recondite chambers to be
laid open the whole of the way to the. Abbey, 40 which
they have acircuitous bearing, and by such means ascer-
tain the actual focus from which they aberrate. The
experiment would be attended with buta trifling expense,
while the result of the inquivy might possibly prove an
argenune,.lf not an aurate one. y the bye, there is a
very paftlgular Square black stone laid down in the
northern wing of the Abbey immediately under the very
old picture representing the decollation of the British
proto-martyt, 8t, Alban, to whom the churéh in question
was dedicated, which stone, when struck is attended 'as.
to the result with a powerfyl repercussive course of echos
throughout the whole of the building. . This.slab would
seem 10 be the keystone to some secrot chamber beneath,
and would very probably, if removed, expose to view a

direct communication with the monk-holes under consid- -
eration.— Morning Post,

Banystey.—FEdward Newman,
given thie site for the proposed
be erected in that town, S y

TONKWEARMOUTH, Durmam.—The munificent sum
of £200 has been presented by George Hudson,
M. P., to the fund for
trict. :

Rocrarster CATHEDRAL— This cathedral is
undergoing extensive repairs. The
been stained, and the side aisles have been newly roofed.
The increased darkness of the roof; (the effect of stainin )
will throw out to a greater degree than' formerly, tge
magnificent Norman avchitecture of this part of the -
Cathedral; the massive columns and arches of whichy
supporting an elegant ambulatory, are unequalled in an-
tiquity by those of any other Cathedral in England, “‘ﬁe
nave and western transept ave also being re-paved with
stone; the old red tiles, which were so great a disfigure«
ment, having been taken up;  The choirtoo, which is an
excellent specimen of pure early English Architeciure,
(built in the 13ih century) is undergoing great im];n-ove-
ments.— Correspondent of the Times.

Pripe oF MoberN CHURCH A GITATORS.—
evidences and sigus set down to prove a hi

Esq, of Barnsley, has
new. Church shortly to .

building a new church in. thisEc:;ll:‘ '

at present
roof of the nave has

“These are

T 4 h mind: see
and search into yourselves, whether you find them or no,
There is yet of this feather avother kind of exa}lti;;g :

ourselves above that we ought, much to be camplain

of in those days. St. Paul calleth it “q su'gﬁ{:ing:‘}
ourselves beyond measure.” Thus if a man be attained
to any high skill inlaw, which is the gift of God: or if
a maun be grown wise, and experiénced well in the affairs
of this world, which is also his good blessing; presently
by virtue of this they take themselves to be so qualified
as they be able to overrule our matters in divinity, able
to preseribe Bishops how to govern and divines how to
preach; 80 to determine our case as if they were pro-
fessed with us; and that, many times affirming things they
know not, and censuring things they haye hLittle skill of.
Now SeEing we tuke not upon us to deal in cases of your
law, or'in matters of your trade, we take this is a stretch-
ing beyond your line:.that in so doing you are a people
that control the priest; that you are too high when you
set yourselves over them that “ are over you.in the Lord,”
and that this is no part of that sober wisdom which St.
Paul commindeth to you, but of that cap-shotten wisdom
which he there condemneth.  Which breaking compass
and: outreaching is, no doubt, the cause of these lament-
able rents and ruptures in the Lord’s net in-our days,
For ¢ only_ by pride cometh contention,” saith the wise
man.  Which point T wish might be l6oke upon and

| during his Incumbency—the augmentation of its small

amended :—sure it will mar all in the end.”— Bishop
Andrewes.




