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CARD MONEY 0F CANADA.

(Frout Herio(.s Travc/s.)

13BOUT the year 1700, the Tride of Canada was
in a vcry languisbing condition, whicli was to a
grcat extcnt causcd by thc frcqucnt altcrations
ivalg.ch took placc ini the mcdium of Exchange.

The Il Company of thc West Indics" (to wlîon thc Frcnch
Islands had bccn concedcd) %vas pcrmitted to circulate thecir
small coin to the arnount of îoo,ooofralcs, but thc use of
this coin wvas prohibitcd in any othcr country. Owing to
the want or spccic iii Canada, a dcce was publislhcd. allow-
ing this, and ail other Frcnchi coins to bc uscd, on augmen-
tation of the value, onc-fourth. At this pcriod the Iimadant
of Canada cxpericnccd great troublc, not only in payaient
of troops, but othcr cxpcnscs. On the first of January, it
was nccessary to pay the officers and soldiers, and the funds
rcmittcd for that purpose, fromi France, gencrally arrived too
late. To obviate this niost urgent difficulty, tlîc Iwidaw,
with the sanction of the Council, issued notes, instcad of mo-
ney, always obscrving tlîc increase in value of the coin. A
proces-verbal was passcd, and by virtue of an ordinaice of
the Governor Gcneral, and Intendant, thec %vas stampcd on
each piece of this papcr moncy (which w~as a card), its value,
the signature of the Treasurer, an impression of the arms of
France and (on scaling-wax> those of the Govcrnor and In-
tendant. These were aftcrwards imprinted in jFrance, with
the sanie, impressions as the current money of the Kingdom,
and it wvas decrecd that before the arrivai in Canada, of the
vressels from France, a peculiar mark should be addcd, to
prevent: the introduction of counterfiets.

IlThis species of money did flot long remain in circulation
and new cards wvcre issued, on which new impressions were
rPigraved, those under the value of four livresr were dis-
tinguished by a particular mark made by the Inteizdau', while


