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faaks down into it, it c1rncs down wnh
it a great part of the hzat, which by that
means defcends il dccpcr.

Thg"mafs of the carta, to the depth por-
haps bf thirty feet, bing thus heated to a
certain degree, continues to retain its heat
for fome time.  Thus the Arft fnows that

fall in the beginning of winter, feldom lic

long on the furface, butare foon melted,
and foon abforbed. After which, thc
winds that blow over the country an wlncn
the fnow had fallen, are not rendered fo
¢old as they would have been by thofe
fnows, if they had remained, and thus the
approach of the feverity of winter is re.
farded, and the extreme degree of its cold
is not always at the time we might expect
it. viz. when the funis at its greateq dif-
tance and the day thorte(l, bur fome time
after that peried,, according tothe Fnrlith
preverd, which fays, * as the day leneth.
ens, the cold firengthens : “i ke caufes of
refrigeration continuing o operaty, whils
the funTeturns too flowly, and his force
continues tao weak to contrat them,
During feveral of the fummer months of
the year 1783, when the effect of the fun's
rays to heat the earth in thefe northern
. regions fliould have been greateft, chere
exifted x conftant fog over all Europe, and
great part of Nerth-America. “Vhis fog
. was of a permanent nature; it was dry,
and the rays of the fun feemed to have
Ittle effcét towards a'imp.ninw ity as they
cafily do a moifl fog, arrfing trom water.
““They were indeed rendered fo {aintin paf.
fing through it, that when colledled in the
focus of a burming-glafs, they would fe-rce
kindle brown paper, of courfe their fumn.

/Inem’om of ?obn Erneft Bmm.

mer effe@ in heating the earth was X
cecdingly diminifhed.

"Hence the furface was carly frozcn
hence the firlt fnolvs cemained on it un.
melted,
Hencé the air was more chilled,  and the
winds.moic feverely cold,

Hence pechaps the winter of 17834,
was more (evere than any that had hap.
pened for many years.

The caufe of this univerfal fog is not
“yet afcertained

whetherit wag adventiti.
cus to this carth, and merely a (moke, pro-
ceeding from the confumption by fire of
fome of thofe burning balls or globes wHigh
we happen to meet with in our rapid courle

round the fun, and which are fometimes

feen'to kindle and be deftroyed in p:afling
our atmefphere, and whofe fmoke might
ke attracted and retained by our earth:
cr -whether it was the vaft quantity of
fimoke, long continuing to iffue during the
fummer, {rom Hecla in Jceland, andthat
other volcano, v hich fmoke might be fpread
by vatious winds over the noithern part
of the world, is ytt uncertain,

It fcems, however, worth the enquiry,
avhether other hard winters, recerded in
hifiury, were preceded by fimilar perma-
nent and widely extended {ummier fogs,
Becaule if tound to be {0, inen might from
fuch fogs conjcfture the’ probability of 2
fucceeding hard winter, and of the damage

‘to be cxpcﬂcd by the breaking up of frozen

rivers, in the {pring, and take fuch mea.
fures as are poflible and pra&icable, to fe.
cure themfelves and effcéts from Lhc mif-

chicfs which attended the laft,

Ab‘ECDOT}:S of the unparalieled VICISSITUDES in the LIFE 2ad REIGN of JOUN
) ‘ ERNLSY LU\U\, the Jat DUKE of COURLAND.

[Fran Cixe's xra-vn’,.]

‘OHUN ERNEST BIRON was defcended
\J’ from a farnily of mean extraction. His
pravdiather, whofr . name was Bdren, of

Bicren, was head groom to James 1he’
and obtained.
from hiv mafter the prefent of a finall

‘Flird, Duke of Courlard,

etiate’ in land, His fon xccompznied
Prince Alexnander, )oungcﬂ fen of*the
Dth. of Courland; in a campa)g-nxto
Huug'uy againft the Tuiks, in guality of

groom of bis horfe, and with the 1ank of -

licutenant, © Prince Alexander being kil-
© 1id before Buda, in 1656, Biron returnced
. into Cuvtland,
l“-numan to (t‘c Dulte.

and was 2ppeinted muller-’

_Ernefl’ John, his fecond foﬁ,' was born

in 16%, reccived the early part of his edu-

-~ eatlén in Lourland, and was fent 1o the -
Univerfity of Konigfberghin Pruffia, where ©
be continved until fome youthfulimpru-

dencies comptl.cd him to retire.
in 1714, ke made his appearance at St.
Peterfburgh, and {olicited the place cf
page o the princels Chatlotte, wife of the
‘Trarovitch Alexey; but bcmg contemp-

tucuily sujefizd as-a perfon of mean ex-.
trueticn, retired to Mittap, and,chanced:
toingratiate hm*fd( with Count Beituchef, .
" malter uf the houfhold to Anne widow of |
. FredoricrWilitam Duke of Lourlan

e p(‘:‘cd

d, wh 0'5,;

and received continual additions, .



