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CHAPTER XVII.
AN OLD PROMISE.

After a disquiet sud uneasy niglit, lisunted
'iti Cassandra-like vieions of eoming trouble,
I arase, auxieus sud nerveus. IlAmn1Igoing te
kili tise girl? Wsit tii see'vas elgiteen?" I
Wliat could tises. 'verde meanse«cept eue thingt
To conneet Celia, even in thoieglt, 'vitis thie
sinootis and cynical, .ld German 'vas 'vrse titan
any union of May sud Decemàber. Innocence
sud trust; belief in higis aime and pure motives
on tise one haud-on tise other tlat perfert
kno'vledge of evil whiicis casteti eut fait-là. A
maiden 'viose chef charin ext te ber beinty,
te tise adept of sixty, 'vas lier strauge sud un-
'veuted ignorance of tie 'vend aud ita 'vicked-
neas. Aud yet-and yet-'ve 'ere in this nine-
teeuth century, and've 'vers in Enýpand, 'viers
meu do net give a'vay or seii 'texr daugliters,
unhees in noveis : ise' cuid it b. posibfle tht
s man of tise 'vend, asuecoesfùi man, like
Mr. Tyrreil, slionid contempiate, even for a mo-
ment, ties acrifice pf hie euhy chuhd on sucli an
sitar ?

As our misfortunes aI'vays fuil together, I re-
ceived, tise next moruing, on mv 'vay home frein
giving my aset lessen, a secoua blow, frein au
equaly uuexpected quarter. This turne it 'vas
frein Wassieie'veki. Thte aid min, 'vise lad
been dejected and r *gned'singe tise faiure ,ef
hie ecliemes in 1854, 'vas 'vaking ahong upjrht
s'vinging bis arme,.'vitit su ehted air. When
lie sa'vnie lie thro'v np bis -long arme, sud
'vared tlern uSke tise saile of a 'vjndmill.

'It is ceming," beacried.0 « It1s Cosni.ng once
more. Tisis tie A it'il b.ne failune. Abd yen
shall take yonr part. Qimhy 'ait s 'veek, Ladis-las Pniaski, sud y"u sah kno' aHi. Silence,
snti yen are admitteê 1nie onryulan18

Ha bek uy aud'vtita remuts 'vhich
meaut more tissu bise'ends, sud:,eft me, 'viti
hie liead thro'vn back, bis long, 'visite haïr
streaming in tise *ijid, tessing Mis armeansd
gesticulating.

I had uirnest forgottenthat I 'vsa a Pole, sud
tise reminider carne upon me 'vitis s disagmeeabie
sheck. It 'vas likebeiug teid of seme responsi.
bility yen 'vonld 'villinghy iet sheep- sin. duty
you 'onid devolve upon etitere. And te take
my partt Strange transformation of a cripple
suds musie-mîster into a conpinatern d s nébei.

For a 'veek uotiing 'vasurad by Mn. Tyrreil,
sud I 'vas fergettiug suy auaiety on tht score
'visoneeafternoon, I1'veut, uas nusl, te eee
Ceia. Tlere 'vere, as I have said, t'vo entran.
cea, tht of tise front do«, 'viicitw'va asetise
office door,.sud tisat at tise end of tise garden,
'vhicl 'vas sed by Celia and myseif. Tisis sfter-
noon, by seme accident of choice., 1'vent te tise
front deer. To the rfgbt 'va Mr. Tyrml'e pri-
vate office; ase I passed I ra' tisat tise door 'va
epen-that lie 'vas sltting et hie table, lie hesd
upon hie baud in a dejected position, sud tisat
beside hum, hie back te tise empty, firs place,
stood, tal, cemmanding, as if the placë belonged
te lin, Hsrr Raumer.

He sm'v me, and beckoned me to enter tise
office.

"lHeme is Ceia's pivate teter, sdviser, sud
mest confidential friend, " lie mid, ini hie meck-
ing toues. I"Heme is Ladisîsa Puhaski. Wisy
net confido tise task te hlm Let iim speak te
Celia firet, if yen 'ihîpot."

What task t
Mr. Tyrmil raised bis face,and loeked et me.

1 think 1isave neyer seen a moe sorre'vfni face
tissu lis at tisat moment- mors sorro'vfui,- or
mors bnmilisted. 1I had sl'vaye knowu lin boid,
confident, sel f-reliant, of a prend sud indepen-
dent beaing. Ail that 'vasgene, snd in a sn-
gle night. lie loeked crnshed. No'v, it 'vas
es If suother Spirit possessed tise 'ell-kno'vn
featunes, for tliey 'vers tnansforMed. Whit lad
this mnu done te iii*--'vht, p'er over lin
did lie posess tisat couUd 'ork tliie great sud
sorrowfnl transformation y

Herr Raumur liad taken ot hie bine se~ctacles
aud hie sharp keen,-oy. Wne glttenung like
steel. If tise mairméneé4l lie 'va aise re-
soliste. Years ofef.r ce esd net eoft-
oued tise determiiallou'%i th ois ha oarried
ent a purpose.

IlLadielas Pulseki," lie 'vent on, weaing tbst
Mr. Tyrreli did net epeak, Idknsso Celia botter
tiss un even-iser father-or than my»eif, lier-
future busband."

I er 'vhat ! I I criedt as hoe annunced the
thiug in a calin judicial way, liSe the veice of
Fate.

liHer futurs hnsbaud," ha nepeated.d"Tise
'verds are inteligible, are Lisey net?1 Celia 'vili

as if h. did net venture te look me in the face ;
CIWhat yon hear froni Herr Raurner is quit.
true. Celia does flot kno'v yet-ve 'ere cen-
eideriug 'vien you aMrved iso'vte tel her-does
net kne'-yet-enr friend heme insiats upon lier
being told et once. Tlie fact is, my dear Ladie-
las,' le'vent onl, trying te speais at bis esse,
and as if it 'vers quite an erdinary tranraction.
"Some years sine-"

"ITen year," eaid Herr Raumer.
CITen yeare since, our friend heme did me a

service of some Importance."
"0f some importance only, my dear Tyrrllt"
"0f very great importace-eof vital import-

ance. Neyer mind of'vhat nature."
"iThat does net matter at prsent," raid Herr

Paumer. «"Proceed, my fatiser-in-hs'v."
"lAe an ackno'vledgrnent ef tisat favur-as I

theit believed-yes, Raumer, it is the trutis, and
yon kuew it-as I then believed, in a sert of
joke-"os

I neyer joke," said tise Germen.
"-I premised that le ehonid marryCelia."
" That promise I have neyer since allded te

until lust uight," Herr Raumer expiahsed. 'IIt
'vas a verbal promise, but I kne'v that it 'vonld
lie kept. TIers 'vers no papera or agreements
bet'veen ne ; but tisey 'vers nnnecessary. As
friende 'vs gave a pledge toe eseli ther. 9'My
dear Tyrmill,' Isid, ' yen are mucli yennger
tissu I arn; almost young enougis te b. my sen.
Yen have a dangliter. IfI arn tw in this tovu
'viseh is eighteen yeans of age yen muet let
sue narry ber, if I arntlien of tieseaime mnd.'
My friend here iangised and accded."

"But I did net think-I did net underatand

"isat is-beside the mark. Itw'as apromise.
Celia 'vas a pretty child then,, sud bas gro'vn
inte a beautiful 'veman. I ashall b. prend of
my 'if.. Becanse, Tyrrll,"-hie brQ'v contract-
ed-"I am quite.certain tht tise promise 'il
b. kwp."

"The promise did net, sud couîd net, ameunt
to moe.than an engagement te use my influence,
'vitis Clia."

CIMucli moe," raid the other. ",Very mucimr.I find mynelf, againet yatcpatos
stîli in tis quiet toien of yenrs. I1 find tise
girl gro'vn nr. I fincl myself getting ohd. I say
te myef- Titat 'vas a lucky service yen men-
deied Mr. Tyrreil.' And it 'vas of a nature 'viici
'vonld make tise meet grateful min 'isi silence
te b. kept aboutIt. And tise promise 'va moat
providentiel. No'v 'iii my decliuing yeara b.
riait in comfort."

CIProvidentialiy or net," said Cahîa's father,
pinckiug n p hie courage; «"«if Clis 'viii net se-
cept yen, the thing is euded. "

"INet ended," raid Herr Raumer, 9oftly. Just
beginning."

CIThon (led help ne, " buret ont tise poor min,
'ith a groan.

IlCertainly," responded hie e ctor. 46By
ail meaus, for yen 'viii 'vnt ailItise islp that is
te le gt. Mr. Püuki, 'vi i entirely ami de
familleis ne'v in a position te nnderstaud tise
main facta. Tiser. are t'vo centracting arties.
One breaks hie part ef the cetract-te other,
net by 'vsy of revenge, but in pursuence of a juet
poiicy, breaks hie. Tise censequeuces fail on
tIhe firet man's lead. No'v, Tyrreli, let ue lave
ne moesfoelieli acruples. I1'viii make a better
linshsnd for. yenr girl than any young fellew.
She sial have lier o'vn 'vy ; se shall do 'vhat
se ikes, sud dress-eand-slI tise reet ef it, just
as se chooses. What on eartl deo'venen 'vint
morst"

I feit sick sud dizzy. Poer Celis!
Herr Raumerplaoed bis band upon tbe bel].
IlI amn going te seid for lier," lie raid. CIIf

yen denet epeak toiser yonrself 1'il do &e. As
Ladisiss Pulsski is hem te giva us moral sup-
port "-tse man- oeuld net speak 'vitheut a sucer
-CI it 'il b. quit. a conseil de famille, sud 'v.
ehlhinet have te trouble Mrs. Tyrrellhat ail. Yen
cam telilier tisis eveniug, if necessry. "

He rang. Augustus Brambler, as the junior
clerk, ans'versd the bell." I noticed tht bis
eyes ioeked from oeate tise etier of us, as ha
took the message fror tise German, in a miid
'vonder. Augustus rau messages ofshll sortse'ith

enal ascrity, provided tl.y 'vers ceunected
'tithe office . e w'ouid lave blacked boots,

lad lie been told to de se, sud considered it al
part of tise majesty of tise is'v

'Wheu Celia came Herr Raumer made lier a
very profennd sud polit. bo'v, sud placed s

Sh l id er otfather, w'vistatil'vith iss
ited ounisis band, and thon at me.
-1 What id if, Papa ? What ie it, Laddy t"

man, uniese he in an abject co'vard, can rise to
the occasion, if necessary, -and act a part becom-
ingly, if not nobly. You neyer hear of a man
having to be carried to the gallows, for instance,
tbough the short walk there muet have a thous-
and pang e for every footfall. Mr. Tyrreil rose,
and tried to smile through the black clouds of
shame and humiliation.

"'Celia, my dear child," lie eaid, "'Herr
Raumer to-day lias asked my consent to hie
becoming, if you consent, my soit-in-law."

IlYour son-in-la'v, pap?

cdMy son-in-lav, Cap ,h e replied, firmly;
tlie plunge once made the reet of the work ap.
peared easier. IlI arn quite aware that tliere are
many objections to be advanced at tlie outset.
Herr Raumer, you 'viii permit me, my frieud, to
allude once and for ail to-"F

"To the disparity of age t " No wooer of
ive-and-twenty could have been more airily
bland, as if t he matter 'vere not wortli men-
tioning seriouely. " The disparity of sage1 Cer-
tainiy. 1 have the great misfortune to lie forty
years older than Miss Tyrreil. Let us face the
fact."

"«Quite no.- Once stated - it is faced, " said
Mr. Tyrreil, gaining courage every moment. The
objection ie met by the fact that our friend is
no weak oid man, to want a nurse, but strong
and vgrous, etili in the prime of life."

."The; prime of life," echoed the suitor, sinil-
ing.

"He is, it may aise be objected, " said Mr.
T rrefl, as if auxious te g et at the 'voret aspect

o1 thsecase at once; Ilie is a foregner -a
German. Wliat thon ? If there in a nation 'vith
'vhich we have a national sympathy, it is tlie
Germai nation. And as regarde other thinge lie
lias the honour of-"

IlSay of an Englishman, my friend. Say of
an Engliali la'vyer and gentleman."

Mr. Tyrreil winced for a moment.
"dHe in honourabie and upriglit, of an excel-

lent disposition, gentie in lis instincts, sympa-
tlietic and t]We i for ethers e

"My dear friend, " tise Herr interposed, Ilis
not that too, mucli 1 Miss TyrreU i 'ilnot believe
that one man u have ail those perfections."

"Celia 'viii fiud out for lierseif,".said bier
father, iaughing. "«And nowv, my chiid, tliat
you know se, much, and that 'vs have considered
ail possible objections, there remains something
more to be Msd. It in now ten years since this
projeot was fiM talked over bet'veen us."

4"Ton years! " cried Celia.'<ACd, a projeot oniy, because it wua impossible
ttel where ve miglit le after se long a tume.

It was firat spoken of between us after an affair,
a matter of business, 'vitli which 1 'viilonly se
far trouble you as to say that it laid me under
the mont liveiy obligations to Herr Raumer.
"IlRernember, my dear, that the gratitude you
owe to this gentleman is beyond ail that any
aet of yours can repy But 've do not 'visli
you to acceptHr Raumer from gratitude. 1
'vaut you to feel that you have here a chance of
happines mcl as seldose fails to any girl."

"lu my country, Miss Tyrrel," raid Herr
Rtaumner, gravelY, «"it je considered riglit to the
suitor to seek firet the approbation of the parents.
1 arn aware that in Engiand the young lady is
often addressed before the parents know auything
of--of-of thse attadliment. If I have behaved
atter the manner of my peope o il ob
not, forgive me." opeyowilIdub

I ventured to look at Celia. Site eat ini the
chair 'vhich Herr Raumer had given lier at the
foot of the table, upright and motionlese. Her
cheeks lad a tondis er angry med in them, and
lier eyes sougit lier father's, u' if tryieig to mead
the truth in tliem:." Yen shonid know, dear
Celis," Mr. Tyrreli 'vent on, "4not oniy fromn
my friend'e 'viel, but also mine, I-I-I think,
that we can hardiy exrpect an ans'ver yet."1

IlNot yet," lie mnrenured ; d"Miss Tyrreli
'viii give me another opLotunity, alone, of
pleading iny o'vn cause. I t is enougli to-day
that se kno'vs what lier fatlier's hopes are,
aud what are mine. I would ask only to say a
few words, if Miss Tyrrell i vii sow me."

He bo'ved again.
IlTen yeare ago, 'vhen this projet-. cail it

thse fancy: of a man for a chuld as Jet unformed,
-came inte my brain, I began te 'vatch your
progrese and yenr education. IsMWv 'itli viea-
sure that yen 'vers not sent'to those @cliools
wheme girls' minde are easily irnbnsd 'ith w'orid-
iy ideas "-gzood Heavens ! wss Herr Raumer
about to put on the garb of religion ?- I'<Later
on I sa'v wth greater pleasule that your chef

c paion sud principal tutor 'va Mr. Ladislas
Pnki, a gentleman 'vbose birtis alone should

It 'vastlie firat and the last tirne 1 have ever
heard this mysterlous powver spoken of. No
doubt, as Herr Raumer clIairned it for lis coun-
trymen, tbey do posses it. Most (lermane I
have ever seen have struck me as being singu-
isrly coid persons, far behind tise Frenchlini
that subtle eyrnpatliy 'hicli make 4 a man divine
in the manner spoken of by Herr itaumer.

Thse speech 'vas iengtliy and wordy ; it 'vas
delivered in the sotteet voice, and witli a certain
*Inpressiveness. Somelio'-so far, at least, as
I 'as cencerned, it failed to produce a favour-
able effeet. Tisere 'vas net the true ring about
it. Celia made a eliglit acknoiedgment, and
iooked again at lier father.

Then Raasmer turned effueiveiy to me.
Il Ihave no 'vord," lie raid, "lto express the

very great tisanks whicis l-hicli 'e- owe to
you for tise watclifui and brotiseriy care 'vhieli
you have given to Mise Tyrreil. It is flot in the
po'ver of money o

"lThere lis neyer been any question of
mouey," said Mr. Tyrmîll, quickly, "lbetween
Ladislas and us."

"*I kno'v. Tisere are disintemested people in
tise 'orid, after ail," Herr Raumer aaid 'vitli a
smile. "'You are one of them, Mr. Pnlaski.
At the same time," lie added airil y, Ilyou can-
not escape our thanks. You 'viir have to go
througli life laden 'vitli our gratitude."

Celia got up and gave me ber hand.
IlYou do not 'vautnme to say anything now,

Papa, "e said. "' We 'viii go. Corne, Laddy."We closed thse door of the office behind us, sud
escaped into the garden, whlere tise apple blossome
'vem in their pink and 'viite beanty; througis
tise gate at tlie end, to our o'vn reeort and rest,
by Ceiia's Arbour. We ieaned against the ram-
part and iooked ont, over tise broad eloping bank
of briglit green turf, set 'vitis buttercupe as 'vitis
golden buttons, acrose tise snnny exparîse of tise
liarbour. Tise grass of tise bastion 'vas strewîs
'vitistlie bro'vn casings of tise ue'ly-born ieaves,
tise scalibards 'vhicli had kept tliem fron tlie
frost. We conld flot speak. Her isand hld
mine.

Presently she 'vhispered--
"«Laddy, is it real ? Does Papa mean it"
«Yes, Celia."
IlAnd yesterday I1'vas se happy-"
Then 've'vere silent again, for I1liad no 'vord

of comfort.
idLaddy," ase cried, 'vitis a start of hope,

"'vIhat is to-day ? Thse first of June. Then in
three 'veeke' time Leonard 'viii be home again.
I 'vili give ne ans'ver for tise'veeke. Leonard
'viii lelp ns. AUhiliilibe riglit for u.4'visen
Leonard cornes home."

CHAPTER XVIII.
FROM THE ORGAN LOFT.e

lu tliree 'veeks. Leonard 'vould lie home ini
three 'veeks. We had beeu se long iooking for.
'vard that, no'v the time 'vas close at liand, the
reaiization of its approac1b came on us like a
shock.

We etared at each other.
"Thiree 'veeke, Cie! Ho'v 'iiilihe corne

home 1"
I do net kuov. lHe'il cerne home tri-

umpisaut. Lsddy, a moment ago I 'vas se
'vmtcised-no'v I am se hoeful. e 'vil corne
home and lielp us. We a e keShip'recked
eaiiore in eight of land."

We did net doulit but that lie 'ould lie an-
other Perseus te tise ue' Andromeda. What
'vas lie te, do, more than 've couid do ourseives,
'vs did net kno'v. But h. wouid do something.
And that conviction, in tise tisree 'veeks 'viicli
foilo'ved, 'vas our ouiy stay and hope. W. could
not take council 'vitistise Captaiu, and even
Mrm. Tyrreli 'vas not informed of 'vIat isad lisp-
pened. SI. 'vas te lie toid 'vien Celia gave lier
ans'ver. Meantime, Celia's lover made for tlie
moment no sign of impatience. Hie carne te tise
bouse in the evenings. He iietened to Ceiia's
playing and singig;le ventured 'vitis defer-
ence ou a littie critic;iem ; lie tmeated lier 'vitis
sucli respect as a lady mugt get from a preux
chevalier of the oid echool; lie loaded lier 'vitis
petits sons8; le neyer allndsd in tise sligistest
'vay to tiseir interviewv iii tise office ; lis taik 'va8
eoft, and in prebence of the girl h. seldorn dis-
played any of thie cynical rayings 'vhicli gen-
eraiy garnislied bie conversatien; and lie as-
sumned tise mauner of a Cliristian gentleman of
great philanthsropie experience, and sorne dis-
appoiutment 'vitis iumnunature. I1'vas a good
deal amnsed by tise chiange, but a littie dis.
q uieted, because it siso'ed tisat lie Was in earnest.
Tiser. 'vas te be no brutal force, ne melodrmantit-
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