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the question has been legally decided in Eogland that they have
a necessary and inberent right, as being part of the uation whose
currency is counterfeited, to preven that counterfeit coin from
going again jnto circulation; which: right it was_ at that trial,
(one,af 1 recollect right, at Nottingham, between-a grazier, and
¢.publican) extended to the cutting of the coin in two, but vot
to the nailing of 1t on the counter. Upon the same ground the
baok would baye a right to stamp the word “counterfeit” npon
spurijous biils,bitt 0ot,! conceive,either to destroy or detam them,
although I kdow that the bank of Eogland asstime even. that
right. And thebanks in Caoada are perhaps more bound
than any others, to do this with rigour and strict attention, up-
on a moral coosideration; for, haviog been the means "of iotro-
ducing joto the country a papey-currency, and, along with the.,
other evils which they have been the occasion of, aug-,
meu;ing, {o a [rightful degree, the erimes that are consequent,
upon the introduction of so pernicions a medum of circulation
as dollar-bills; so it is the more incumbentupon thein, both to
gecure the public sgainst imposition, and to discoursge and de-
feat the exertious of their indefatigable and industrious imitators,
the counterfeiters of the Eastern townships, But Fidus Achates

is mistaken as to the stamping of the bills operating asa preven- °

tative to his being indemnified by the person from whom he
took them ; oo the contrary, it makes him more jodisputably
compellable to do s0; to pay in connterfeit-bills is not to pay,_
and the person who gave im the bills,  whether he takes them
back or pot,is as much in his debt as before, nay moze, for if the
sum be of sufficient consideraticn, interest, loss of time, trouble,
apd perhaps loss of reputation, wonld beto be added in the
shape of damages, arising from bis having given that in paymeat,
whicl was worth less than nothing, . ¢ . - .-
This subject callz forth some, reflections upon that.of

the complaints made i a late pnmber. of the Canadian Times,
against “‘a most formidable gang of unprincipled vagaboods acd
villains, who boldly, and almest openly in broad day bght, car-
ry on the base, vile, and diabolical trade of counterfeiting bauk-
bills.”? _ It is added that “io the township of Duvham alone,
they actually.manufacture the paper, engrave the plates, make
the impression, affix the siguatures, and dispose of counterfeit
baok-bills, to be put in circulation, to the great awount of sev-
eral hundred thousand dollars in the course of one year. They.
sell the bills at a certain rate of good money, per centum, for
the spurious, to.agents from all parts,of the United States, who
arfe seen in crowds.” .1 do oot belieye that this piclureis exag-
gerated, and, although not in such extensive repute, or lice of
business, ag the Bank of Dunham, there are ‘other establishments
of the same nature, 'with their partoers,- directors, clerks, ontri-
ders,and agents, in other parts of the townships bordering on
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