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]f, and too subducd :md bei‘

. 'bcr] my- mon'hel

. Detsey.

5o much as I conld w xsh

‘me.

Well ! Don’t ery !

were an. or ph.m, weren’ 't yous? PAGRR

68 YCS,” .

“And’ a governess ? 9” '

# I was Bursery-governess in ‘a family where Mr.,
‘Copperfield cauic o visit. & M. CO]‘DPOI ficld was very

kind to:me, and took a great.deal of notice of me and -,

paid me a good deal of aitention, and at last proposed to
And T aceepted hin. And so we' were married,”
said my mother simply.

S Hal poor Baby [ mused - Miss Lctscv, v:th her
~frown still bent upon’ the fire.”
* thing ?”

R bez )om par don ma'am,’ :\Kercd
ther.
s About Lcepnw housc, for mst.mcc, said_l\[iss
« Not. much I 1ezu' ”. retuvncd my mother,; ¢ Not
But Mr. Coppcrﬁe]d was
teaching ‘me~="
i Much he knew about it hxmse]i "’ said Miss Bctsey
in a parcnthesis.)
—¢ And I hope I should have xmpxoxcd being very

" anxious to learn, and he very . patient to teach, if the

great misfor tune of his death”—my mother broke down

" again here, and could get no farther.

“ Well, well 1 azud Miss' Betsey.
— 1 koph my IHousckeeping-Book regularly and

" balanced it with Mr. Copperfield cvery night,” cried my

mother in another burst of dxshc:s, and bre'\l\nw down

! ‘m"un.

“« \\’cll W cﬂ 1 said | Miss Betsey
more.” ‘

—¢¢ And T am sure we never had a word of difference
respecting it,” exeept when Mr. Copperfield objeeted to
my threes and fives being too much like cach othcy', or
to my putting curly tails to my sevens and nives,” re-
sumed my mother in another burst, and br enkmg down
again.

< Youll m'ﬂ\c )ourselfﬂl kg ‘:'ud Miss ‘Betsey, « 'md
you know that will not be good either for you or- 'for my
god-daughter. Come! You musin’t do it !

-This argument had some share in quieting my mother,
though her increasing indisposition perhaps had alarger
one. = There was an interval of silence, ‘only broken by
Miss ‘Botsey’s  oceasionally cru.u]:xtnw « Ta 1 4 she
sat with her feet upon the fender,

¢ Don’t cry any

« Divid had bought -an annuity for. 1111r<c1[ with his
- money, T kaow,” said &hc, b_‘,' ‘and by
.do for you ?¥

« Mr, Coppcrﬁcld " said my mothcr, answering with

¢ What did he

§

vldcx'cd altoo'et]xe;, ‘to" ;
clem]), or to Luow what to

I Anu was D'md rrood to you;' c]nld o :\51\0(1 7\1'155 N
‘ Bet‘cv when she h-\d Been silént fov a little \\hﬂe, and
tionsof her head had, gr adu-ﬂlv ceased. ¢ \Veu.

‘you ‘comforfable’ together 222 i

#.We were. very h.’lppy,‘? mud mv mothe\- “ \Ir :

' Copperficld was only too good 16 me. ,
“.What, he spoil you, I suppose ; ” Jelurued ’\hs:

‘Betsey. -

e for hcm~ quite alone and dcpeudcnb on mysclf in
“this xouﬂl\ w ovld agaid, )es, 1 iear hc dul indeed,” sob-

said \Inss betsey “ You were -
" nob cqaally matched, child—if -any two people can be

“enqually mntclmd-—mul s0 ‘T asked the questnon. lou

“ Do you kuow any

my ‘mo- .
‘ " sell having to it there,-faco to ' face,: for “some ‘hours,

" some dnﬁnculty“‘ \\:1: :0 consulomte and nrood ‘a3 to o

seeure the reversion of apart of it to me.’
4 Yow rueh 227 askeil Miss’ Betaey
2 ‘A'hundred nnd ﬁve pounda o year, 7
ther: : ;
. He might lm\'e donc \rorse," ucl my mmb
The word: was appropriate-to the moment,” My Mo~
_ther was 0 much worse that: Pcm»occ), cosning in with'
the teaboard and ‘eandles, . and seeing "at .a frhmcc how
Al shewas,~—as Miss Bctsey might have done sooner if
there liad been light enough,~——convieyed her up stairs .
. to'her own rodin with all’ spued, anc fmmediataly . dis=.
- patehed Ham- Pegmotty, her nephew, who - liad: beon,
for some-days pust; scuetcd in the house,: unlmown to,
my mother, asa special. mcsaenwer in ‘:\:0 ol‘ unor"eucy
to feteh the nurse and Doctor:” -
Those allied: powers were Lonsulcrubly “astonishied.
“when they ‘arrived. within a fow minutes of eachi - other;.
: tofind and unknown lady of portentous appearnnee, sit-
_ting befobe the five, with hier bonnet tied over hier left = © -
arm, stopping her cars. with jewellers” cotton. . Peg-". "
"ott_) knowing nothing about hcr, and my mother say-
‘ing nothing about hm, she ‘was 'quite d \[bstexy inthe " .
par 101' ;.and the fact of her having a magazine ofJowcl- L
= lorg? cottou in hier pocket, and stlclunrr the artivle in /-
her cars in that way, did not detr u,t‘. from thc :olunml,y e
~of her presence. ’
The Doctor having boén ip stuirs nml come dowu
~again,” and “having satisiod himself,: I-isuppose; .’ that:
- therewas a prob’xbxhby of this unknown Iady aud him-"

= Iuid liimselt ottt to. be polite and’ social.. e was the.
meekest of his sex,” the mildest of little men. e sidled

dnand out- of a raom, .to : take up “theless space.: e |
- walked as softly: ar 'the  Ghost :in” Hainlet—and moro
slowly. He earriedhis head onone side; partly in niodess
depreciationof himself,” partly in modest propitiationof -

every body clse.. It is uothing to say that he hadw’t a

word to throw .at 2 dog. He couldn’t have thrown a

word at a mad dog.- e wmight have offered him one
gently, or “half o one, or' n 1~-xmncnt of-one;: for be

© spoke as slowly - as “he walked ; but he wouldn't have
been rude to him, and he couldn t have been qm(.k
with him, for any carthly consideration. -

Mr. Chillip, looking wildly ‘at my nunt, with his
liead one side, and thkln"’ her a‘little bow, said, in
allusion ‘to the jewcllers' cobton, as he softly touched
his left car :

“ Some loeul irritation, ma’am P’

“ What ! replied my aunt, pullmg the couon out
of one earlike' a cork.

Mr. Chillip. was so alarmed by her abruptness—as
he told my moclier “afterwards—that it was a merey he
didn’t Jose his his presence of mind.. ‘But he repcntcd, :
sweetly: - :

« Some local irritation, .ma’am.”

- % Nonsense . replied my. aunt, and corkod hersel
again, at one blow.

Mr. Clulhp could . do notlung after this, but sit and
look at her feebly, - as, she -sat and lovked - at the fire,
until he was called up stairs again. After some quarter
of an hour’s absence; he rclurned

“ Well 2" said my aunt, taking the cotton out of tho.
car nearest to him, :

“ Well ma’am,”? returncd \Ir Cluﬂlp, “we nro—-wa
are progrcsﬂmg slo“ ly, ma’am.’ e

(7o be contmucd )




