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MEN, WOMEN, ARO THINOS IN CENERAL.

The London Tiimes has donc good service by investigating the causes
leading to greatly increascd drunkenness during ôfic past fewv years in
Switzerland. The Federal Council of that counr; a sudarpr

which shows thant of Iat(, the inerease in the consunîption of spirits bas bèen
much more rapid than the increase in the consumption of wies, and that
the inost rapid incease iii cacli was during flic period of proqperity wvhich
followed the Franco-Gerrnan war. The Council attributc flie incrcased
consumption of alcohol to tvo causes: (i) to the introduction of free trade
in alcoholic beverages, and the %vithdrawal fromn the Cantons of the power
to Iinîit the number of public bouses; and (2) tlie commuercial and agricul.
tural prosperiîy above referrcd to. The former is described as flic main
cause, and just here cornes in the instructivcness of the report. It goes
to demnonstrite the fact that an-inerease iii the quantiiy of alcobol con-
sumed will result fromi increased facilities for obtaining it, and, convcrseiy,
that the way to diminish consumption is to diminisb the ficilities. The
federal constitution adoptcd in Siizerland inl 1874 took away the power
of local option and regulation previously vested in flic govcrinents of
Cantons, and the experience of ten years show flhnt flic effeet is disastrous.
The CGuncil's report reads vcry much like a plea for prohibition.

I had something to say last week about the viewvs of Mr. Joseph
Chamberlain, President of the English Board of 'lrade, on the land ques.
tion in Scotland and England. In one of bi-, recent specches hie %vent
furîher in the îvay of laying down a policy for hiruself and those for %vbiom
hc speaks than hc liad ever gone before. Hie wished to go back 10 th.-
Ilold type of multiplied freeholds -il the land, and re-cstablisi flic peasants
andýycomen, who wcre somc of flic most prospcrous, the most indcpendent,
and the rnost cornfortable classes in tlîc coniniunity." In other wvords Mr.
Chamberlain wishes 10 break up at least a portion of the large estates int
small holdings, for the purpose of creating a peasant proprietary. The

objcct is a good one, for there eau be no doubt that tlie divorce of thec
laborer front tbc soit lie cultivates, and flic aggrcgation of large arcas of
land in flic bands of men who live by letting it ont to otliers, crente a1
social condition %Yhich procluccs national wuakness and mnay Icad to na.
tional disaster. l'le disaffection of the Irish p>eople to thec (3overiiîneut is
chicfly duc t0 their be:ing deprived of ai' jwrsonzil intcrest in tlic land, and
tie Scottisli crofters arc rapidly folloîî .tg thecir example. N'.or ivill the
Englisb peasantry Iag far bchind. Tl ~y are lcss niercuirial iii their teim-

perînelît than their Irish fellow-citize, s, but thcy cari bc nroused, and anly
movemieut anîongst theim will not ca ,i13' bc allayed. What chance wvould
England hiave amngst nations if t'le ifîass of flic pcople iii tic thrce king.
doms slîould ]ose not mcrecly îhcir fi'eling of loyahty 10 the cruwnà but their
feeling of patriotismi for their country?

Good as MIr. Chamberlain's objeet is there is sure t0 be greit diffiçulty
in attainiug it. Various plans hîave becu suggested. 'l'hie one advocaîcd
by Cobden, Bright, Johin Stuart Mili, and other Radicals of the past and
passing generation is to abolish flie ,Iws of pritnomCniturc and entait so as ou
the ,ne baud to er ol estates to bc broken up by partition wlicn the ownier
dies intestate, und on fice other to prevent hini froîîî controlhing file succes
sion to it, as much as lie eau do at present, by bis wvill. If thesc absurd
legal relies of feudalisni %vere renmoved out of thec way, no d<'-ahî large
estates %vould gradually dissolve tbrough tic operations of spendtlîrift hcirs,
family quarrels, and famnily setenents. 'l'lie estates so broken up wotuld
corne into tIhe hands of suîiallcr owners, and these wvould constatute file
nucleus of a yconianry sucb as Mr. Chiamberlain w.înts t0 sec. But tbis
process is t00 slow for Iiimi. He %visites it t0 go oit, but lie advocates otiier
and more questionable. ,ieasures. He would autborize tile ncw rural
municipalities t0 acquire land for tlic purpose of providing sniaîl plots for
laborers, tbe land to bc acquired byexpropriation at its "'fair îuîarket vailuc,'
or Ilthe price wvhicli a wvilling purcliaser %vould pay to a willing seller in the
open maýrket." Thîis sclieie opensl up a ton- vista of entirely neiv legisla.
lion and admnristration-a vista down îvbicli the nation, cven ttder file
guidance of flic Parliament clected under tile new franchise, %vill for soîinc
fimie shrink froin proceeding. Iu aitl prolh'ibiiitN 'rmgntr ud ti
will soon have to go, and steps many be taken to sinîplify tlîe process or
transfcrring land, s0 tliat it nmay pass readily and at little cost froi n seller to
buyer. Beyond tbis noîbing is likcely to ho donc for a long limie, and
notlîing onglît to be donc for flic mecre purpose of creating a1 îïkasant pro
prietary. If an Englisli yeonmanry vworîby of the name is t0 bc est.ablislicd,
it must be the growth of limne, and thie first stelp towards it %vill be to clear
tlie way by remnoving tlîe feud.il obstacles wvhicli at prcseîîî k-eci the lanîd
in large niasses. Perhaps fine niy show finit nothing more is ncessary.

WVe need in Canada,almost as muclh as tbcy need in Brifain, saniesinmple
and less costly mode of transferring land fromn seller to hîîyer and givingé au
unquestio.able fille wvith it. At present if a mari wants to mise $îoo by
%vay of boan on a pieCe of land bie mtîst pay the cost of searclîing lus tubi to
ils owvnership. Tbis adds considerably 10 tic expense of flic boan, but flint
is uat licu worst feature Of uIcl Case. If next ycar he %arîîs zo borroiv an-
other hîundrcd dollars bc must again pay for searcbing lus title, and so on
cvery tlies lie borrowvs. In the mîaile of commni sense why sliould if bc
necessary 10 search a title every lime a1 transfer or a conveyanrc takes plaçc.
Let the scarch bc thorouglîly made onee for il], let tbe exact natture of flic
tte be then recorded on a certificate, and let tbis ccrtificate bc indisput-
able evidence of the possesSor's dlaim. This is tic Torren's sybtes-n iii a
nutshell, the only other feature of importance hcing a gunrantee fund for
the protection of those wbosc valid dlaims rnay have been overlookced in
the search. With such, a certifleate of îitlc flic owner of a C.arni or a town
lot nuiglil go ta a loan socicly witliout the intervention of a lawycr, lîand
over lus certificale of t'ic as sccuritY and borrow înoney ot if at flie Iowvt
rate of interest and witbout a cent of cost. The certificate beiiig regisbcrcd
bc would bc as absoluttly protected as nowv igainst loss of evidence of
title, whiile lie would bc perfcctly secure aglinst old dlaims wieîhier valid or
mercly trumped Up.

The day is not far distant wlien ibis systn will be univcrsally preva.
lent There is hope of ils early introduction int the Norîliwcst by the


