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Ske Xastor and Xeaple.
" 'The Golden Key.

“ Prayer 18 the hey to unlock the day, and
the bolt o sheuin the naght.”

Prayer i thae key
For the bending knee,
To open $he minrn 8 Nirst howy,
Sue the 1ucanso rise
‘To the etarry skios,
Like perfuma from the dowera,

Nat n soul 50 aad,
Nor a heary so glad,
Crossing the portals of night,
But the dey-lreak song,
Will the joy priiong,
Aud tuin somo durkness 1o ughs.

Takae ¢ o Golden Rey}
In yoms hand, and sce
As the uight-tida drifts uway,l
Yow ite biesued hold,
Is & crownn of gold,
Thiough tho weury hours of day,

Whon the shadewe fall,
And the vasper eall.

Is eobbing 1ts low refrain,
*Tis s gnrland sweet,
For she toil-dent toet,

*ud an antidowe for pain.!

Soon the year's dark door,
8hall be shut no more;
Lifo's tears shall be wipeil away,
As she pear! gates swing,
And the gold harps nng,
And the sun unsheath for aye.
—~New York Observer.

‘ Overcome Bvil with Good.”

From n recent sermon by Canon Liddon,
ot 8t. Paul's Cathedral, Loudon, we make
the following extractes:— * * * =

# Overcome evil .with good.” This was
the motto of the early Christians—this the
law by obedience {o which the world is to
besubdued to Christ. Our forefathers knew
that if they bad tried to cenquer evil with
ovil, to Luat the enemy with his own wea-

ns, they must have failed altogether.
g‘l)xe old heathen society was much too clover
and much too strong to be discomfited by
any rival in its own line of action. It had
intelleot, wealth, position, and the posses-
sion of untold social and political power at
its disposal. It Liad its sophists aud philo-
sophers ia the world of thought ; 1ts armues,
its police, its statesmen in the world of pub-
lio life. Against those the Church of Clrist
had nothing to produce—nothing, at least,
of the same kind, and yet it conquered.
It eonguered through the simple might of

ness —gooiness inspired and sustained
y Christ. ** The weapons of our warfars,”
remarks the apostle, ‘* are not carnal, but
mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds.” The passive virtues of the
Christisn martyrs were stronger than the
active energies of their heathen persecutors
—#tronger, that is, in the long run. For
those martyrs had before their eyos the
ideal and imngo of » meekly suffering One ;
one, though he was reviled, reviled not
again, who, when he suffered, threatened
not$ and the instrument of whose shame
had already in their eyes become the sym-
bol of His glory.

To conquer by suffering was a new thing
inthe world's history, but to conquer by the
glory of God was to overcome evil by the

ower of goodness. It was t> awc sounls
5oeply conscious of their own inward reat.

lessness and disorder by the spectacle of '

other souls, moving with a tranquil majesty,
the secret of which they knew not, around
tho true ventre of their being, the everlast-
ing God. The apostles who understool
this were sure of the event—sure of it fromn
the very first, aud in the long run of lustory
they wero not disappointed.
¢ Overcome evil with evil.'” Oh what a
motto is this for & young man who has been
religionsly brought up somewhere in the
country, and who, on coming to London to
begin the business of life, enters cne of
those vast establishments which arn to be
found not a hundred yards from this cathe-
dral. Hs finda himself necessarily—it is
an inevitable condition of cur society; it
cannot be set down to any individual or
class of individuals now—he finls humself
in an atmosphere of strangely intermingied
elements, but it is upon the whole very un-
like that which Lie left at home. He s in-
vited, as the phraso runs, to see Iife ; hLe is
rated gently or coarsely on the score of lua
country prejudices. e is told that those
who really know what is t Le sasl about
these things think very cheaplyindeed about
the church and the Bible, and laugh at the
notion that prayer has any sort of power
with God. And at first he shrinks back at
bearing these things with an instinctive
distress. But in time lus ear becomes ac-
customed to them ; and then he becotues
more or less intunate with a particular sec-
tior: of lis associates, and Lie 1s pressed more
and more carnestly to be, as they term it,
& man, and to bicuk with the prejudices of
Lis boyhood——to iv ad he lkes, that is, to
#in with & high liand ; to say wha! he likes,
that 1, too prohably to blaspheme the per-
#on and work of lus Redeemner. Ah, it 13
bard to resist, for he has been gowg down
the Lill for some time past the comise of
his desgent bas already given lum an on-
ward impetus ; it s a siruggle forhfe. DLut
tlere is cue ready to hear him, ready to ail
him, if e will only seck for aiul, in the
heavy trak of overcoming the evil within
bimsel! first, and then then the evil 1 so-
giety around him * with good.” S:mple
decisions—perfectly courteous, but un.
swer vingly determined, will carry the day.
Ev.imay talk loudly, it may bluster, but
at heart it is always & coward, and it akulks
sway ut the show of a strong resistance.
It woy be Lard work—that is, at first—Lut
i the cnd purity, straightforwardness,
chanty and love will win the battle. Op-
no:ition will dis gradually into silence, si-
uce into respect, and respect into mym-
paty, if not into imitation. ** Thou art
more glorivus und excellent than the inoun-
tauns of prey.” * At thy rebuke, O God of
Jaoob, both the chariot and Jiorse are cast
into a dead slesp—** at tay rebuke,” in the
moush of the weakest of thy servants.

Overcorue ovil with evil. ” What & pre-

0 be o heart of
Wm‘wﬂ?’_« o toon-

an

er—a hucband, a wife, a pment. Iours,

ays, woeka, monthe, years pass ty, and
there is no changein thewm, but on contin
tous friction—nothing but a persovening
bickering which fixes on any and every cu-
cumstance and keeps np & sense o uninter-
rupted,almost rogn%nteé, roreness.  This s
not nncommon.  Many Chnstians who leeep
meat paeswons ahuler restrrnt seems to r:mx’z-
ponsate themselvet by mdulging moalllands
of fanlts of temper ; and thus they hecome
a very great tnal indeed to those wha hive
with them.  Theso last inay exelamm with
the Pralnuat, * Wos 1sme that 1sojenrn in
Meseeh, that T dwell m tho tents of Kedar,
My soul hath long dwelt with them that
are cnepnes unto peace. I Inboy fin penee,
but when I speak to  them therenf, they
mako them ready for battle.”

Ab, there is romething better than that
exclamation. Itisoverrome these nnuor
forms of domestie evil with goad Iy to
canquer this irntatimg unita Lty _lny an nn-
failing Christhko sweetness, Ditlienlt, this,
no doubt, biethron, for suck as you or I--
mpossthle to nature, but possible encugl,
thank Ged, [through 1l wounderworking
grace.

"Theee are the pro- «ic realities, as we term
them —these are the trivial inendents of our
ordinaty life ;and we seem to ben long
way, now, from those high thoughts amid
which we weremoving just now—-about tha
nature of evil, and the mystery ot 1ts exist-
ance, and the tragic greatness of 1its place
in history, and God's reason for permtting
and his methods of dealing with 1t , but
truth thesame subject is still before us,
only in its common and everyday form, It
igin the Light of these great considerations
that we perceive how little the very hum-
blest life differs fro-u that which we deem
the highest For eacn has proceeded from
ene Creator's hand ; each may be washed
in the samecleansing blood ; each isoffered
the same heavenly food ; each has befriet
the certainty of death, judgment, and eter-
nity ; and meanwhile each is the scene of
that mighty contest betweeq good and evil,
between tho absolute, self-existent good, and
the evil which was geuerated in free, but
perverse, created wills—the which existed
when man as yet was not, but when already
there was war in heaven, and Michael and
his angels fonght against the dragou. That
great struggle goes on now. The air re-
sonnds with its battle-cries; tiie soil is
strewn with its slain. And if we ask to see
the eonflict, we have but to look, each of
us, steadily within ourselves, and each side
is represented.© We desire to do good after
the inward man, but to see, forsooth, an-
other law within ~ur mnembers, warring
against the law of our minds. and bringiog
us into eaplivity, too often, to the law of
sin which is in our members.

Coinpared with this great spiritaal con.
flict the external affairs of life, some of
them, are mean frivolities, since the issues
of this struggle will have a permanent and
awful meaning when all that meets the eye
of sense shall have passed away. May our
Lord teach us, each and all, first the reality
and seriousneis of this great strusgle, and
then the secret of victory! May he raise
our eves above the narrow horizons which
toc'often bound all our waking thoughte up
to those eternnl hills from whence alone
cometh our help. May he whisper to each
of nus here in time the grandeur as well as
tho perils of our destiny, and convince us
ty happy experience that weak as we avo,
“ we cun do all things through Chriat
strengthening ns"—that we can conquer
every possible form of internal evil, and, in
in oursphere, external evil, by the simple
inherent strength of good.

Mr-8purgeon and the Judgments of God,

Mr. Spurgeon,writing in the July numnber
of his magazine, says:—*“ A clergyman
writes to inform us that the gout is sent to
us 88 & judgment from God for opposing
the Church of England. If a swollen leg
proves that o man is under God's dirpleas-
ure,what would a broken neck prove ? We
ask the question with special reference to
the late Bishop of Oxford. As for the in-
formation that, on acconnt of ourlnte specch
at the Liberation Society’s mecting, we
shall soon have another ditack, andin all
probability will be earried off by it, wo will
wait and see if it be true. Despito the fact
that the writer clmma to bLe a clergyinan,
we aré no more disturbed than if he Lad
signed his name Zadkiel. The amount of
bitterness which the poet has brought us
during the last moath has proved to our
asatisfaction that our blows have not rns<ed
the inark, but nono wnite so furionsly as our
Evangelical friends, who nre more uneasy
in their consciences
State Church clergy.”

—

The Bible Triumphant.

Do not be afravl of the Bible.
triumpha are certain. Tho owis may hoot
at the rising sun, bat the suushine creeps
on, nofwithstanding. Tribes may pensh,
priests way die, stars may ciumble nto
rain; but this blessed book advances at a
pace that never couses; and 1f it ever re-
trents, it 18 to cover its reneats with a
grenter glory than1t advance. Ths book,
inspued by the] spirit of God, climbs steep
llls, and crosses Lroad river; 1t1s found
nader the sailor's pillow, in the soldier's
knapsack ; and 1t soars with a wing that is
not numbed by polar snows, or relaxed
under equatorinl suns. Itecaraes withit an
earnest of 1ts ultunate and everlasting vic-
tory. And this book teils what the real
diseaso of an 18 ; 1t lays 1ts fnger on the
fpot ; and it tellr us the bleased tiuth that
tuere is no chance or accident—that all is
settled and porfectly arrangeds and that
even that ripple of sorrow that sormetimes
comes to the sensitive heurt, as you will
find if you trace it backward, came from
no earthly spring, to fret us, but from the
fountain of hving waters, to strengthen,
cheer aud encourage us.—Dr. Jokn Cum-
ming,

Its

——
There are now ninety-eight Protestant
charclies in Mexico. Five years ago there
were less than six.

‘The Presbylerians are talking of & new
house and newspager orgaa in Indinn.

book
apells,
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than others of the :

Tha Average Prayer-Mesting.

The prayer-meeting constitutes so ympor-
tant A part of the Christian social hfe of
this country, aud 18 so much a thing of the
peuple that it 18 legitimiately a topie for the
cxsimnation and diseussion of laymen. We
approacl the subjeet with abundant vever
unee for the time-honored ertimate of s
usefulness, and only with a wich for the
advancement ot its efficiency as an ageney

for spiritual cultine.  That 1t s 0 uny
reapcet the boon that it should be, to tha
bnizdieds of thousands who  attead upon

and participate 1 1ta exuicises, 1o one
metendd,  That 1t 18 the lamest and moat
nearly impoteat of any « i the agoncics ons
pioyedd by tha chureh, in perhaps two cnses
cut of every three, 1sevadent to all  T.ot na
secaf we ean present & fun pictno  of the
4verago prayer-nieeting,

In a chrch of, say twohnndre 1 and tifty
membeis, there 18 an average attendance of
fitty persona. These are masde up, <o faras
the men ave coneerned, of the prinepal
church official” ~the deacons, eldme, &e.
The remainder are women-——the hest vomen
of the churen, and such of thewr fannlies s
they eau mduce to accompany them, The
clorgsman, overworked, and  diseorraged
by the swall numwber m attendante, 1s there
to lead.  He givos out lus hymn, prays,
reads the Scriptures, and, with & fow re-
maiks, “throws open the meeting " to the
laymen for praver or exhortaticn.  There
is a long perind of mlence.  The deacons,
who suspect that their voices have been
heard too often, or that they may be in the
way of others, remaimn silent. At last,
either one of them 13 called upon by the
pastor, or some poor man, under the spur
of asense of duty, rises and utters, as well
a8 lie can, the words of a prayer.  Every-
body scea that he is in a struggle, and that
he 18 8o little at home that he is only anx-
ious to get through without breaking down.
The audience is, of cowrse, sympathetic,
and, instead of being led in prayer, becomes
ay anxious forhitm ashe is for hunself. And
80, with loug patches of embarrassing and
pninful sifonce, 1nterspersed with drear,
platitudes of prayer and speech, unrcfresh-
ing and lacking spontaneity to a sad de-
gree, the meeting goeson to the end,
which comes when the chapel clock sho ws
that an hour has been spent in the service.
To suppose that any great good comes
from the spending of an hour in this way,
is to offer an insalt to common sense.

Tt woull bo instructive, 1f the facts
could he ascertained, to know hLow many
of those who attend the average prayer.
meeting do so because they truly delight
in it, how many because they wisl tostand
by and encourage their pastor, and how
many because they think it is, or may be,
theirduty. It would also be instructive,
if the facts could bo ascertained, to know
how many men are kept away by foar of
being called npon to engage activelyin the
exercises, and how many remain at home
because they havo learned by experience
that the average prayer-meeting is a drenry
place to weary men—one which bores with.
out benefiting them.  We fear that, if the
facts were known as they relate to these
two points, the average prayer-meoting
would find itself in very sorry standing.
When men go to a religious meeting, of an
sort, they go to be reinforced, or refreshed,
or instruncted. How much of any one of
these obiccts can be realized in such a
meeting as we have described ? How much
of the atill higher object of s{)omnncons,
joyous worship can be secured, by listening
to the pamnful blundering of some pious
and consocientious layman ? Is it pot the
truth that the average prayer-meetingisa
sad mockery of both God and man ?

Can it be possible that the Almighty I'a.
ther of us all is pleased with an offering so
little apontaneons, so far from joyous, so
painful in its exercises, and 8o unprofitable
1w its counsels as this? If, once a weoh, a
whole church would come together joyfully,
and sing their songs, and pray their pray.
ers, and qpeak their thoughts, and commune
with one another on the great topic which
absorbs them, that wonld be a meeting
worth having. But how would such a
meeting compare with the dead drag of the
average prayer- meoting ? It would com-
pars as life compares with death, as beauty
with deformity.  So utterly valueless, to
all human apprehenmon, are tho prayer-
meetings carried on by some churches, that
1t may well be questioned whether they are
tot rather a detiiment than an advantage,
8 harm rather than a help, to the regular
work of the nastors, and the spititual ptoa-
i periiy of those whom theyleml‘,and teach.

There 18 something to be said for the lay-
man 1n this connection, which will leave
his piety nmmpunged.  In the fust place
’ he labors at an absorbing employment

withont the shighteat preparation of “heart
or brain for any active participation i ita
exereises,  ITe needa help, ana doos nut feel
capasle of offerimg any.  He is empty ofhis
J vitality, and needs to bo refreshad, and di-

verted fiom the currents of thought in
which his trade or profession holds hiwm.
Aygam, as a rule, he ir unused to public
fpeech of any sort. It is imposawle for Li.m

to Jose the consciousnesa that he s speaking,
i and, hecoming eritieal upon hitself, his
. fpontaneity, and all the good that comes
j ol it, are loat. ¥e sinks to hig seat at last
i humbled mto the Aust 1n the canviction
that he has been engaged in o performance
in regard to whose success or failure he
faels esther gratification or mortified pride.
It doea lnm no good, and what is thus frut.
ies to him is, by force of its natare, fruit-
less of good to others.

Shall the prayer-meeting be dropped
when in ceases hopelessly to bo the vivifyiag,
spontaneous ageucy of worship and com-
munion that it ought to he? Can any
chango be made in its methods that will
work a reformrtion ? Can it he modified
80 a8 to avoid the evils we have indioated?
Thene nre questions that we cannot anawer
but it in not hard to see that a meeting con-
dueted entirely by the pastor is a thunsand
times beter than & poor prayer-meeting,
and that, if  prayer meeting must be had,
it s better to oconduct it after some litur-
319.1 form than to trmat to the blind and
blinding leadings of ignorant and half die-
tracted men. Spentansowsiay prayers in
p ublie are very nice

ORI TV SR PRS- SO W

in , but & .
tige,inthex .thylrml Qh:thuk”
ato sthes on the temgne. The epinien

Ho goes to the meoting utterly weary, and '

seoms reasonablo to us that any pastor, or
body of pastors, who will present to the

su gemal, so hearty, so full of the detail of
common wants, Al o appreciative of the
people, s to Lo the best possibls expreseion
of suerd worshp and common petitions,
will do more to bit the aveiage prayer
weetng out of decrepiinde, not to cay dis-
gruce, than ean be done by any other means.
Ifnon pseopad Diotestant wish to lewrn
why it 18 tht the fipeeapal Chureh makes
converts with sitch comparative case, they
need not go ontsude of ouar sugraston fot
then wfmmatioa.--Dre. Jo G Holland,
Senilicr's fur Septendher.

A Northumbrian Sermon.

Two were Baptiats, ene a Swedenborgian,
ona an hvingite, and one stoold alone,
calling hunself o member of the Chuieh of
Chust. What was very rematkable, the
soc1oty of these pious fishermen, who, di-
vested of ther rehgion, were nothing
maore thau poor, igncrant wen, was sought
by soine ¢f tho most eminent divines of the
winther country. welnding Cunnmngs of
London, Lee of Finburgly, Canns of Ber-
wick-on-Tweed,  Mur~cll, tho Manchester
Spurgeon, and hosts of others. Ignorant
of every other class of hierature, these mon
wera thotoughly conversant wich the Holy
Sersptures and the best theologieal works,
So extenstve was their knowledge, 8o vast
their comprehension of truth, so subtle
their reasomng, that the mnost learned
divines weorve numble before thiem, and lis-
tened to them 1 wonder. The Rev. John
Cairns, D.D., a man as remarkable for s
profoundity as for luis eloguence, had o
handsome church bnilt by Ins congreygation.
When 1t was fimshed, he invited one of
fishermen—ho who called hunseif a mem-
ber of the Churcli of Christ—to exauine it.
Arm in arm the dJdoctor of divinty and the
North Sea fisheruian walked through the
1ichly carpeted aisles, examined the gor-
geous pews, gazed upou the carved pulpit,
the lotty ceiling, tho stained glass win-
dows,

“What do yon tbink of it, brother?”
asked the doctor.

The rugged North Sea fisherman raised
his eyes to the celling, drew lus §rough
fustian jacket closer nround hum, and fold-
1ug ks arms upon his breast, raid 10 re.
verential tones :

* Howbeit the Most High dwelleth rot
in temples made with haods.”

The divine gazed upon the fishermau, an
expression of admitation on his face, and
laying his band affectionately on the lat-
ter's shoulder said :—

¢ Brother, you bave preaclied jthe first
aad the grandest sermon that will ever
be heard within ilkese walls.,"—d¢lantie
Monthly.

Hearors of the Word.

Congregations are often very strangely
wade up of heterogeneous materials. It 1sa
wonder that such mixed assomllies hold
long together, Nothiag but God's grece
could ever keep o church alive, ns inany of
thewr do live, year aftor year and goner-
atioh after generation. No huwnn insti-
tutiens have such tenacity of life. Aud
when we take the broad lustorical view, we
do not wonder that the perpetunl preserva-
tion of the Church 1n the world is the stand-
ing miracle of Chnstiamty. Nor do we
ceass to admure the abundunt grace given
to those faithful mmisters whose long pas-
torates are getting to be more and more re-
markable in our age,

A glanco at the variety of hearers is
alone suflicient to sustain our assertious.
Al kinds of minds, tastes, prejudices, and
educations aie represenied 1n overy con-
gregation.  One man hkes nothing but
hard, logical argument; another, who 18
imaginative and emotional, must have
these traits satisfied. Some are coldly
criticai ; others are exacting m all matters
of taste; and yot others delight only in
something that 1s sensational, warinmg, and
1pulstve.

Then there are fair-weather Christians,
and half-day hearers, and star-seskers, and
the runaways who dohght n vagmant
hineracy from church to church, and
whose vacant seats in_their own place of
worship ale a poor offset to their odious
comparigons with neighbouning charches,
whose pows they help'to fill. Every con-
gregation has also 1ts Athenwn sattendants,
oun the search fur something new to Lear
and talk about. Next we find Mr. Love
kace acd a large company of Noeross
Christians, who hke much 1o sing of Larps
and crowns, and the gates of pearl, but to
whom the cross 1s yet an offence, aud al.
ways will be uutil they are willing to take
1t up duly and follow Christ. Droway
heaters ate not uucommon, whether from
habit or disease, or what other reasen, we
we ueed not say. Butitis very lLad to
wake thom up., Alongside of them are
somo who may be called leaning Chinatians,
They aure alwuys leaming on sotuabady
buman for encouragewent, for consolatiun,
aud for satrength. Others are never o
huppy as wher they are weeping, and per-
hans thetr next newghbour scorns to shed a
tear. Tndifference is the greatest bane of
our congregations. It s hke triple 1ce~a
heavy, cold, freezing apathy, wineh kills
the good seed of tho Word. Theie are
some such, of whom there is mmall hope
unti they really pet angry with themselves,
or the preacher und the truth. Detter g
tenpest than  stipnation in that wide
circle,

We have said nothing of the Dereans—
the attentive amd glad receivers of the
Gospel ; nor of the classes named by enr
Lori 30 Lis paraplo of the Sower. In overy
chuich and congrogation there is some
good grouad, as well as that which is stony
and the hard wayside. But the solemn
t g for all o) is contained in the
words of the great preacher—* Take lised
what ye hoar ; take Leed how yo hear,” In
these * times of refreshing ;from the proa-
;?: :lfn tl:. Ia;:d " the dn&n.m of myriads

y hang upon way in
shey hear and take Ih‘on noxt m’ “wmhhh
»

Woed ot Goa #7108 d bousing by e

Awerican charchee a litwm gy for socral use, l

T T——,
“An Ounce of Provention "

“I cannot help being oross thess hog
wornmgs. I reger!, I vray. T try to 1uake
up for my irntabiity wmoevery way 1 vap .
bnt [ eannot help it 1 have uad up my
nund to that.” b my

) Thus confesaed Mra, Gieyto hey intimanga

frind, Miw. Carter, who was visiting he;'
CAnd” snd Mis o Carter, oy, make

diseord, that you understand '~
o Perfectly well, ™

*“ You whoe should atvike the ). V-note of

),armnny cvery mormuag, llcstrnj lna:mony
mstead.”
“leanfor ot Lat what ghal Idoy 3

. i
got worso mstea | of Letter, with uly etforty

to imptove,”

“ Bappose yon wanted to jead and ae.
company the fuimly =mgmg wy), fotr
pute, what would you hirst desive 1 tl
mstrumont O . e

* That st should ba perfectly tuned,”

* You conld not wuse it for the purpose
otherwise

“No."

*Vouy well; yon aro tho leader ani hap.
moniser of yonr servanta and cluldren, ang
1t followa that you muvet be i tune, or yoy
do the opposite from what you desive.”

“That 13 it, exactly ; but I cannot got in
tune; I am nuserably dircordnnt.”

* What you need is time snd opportuni
for your soul to tune itself, under the 1afly.
euce of the geatle, lovine Spirit, who is
always 1eady to harmonize our discordang
souls. You are bearing too many buidens,
and you say truly thai you canuot help ir.
ritability ; but you can help the state of
affairs that produces urntabibty.  You mug
watch constantly, prayerfully, against the
temptation to overwork. To do great deal
Yhysically for yrur family seens o virtue,

grant ; but «f what you do results in spir-
itnal negleet, then you are sinming againg
your farily, and you eancot avoid the re.
sponeibility.  For instauce, your husband
asked you to go tn ride wath hin yestorday,
and you refused.”

“But I wanted to finish Ellen’s dress,
She needud 1t very much.”

** I will grant that she needed it ; but she
nseded more tho loving, patient spirit tha}
you are not able to give her to-day. You
gave her a dress yesterday, and to-day you
give ler impatieuce and ill-nature as the
price. She wor to the pic-nis thus morning,
mutterirg tht she should be giad when she
was {;m".u up, and away from home. If
you had cently but firmly insisted that she
ahould do vithout her new dress, and had
gone to ride with your husband, you would
bave avoided all the morning's irritability.”

“ You sare right ; I sce it all vary plaialy,
but I never saw it so before ; it is a positive
sin to do more than is compatible with
serenity, if ono can possibly avoid it.”

** Yes ; and the list of avoidable labowrs
ean be stretched out véry long. Do any.
thing, do without anything, rather than in.
jure the spirit. Have harmony at any cosh

ake care of the scul, of hone, of patienos
sud love aud sweotnesn, at any cost to the
body."—~Mrs. M. F. Butts, in Christian
at Work,

“Take Your Religion.”

* Gool-bye," aail Uncle John to Will as
be entered the cars for a weeks' vacationin
the country. ** Good-bye, Will. Got every.
thing along ?**

*“Yes, Uncle, think I have, Thete’s my
tmdnk aud satchicl and gan sud umbrells
and "—

“ There, boy. I didn’t mean those traps.
They're not everything.”

“What then?”

“ Oh, something more important.”

“ I guers I'vo got moncey enough to take
me thore.”

* Mot that, my child.”

“Well, I behieve you think I've forgottan
my Bible, but I haven't.”

“I hope you have not forgotten that,
though, to be sure, it as an easy matter to
take it along just for the respectability of
the thing. Mind yon use it. But how
about your religion ? 1 that going into
the country with you? Many professed
Chriatians take a vacation from their -
ligion just nq they o from business.
Don't do that, my boy. Take vour religion
with you. You need it. Others need ib
too.”

“Thank yon, Uncle.”

¢ Take your relimon along ' sounded i8
the yonnglad's ears ns he took o seat in
the cars. It madg him feel more courteots
to fellow-tiavelere, 7t he'ped him to speak
a word to them. Itled him to gives re
ligious paper to one wholiad just lawl dows
a ditge novel,

“ Take your religien along 2" echoed ®
still, small’ vaiee, as he met ol friends io
the conntry vitlage, and helper him to 68y
s word  for Chust, It o1 nJded from
chiurcir bell and prompted hiun to apeak
s Master in the hittle village prayer meet
ing, v hers © new voico was a great en°
couragoment. It urged lum to take the
place of an ahseut teacher nnid tell n Ol.l“
of lads how pleasant he found it serving
Jesus.

Months have ‘parsed since then, bed
many still thankfully remomber he younf
man who took his religion along.—8. &
Times.

A Statue of Oliver Cromwell is t0 :
creoted in Manchester, England. It
almost tho only publicatatuo of that famos
man in the counutry.

New Yurk iz the first State in the Unie®t
to adopt compulsory education. A is¥
passed by the Inst Legislature reqnires par
ents and guardisnus of children batwee
ages of eight and fifteen yenra to givethom,
in a school or at howne, at least foarkee®
weeke' iustruction every year ia
writing.‘arithxlnetw. l?:‘m‘tlh xl'lml?"
geography. It prohibits the ewnply
of ehildren within ot sy

ron within the namsd
Jabor during the time m the ¢
asliools are ad
" e

given the
wylvioid, :

oo v L e




