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deep and solemii, startlingly distinct, "There
is a God." Eachi star that shines points
directly to. its Creator, and avows "Icarne
not here by chance," and we, wvhile discov-
ering th e laws of nature, niust discover the
LaNv-gîver, and vainly endeavoring to coin-
prehend immcnsity, filcd with awe, pros-
trate before the Ruler of ail things, are forced
to exclaim, IlWhat is mnan that Thou art
mindful of imii, or the son iof inan that Thou
visitest him ?" Then let us, as we read His
glory in the heaveris, bow before Him in
humble adoration.

The study of our awn systein alone is
magnificent, aiid merits endless rescarchi;
but whiat shall we say of the vast ficld be-
yond ? When wc consider that our system
is but a speck in the great universe, that it
forms a part of some other systerri and re-
volves around another centre, and that sys-
tcm is. but the part of sorne other, and this
grocs an, and an, and an, wc are Iost in the
infinite, and conselous only of our own wcak--
riess and littleness, prostrate ourselves before
the IlKing eternal, immortal, and invisible,"
at whose cômimand these lights shone forth,
for God said, "Let tiiere'be iights iii the
firmament of the heaven ta divide the day
from the night, and let them be for lighits in
the firmament of the heaven to give lighit
upon the earth, and it wvas so."

How small scem ail our discoveries when
compared withi the vast unknow'n! But yet
how grand and gloriaus they are! They
have not been made without seriaus opposi-
tion, great courage, and strenuous exertion.
Many and strong were the efforts put forth
in order ta check the progress of astronamy.
Mlany astronamers have hiad ta cùidure per-
secution for the science th~e' loved,,'or ta
battie with the discouraging influences of
fortune. The Pope attackcd Copernicus for
daring ta trouble the worId -vith his theories,
for daring to question the truth of aid doc-
trines, and for daring to discover other ]aws.
Public opinion ran high against lim; but
the result of the researchies of NSicolaus Ca-
pernicus stili ]ives, and we reap the reward
of his labors.

he Inquisition forced Galileo ta deny his
o'vn statements. But Jesuit pricsts, the
thurnb screw and tlie rack wcre totally in-
sufficient ta destroy the records hie gave the
*wurld.

J oliann Kepler, anc of Europe's hionored
names, ivas Ieft, Mlien but a child, ta strug-
gle ,%.itli paverty. But lie was destincd to
clectrify the scientific wvorld, and a kind and
watclîful Providence overruled ail adverse
circurnstances, prescrving hlmii as a lighit ta
subsequent ages, and Kepler was admitted
to the Convent af Molirun whierc, uidis-
turbed and ur>allured by the wvorId, lie
quictly gave himself to stuidy, acquiring thiat
habit of application, and industry, and love
for those sciences wvhichi afterward becarne
his life work, and for wvhich lie is s0 justly
celebratcd. His intirnacy, with TychioBralie,
"lthat tirnid anîd careful aid man," liad a
greaýt influence upon hlim, sootbing and di-
recting lis ficry enthusiasîn. While scarch-
ing after hiarmony in tue universe, lie dis-
covered thîree grand principles, knowvn ta us
as Kepler's laws, and earned for himself im-
mortal famne.

Towards the close of tIc sixteenth cen-
tury thc fall of an -apple revealcd ta Newton
the ]aw of the 'i attraction of gravitation."
He openeci the seventeenth by proclaiming
this witlî other grand results of bis toil and
researches, and as lie dies, who wvas "lbut a
child picking up pebbles upan tlue sea shore,"
others take lis place till Herschiell gloriously
closes tlue century Newton liad as gloriausly
begun; and I,,aplace openîs the ciglîteenth
by suggesting the nebular hypotliesis, and
writing "lMecanique Celeste," and si >
ments which, as astronornical works, are
second aniy ta Ncewton's"I Principia."

During the nineteenth nucli lias been
donc; aid tlîearics have becîî corrccted ai
more firmly cstablislîed, and îiew oîîes pro-
pound cd; several planets addcd ta the sys-
tcm, and the telescope perfected. But
greater thuigs yet remain ta be accaîîplislied,
and cre the year niîîeteen huîidred cames,
tlîis progressive system of ours shahl have
left a noble record in the lîistory of astran-

Bu lt aatrnmr ogtthssb
amy. o srnier ult hssb

jcct ta bc caîîfined. There is iîa reason
vhîy cvery anc 9hould flot be conversant

witil the naines and positions of the planets
and constellations, thieir paths in the lîeav-
ens, and rnany atlier thiings whici are ta be
lcarned without a telescope. Nor wvill it,
while granting a new aîîd lîlghier enjayment
thuan any knowvn before, unfit a man for pr-

tical ]ifc. $'ocra#tcs once said, "lhe cou-
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