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lucîd report of the learned Commissioner. 'It is replete with informatio>n,
and throughout bears an impress of and earnest desire to discover the
whole truth regarding the feeble-minded and to lay sound plans for the
handling of this cisass. The report should be carefully considered by
every member of the profession in this Province, ini order that intelligent
co-operation may be rendlered the legilation in it8 efforts to formulate
proper laws relating te this question, and to have clear vîews as te how
aid may be best given for the care of the feeble-rninded.

His Lordlship, under the heading of "Legislation", takes up the.
matter of the definition of this elsas of the community and remnarks tliis
"I arn inuch in favour of adopting as a comprehensive terni the word
'Mental Defective' and dividing those whoni it îneludes Înto classes as
described in the English Act, and then making the sanie general law s
to the power of comnmtment, Meention, parole and discharge applicale
te each elass." (Page 118.) mi,

The classes described in the English Act are given as follows ini the
definition ef mental defectives:

"(a) Idiots, that is to say, persons se deeply defective in mind froni
birth or froni an early age as te be unable te guard, theniselves against
eommnphyaical dangers; (b) Imbeciles, that is to say, persons in who>se
case tbere exists froni birth or from an early age, mental defeotiveneas
not ameunting te idiocy, yet se prononced that they are incapable of
managing theniselvea or thÈir affairs, or, in the case of children, ef beiug
taught te do so. (c) Feeble-niinded persons, that, is te say, perlions in
whoee case there exists froin birth or froni early age mental defectivens
net amnnting to imbeecity, yet se pronouneed that they require care,
super-vision and control for their own protection or for the pretection of
others, or in the ease of cliikren, that they, by reason of such defective-.
ness, appear to be perznanently incapa'ble of receiving propr benefit froni
the instruction in ordinary sehools. (d) Moral Iibeciles, that is to aay,
persons, who, froni an earlY age, display somne permanent mental defect,
coupled with strong vicions or criminal prepensîties, on whicli punish-.
mient has had little or ne deterrent eff eet." <Sec page 118.)

The learned Conmiîssioner (page 123) quotes Dr. Tredgold te the
effect that 01< every 100 mental defectives there will be 6 idiots, 18 inihe
ciles and 76 feei>le-minded. This shows what a chance there is for
properly directed efforts, as the latter class can he beneflted very mwui,
by preper care and training. He then gees on te state that ne single faet

se owell established now as that most of the feeble-niinded ean be trainecl
and made proficiernt in industrial work and manuel labour. They cain be
miade heppy, healthy, and in niany cases ahiieat, if net altogether, self-


