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FEW REMARKS ON VACCINATION AND
RR-VACCINATION.

By Wy B HiNestoN, MDD LRCSE,
atr of the l_m‘u-ld Academpy, §¢. & Physicins ta the
totel INen, Mostreal

Usn the 18th May, 1861, an act wasassented to by
is Excellency the Governor General * To provide
the more general adoptivn of the practice of
ination.” That act provides that no pubiic
y should be paid 1o any Hospital, unless it had
gmall-pox wand; that the City Counvils of Quebee,

Rivers, St. Hyaciothe, Montreal, Ottawa,
ston, Toronto, Hamilton, Loudon, and Sher-
e should contract with legally qualitied
ical practitivners for the vaccination of all
who might come to them: and that ccu-
ient places be cppuinted in each ward for
purpuge. Hy that law, parents are bound to
their children to he vaccinated within three
ndar months after their uirth; to exhibit them
the medical practitioner on the eighth day after
ination; . 'd to obtain from him a certificate
successful raccination. But if the child is
unfif for vaccination, a certificaic to that
ct is to bo given, and every succeeding two
ths the child is 1o be tuken to the medical
litioner, until vaccinated, or found insascep-
le of vaccine diseaso. Parents who do not com-
with the requiremcnts of this art, are liable,
couviction, tov A penalty not exceeding five
3 and ne such pler of conviction should be
uficient Jdefi nce aguinst any complaint which
L afterwarls be brought against the parent or
ian for nso-compliance with the provisions of
act, respecting the same child.
Such is the substance of a law which ia good so
8 it goes ; but which is defective in bring too
ted, and too partial in its scope. It was the
of our Provincial Parliament to have followed
legislatures of other countrics, and to have

a law to render the practice of vaccination
pulsory, not ouly in the larger cities, but
ghout the previnee. Such a law would not
" beeu considered inquisitorial, and would have
ted persons of all conilitions, und of every
5. A8 it ia, the residents of the larger citiea

2 of their own good pleasure, to subnit to the
teted invitations of the public vaccinar-ra, The
ler towns, as Brackvile, Prescott, Pcrt Hope,
ville, Cobourg, &c., and all the numc.ans villa-
e anpravided with public vaccinators; whilein
ﬂl-‘{.districw, physiciaus in private practice, to
@ 18 left the duty of vaccinating, ave rarely—
l180me places in Eastern Canada, at least—are
applied to for that purpose. The mass of the
Intended to be beuefited by tbis law are not
with the nccessity for, or the usefulness
tion-—nay, many have a deep rooted pre-
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tlone henefited ; and such of them, only, ns -

Vor. 1.

12 cow upon the skin of a Christian.” In this city,
| notwithstandiag the policeman’s alarm bell, no-
ttices in the newspapers, occasional promptings
from the pulpit, and large posters in certain localiy
tiea indicating oftices for vaccination purposes,
only about 400 bave availed themselves cf the ser
vices of the public vaccinators during the past two
years; and of these, the greater number were vac-
cinated when the act, through the ageucy of the
City Council, first obtained partial publicity.

Were /il the rest attended to by private practi-
tioners there would be no occasion to find fault;
but it is not so: there are many families whose
children never bave been, and without some strin-
gent compulsnry law, never will be 1noculated
with the vaccine virus. Yet smali-pox is, por
excellence, a Canadian disease. It is rarely ab- nt
from this city, sod never absent from the coun.ry.
In every towa and village throughout the province
numerous traces of its former presence are visible,
If we visit the French Canadian districts we find
family afier family ‘‘spotted” with it; and many
a mother will tell us she has (o deplore the loss of
a loved oue, by a disease which added to the usual
horrors of death, the swollen distorted features
that forbid the last embrace—nay even the last sad
look of recogaition. In those districts where small-
pox is most prevalent, vaccination i3 unknown;
and | am assured by professional gen.lemen of
the highest respectability in country Jdistricts,
it i3 useless 10 attempt to couvince meuny of
the humbler classes that ‘here is any conserva-
tive influence in the praciice. Many regard small
pox as one of the ne ry ills iated with
our existeace. The child must get its teeth, bave
measles, scarlatina, hooping,cough, and small-pox.
And some go so far as to expose the child to the
contagion of the latter when its health is good,
hoping therchy it might run the gauntlet with
greater comparative safet;. The untutored savages
in this country fly from it in terror; and when
one is stricken with the disease (and it is supposed
to have had more victims than the ¢ fire-water,”
introduced by the beneficent white man) ho drowas
himself—preferring a resting place among the fishes
itv lying a bloated, putrid mass, with no oune to
' centure near him to moisten his lips.

*Pig gtrauge & subject so deeply affecting the com-
muaity, should not have received attention earlier;
,and ‘tig passing strange that when attention was at
'Iength directed, a bill of the nature described—so
partial in its scope and action—should have been
foisted to lead persons to repose in fancied secu-
rity, believiog something had been done to ward off
this loatbsome wmalady. [ cannot say what the sac-
cess has heen in the other cities and towns men-
tioned in the act, but in this city we have not an
entirely vaccinated population. Within the pass
few weeks, small-pox has carried off large numbers
in the west end and in the east end of the suburbs;

8gainst the practice of « putting & scab from

and here and there throughout the city it bas marked



