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success, but distinction. He will gam the appro—
bation of the enlightened and wise, ‘and what is still
" better, the satlsfactlon of his own consclence
The. tree of knowledge spreads forth its numerous
branches in various forms, and as the human mind is
not constltuted alikein any two md1v1duals, dlﬁ'erent
oplmons cannot fail to be entertained, as to what
_mode of study is best adapted for one destmed for our
professmn, but Judg"mg from the lives of the most
eminent men who have ever lived to grace our art, I
, consider that the primary mode of acqumng a sound
and ‘valuable medical knowledde is to examine,as
far as opportunity wﬂl permxt into the great book of
nature, and there learn what she so mysteriously
teaches. This gentlemen is the true spirit in which
you must pursue your mvestmatlons this alone is
the means bv which the terntory of human know-
ledge can be explored, and although every student
should, to use the words of the 1mm0rtal Newton
but « resemble a child gathering shells upon the sea
shore, with the vast ocean of undiscovered truth
beyond it,” yet it is only by mdustry that our
researches will be rendered permanont and our learn-
ing useful. '

"As’ a’noble instance of the truth of what I have
advanced, I would here recall to your - recollection the
. 1mperlshable name of “John Huntex ’» By his own
perseverma efforts, did this great man raise himself
from the lowest obscurlty to a reputatlon w1de as the
world itself, and certain to last as long as the age
in which he flourished shall be remembered by pos-
terity. .He studied the creat ‘book of nature, and
hence proceeded both the patience with which he
vtraced its characters and the rich and plentiful dis-
coveries with which. the search rewarded him.

I ‘would next mention’ that pohteness and good
manners are an invaluable acquisition to the medical
student. They commend h1m at once to the special
care of his mstructors, and ‘smooth hlS rugged path
in many ways. The Roman maxim, ¢ Ingenuas
didicisse fideliter artes emolht mores nie sinit esse
feros,” is as true now as in ‘times past, for without
this part of hls educatron having been attended to,
the student knows nothing of sentiment, andis usually
governed by two predommant aud paramount obJects
'the oratxﬁcatxon of his passions and the appropnatlon
to hlmself of every thing to which he may take a
fancy, w1thout the least consideration for the feelmcrs
of others. ’

‘ But with.these studies must be united a large
acquamtance w1th those divine truths, which are the
fount-un of all human contemplation. It must
'never be foraotten says Lord Bacon, in any system

‘of educatlon that religion is the cementing bond and

preserving prmexple of cml society, and  the source
of all good and all comfort.

‘1 Would also advise you, to become systematic in
your habxts, and you will be preserved, from that
besetting sin, procrastination, which is truly named
the thxef of time. . Be sure, that time mlsspem
cannot be recovered and that opportumtles of acquir-
ing acknowledrre neOIected will entail upon you the
loss of health, comfort and much selfesteem to
redeem them.

"Gentlemen, you have entered upon the most
interesting of all studies, the study of man. - What
then is man, this being who is the subject of all our
medical investigations ? Of what is he ‘composed
What is he to himself? How is he related to other
beings and obJects around him,animate and mamlnate,
‘and how are they related to him? How is he con-
structed ? What are the natures and what are the
1nﬂuences of his passions and emotions? What are
his physmal moral and mtellectual faculties? What
are the destmatlons of hlS existence on this
globe ? How ishe capautat"d to fulﬁl them ? What

| are his resources when struggimo vnth 1mped1ments

{from aﬂixctwn" These questions are all within the
embrace of medmal science, and afford a field of
phxlosoplnefxl _enquiry, vast in extent mmute in
detall and mﬁmte in 1mportance Man, it is to be con—
suiered is a materml a living, ratlonal a mortal
an immortal and an accountable being. What
thelefore is thxs _power that since the creation
and under obedlence to the laws then enacted, gene-
rates, mcreases, adjusts, completes, regulates and
repairs thus our bodily machine? What is this
power which possesses that, controhntr mﬁuence over
ordmary affinities; which preserves and directs alk
its parts to their destmed uses ; implants in them an
innate repugnance to such ’nhmo's as may injure or
1mpede them, and makes them shrmk from those y
which thelr integrity and €0- emstence may be endan-
gered or destroyed. Thls is ‘a power which mocks
all human invention ; it is eharactenstlc of the Dlvme
Archltect ‘

I have endeavored to impress upon your minds -

| the 1mportance and the difficulties of aequiring a .

thorough practical knowledge of your profession ; the
dangers which are to be avoided, the greatest of
which is the temptatlon of drink, for it includes all
‘the Test; and the certain success which await sober, '
methodleal upright, industrious and gentlemanly
hconduct We wish youa hearty God’-speed, and
let me assure you as one who had an opportunity, of
judging, that the Medlcal Sehool of Blshops College



